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many places over Khulna, Barisal and Chittagong  Met Office said. Day and night temperature may  Bogra and lowest 20.5 degrees at Feni. Dhaka 28.0 22.2 82 79 Khulna 28.2 21.5 79 82
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FIRST DAY OF 60-HOUR HARTAL

Violence leaves
over 645 injured
in 25 districts

STAR REPORT

Over 645 people, including 45 law enforcers, were injured
in clashes between opposition men and police and ruling
party activists in at least 25 districts yesterday, the first day of
the BNP-Jamaat-led 18-party opposition alliance's 60-hour
hartal.

In the districts, pro-hartal activists either vandalised or
torched at least 57 motorised vehicles, including 12 news-
paper-carrying vehicles; 22 shops, two hospitals, and several
offices of the Awami League and Jatiya Party.

Moreover, activities in the land port in Satkhira's Bhomra
were suspended after pickets exploded several cocktails.

The highest number of casualties, over 100, including the
upazila mayor, was in Kishoreganj's Pakundia upazila.

In Bhola's Borhanuddin upazila, at least 85 people,
including four cops and five journalists, were wounded.
Clashes around Jamalpur left some 50 people, including
eight policemen, injured. In three upazilas of Narayanganj,
the casualties were around 50.

Atleast 40 people, including five policemen, were injured
in two separate clashes in Satkhira; nine, including seven
policemen, in Barguna; and 25 in Patuakhali. In
Gaibandha's Gobindaganj upazila, the figure was 30,
including the district correspondent of NTV.

At least 25 people, including four policemen, were
wounded in clashes on the Shahidullah Kaiser Highway in
Feni. In Savar and Ashulia, at least 10 people were injured.

In Munshiganj, at least three policemen were injured in
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(Clockwise from top left) This ambulance of AK
Memorial Hospital was made a target during an attack
by opposition men in Gazipur yesterday, the first day of
a 60-hour hartal enforced by the BNP-led 18-party
opposition alliance.

A rickshaw-puller tries in vain to keep his vehicle
upright in an assault by hartal supporters in Chittagong
city' Dampara area.

Alleged ruling party activists brandish sharp weapons
while chasing hartal supporters on Dhaka-Mawa
Highway in Sirajdikhan upazila of Munshiganj.

A motorcycle burns after being set alight by pickets in
Rajshahi city's Bornali intersection.

Another target of an arson attack burns in Jatrabari of
the capital.

A policeman checks the papers of a motorcyclist on
Airport Road in the capital.

Rapid Action Battalion patrols the road before BNP's
Naya Paltan office in the capital.

Policemen injured in an attack by BNP-Jamaat men
being treated at Jessore Medical College.

A view of the usually bustling Gabtoli bus stand in the
capital during hartal hours.
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. Agriculture Minister Matia Chowdhury yesterday said
" Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's invitation to BNP
+ Chairperson Khaleda Zia to come to Gono Bhaban to talk
- about the next parliamentary election was still in effect.
; "We are still optimistic about reaching a solution
- through dialogue,” the Awami League presidium member
. told a press conference in the party president's political
. office in the capital’'s Dhanmondi.

Matia said the discussion would be based on the consti-
. tution and an all-party poll-time government would be
. formed as per Hasina's proposal. "We will take all necessary
-~ initiatives to form the all-party election-time government,”
. she said.
- Hasina's invitation, made over the phone on Saturday,
- was for today.

In reply, the leader of the opposition said she could hold
- talks only after the 18-party opposition alliance's 60-hour
- shutdown, starting 6:00am yesterday, ended tomorrow
. since she alone could not call it off.
" On the phone conversation, she said Khaleda lacked
- decency and hogged the conversation while Hasina
. remained courteous and never lost temper.
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Do not take policy

Mahbub Uddin of SCBA urges govt
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Mahbub Uddin Khokon yesterday termed the present gov-

ernment illegal and urged it to refrain from taking any “im- -

portant and policy decisions” from now on.
The prime minister reportedly said on June 6 that

October 25 as per the constitution, said the lawmaker of the
main opposition BNP.

Addressing a press conference organised by SCBA at its . :
. 18 incomplete, the commis-

south hall, Mahbub also urged the government to resign.
He said the government, which remains in office for the

last 90 days after the dissolution of parliament, would be an |
election-time government having no jurisdiction to take -

any policy decision as per the constitution.

He said the present government has created an abnormal
situation by amending the constitution in such a manner so -

thatit can stay in power for life.
BNP has been demanding formation of a non-partisan

-------------------
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Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA) Secretary AM : Although the 90-day

October 25 would be the present parliament's last day. - [inalise the electoral code

Therefore the present government has no legitimacy after . ©f conduct for political

. parties and election candi-
" dates.
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