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Go for talks

Say UK, Canada; hail PM's offer on polls-time govt

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The UK and Canada yesterday
said they want to see construc-
tive dialogue between the
government and the opposi-
tion to create an atmosphere
conducive to free, fair, credible
and inclusive elections.

They also urged the major
political parties to respect the
rights to freedom of expres-
sion peacefully and demo-
cratic manner, and discourage
acts of violence.

About the prime minister's
offer of an all-party govern-
ment to oversee the elections,
the British High Commission
in a statement said, "The
United Kingdom has long
made clear its wish to see free,
fair and impartial elections
that lead to a sustainable
settlement which reflects the

democratic will of the
Bangladeshi people.”
Welcoming the PM's pro-
posal and other indications
from political leaders about
dialogue, the UK urged parties
to seize this opportunity, to
negotiate in good faith, to
show flexibility and to put the
interests of the country first.
The UK said it would not
dictate what shape an interim
administration should have,
but said it should ensure the
neutrality of the electoral
process and that the people of
Bangladesh are able to elect
the government they want.
The Canadian High
Commission said, “We wel-
come government efforts to
initiate constructive dialogue
with the opposition so that
the country can find a way
forward towards transparent,

credible, inclusive and peace-
ful elections.

In response to a question
about the police ban on pub-
lic rallies, US Embassy spokes-
person Kelly § McCarthy said
the US looked to the govern-
ment of Bangladesh to ensure
the safety and security of all its
citizens while facilitating such
manifestations of democracy
and encourage all
Bangladeshis to peacefully
express their views; violence
is never justified.

The British High
Commission said they are
aware of the ban on meetings
and rallies in Dhaka and hope
this will not detract from
efforts to achieve an agree-
ment on an interim adminis-
tration or preclude legitimate
political activity in parliament
and through the media.

AL's allies
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on the same day.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Jatiya Party presidium member
Anisul Islam Mahmud said
banning political programmes
on the whole was unjustified
because it contradicts with
democratic manners.

The policeshould resist those
who becomeviolent, hesaid.

"The ban has definitely
had a negative impact on the
prime minister's proposal
for discussion," he said.

Workers Party of
Bangladesh President Rashed
Khan Menon at a press confer-
ence yesterday said the police
ban on political programmes
would hurt the atmosphere
fordiscussion.

"The ban goes against
freedom of expression and it
would hinder democratic
process," he said, urging imme-

vexed

diate withdrawal of the ban.

Even though there were
some ambiguities in the
prime minister's proposal,
those could be cleared
through discussion, he said.

Jativa Samajtantrik Dal
standing committee member
Shirin Akhter told The Daily
Star that the ban was against
democratic rights and it was
not conducive to ensuring
democratic practices.

"But the law enforcers have
imposed the ban to avert vio-
lence as BNP and its alliance
partners are threatening vio-
lence using the opportunities
of democratic rights," she said.

Gonotontri Party
General Secretary Nurur
Rahman Selim said the
prime minister's proposal

for discussion was very
significant for ending the
political deadlock.

"But the police ban on
political programmes is not a
good decision. It will hinder
democratic process of the
country. Police should be
tougher against those who turn
violent instead of banning
political activities," he added.

Samyabadi Dal General
Secretary Dilip Barua, also indus-
tries minister, said, "We have seen
in the past that opposition parties
created anarchy and become
violent abusing their democratic
rights. So, 1 think police have
imposed the ban to protect lives
and properties.”

National Awami Party
(NAP-Mozaffar) General
Secretary Enamul Haque said
as the main opposition had
threatened violence by bring-
ing in “machetes and axes”,
police have taken the precau-
tionary measure by slapping
the ban.
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Ban relaxed
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Peshajibi Parishad, a plat-
form of pro-BNP profes-
sionals, as police with riot
cars and water cannons took
position around the venue,
Bangabandhu International
Convention Centre (BICC).

After issuing an indefi-
nite ban on political gather-
ings in the capital from
6:00am Sunday, police
asked the organisers twice
on Saturday not to go ahead
with the programme.,

The organisers then dis-
cussed the matter with their
chief guest Khaleda Zia, who
was determined all along to
attend the convention defy-
ing the ban.

As participants began to
arrive at the venue in small
groups, police asked them
to go away.

Reacting to police action,
Ruhul Amin Gazi, convener
of the organising committee
of the convention, told
reporters that they would go
ahead with their plan to
hold the convention with
the BNP chairperson as the
chief guest.

Gazi's decision was not
changed even when news
that BICC authorities had
cancelled their booking
reached him.

Meanwhile, mixed reac-
tions from different politi-
cal quarters prompted the
ruling Awami League
policymakers to raise the
matter with the prime min-
1ster.

She in turn instructed the
police to relax the ban,
confirmed DMP Deputy
Commissioner (Media)
Masudur Rahman.

AL policymaker Kazi
Zafarullah told The Daily
Star that police overreacted
and cancelled the
programme in the morning.

"We felt there was no
logic behind cancelling any
closed-door programme. So
we requested the PM to
allow the programme,” he
said.

[ndoor meetings should
not affect DMP's ban, he
added.

Though police initially
cited public security con-
cern as the reason for not
allowing the convention,
they changed their stance
within an hour.

Talking to reporters
around 12 noon, Deputy
Commissioner of DMP
(Tejgaon division) Biplob
Kumar Sarker said, "We are
not allowing the
programme considering
public safety.”

However, when permis-
sion to hold the convention
was given around 1:00pm
with 14 conditions attached
including, refraining from
making provocative
speeches and bringing out
processions, he said, "We
think security will not be
breached.”

Yet another
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station in this connection.

Munmun's elder
brother Anny Islam
Noman said, "My sister
felt lively because today
was the first day she was
going to college after the
Eid vacation. But all these
dre now just memories.
Little do we trust the law
enforcers because the killer
drivers get released on bail
in most cases."

Three females have
been killed in the capital
in the last 30 days due a
bus hitting their rickshaw.

Sanjida Begum, 35,
died in Motijheel in front
of her 12-year-old daugh-
ter on QOctober 12,
Roksana Begum, 37, died
in Kamalapur area while
returning home with her
five-year-old daughter
from her school on
September 24,

Earlier in September
this year, the home minis-
try, giving in to the pres-
sure from transport own-
ers and trade union lead-
ers, decided that killings
in road accidents wound
not be considered inten-
tional and that the responsi-
ble bus drivers would not be
charged with murder.

According to police
records, on average 3,300
people were killed each
yvear in the last decade due
to reckless driving, lax
enforcement of traffic
laws and people's negli-
gence towards traffic
rules.
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Who to head it is only obstacle
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On the other hand, ruling AL
leaders have maintained that
it is Hasina who will be at the
helm of the election-time
government.

They, however, said if the
BNP agrees to get to the
negotiating table and
refuses to accept Hasina as
the head of the interim
government, the AL might
propose Speaker Shirin
Sharmin Chaudhury, also an
AL lawmaker, for the post,
said sources in the AL.

But they wouldn't accept
any proposal for making a
non-partisan person the
prime minister of the polls-
time government, said the
sources.

Observing the current
situation, political analysts
now predict a re-enactment
of previous political scenes
where Hasina and Khaleda
only swapped their stances
over the issue of election-
time government.

About 18 years ago, the
then prime minister
Khaleda didn't accept a
proposal from Hasina, then
in opposition, for making a
non-partisan person the
head of the election-time
government to break the
political stalemate.

During the 1995 impasse
over national election,
Hasina, who then led the
opposition's agitation for
introducing caretaker gov-
ernment system, made the
proposal to a group of five
eminent citizens that was
negotiating with the two
leaders to resolve the crisis.

The group included for-
mer chief justice Kemal
Uddin Hossain, Prof
Rehman Sobhan and Syed
[shtiaq Ahmed.

Following their persua-
sion, Khaleda agreed to step
down as prime minister but
gave a condition that a BNP
lawmaker would be the head
of the interim government.

Subsequently, their move
failed to break the political
deadlock, and the then BNP-
led government held the
controversial February 15
election in 1996 amid a

boycott by other major
political parties.

After 18 years, Khaleda
and her party expect Hasina
to accept the proposal for
making a non-partisan
person the head of the elec-
tion-time government.

In her address to the
nation on Friday, Hasina
proposed forming an all-
party election-time govern-
ment and urged BNP to
nominate its lawmakers for
inclusion in the interim
cabinet.

Hasina, however, didn't
specify the size of the cabi-
net and its scope of work or
who would head the cabi-
net. It wasn't clear from her
speech when the interim
cabinet would be formed.

However, from the fol-
lowing day, some ministers
and senior AL leaders have
been saying that Hasina
would lead the interim
cabinet.

"We want Sheikh Hasina
as the head of the interim
government. However, the
scope for discussions on the
issue is there, albeit on a
limited scale,” Finance
Minister AMA Mubhith told
reporters vesterday at his
secretariat office.

AL General Secretary Syed
Ashraful Islam has been
given the responsibility for
holding discussions with
the BNP and other political
parties to end the political
impasse, said Muhith.

AL Presidium Member
Kazi Zafarullah told The
Daily Star that Ashraf, also
the LGRD and cooperatives
minister, would brief for-
eign diplomats on the gov-
ernment's stance on the next
election, polls-time govern-
ment and parliamentary
issues.

If the BNP agrees to get to
the negotiating table, the
issue of an all-party elec-
tion-time government could
be discussed, he said.

In her address to the
nation, Hasina urged the
leader of the opposition to
respond to her call.

Khaleda will clarify today
her party's stance on

Hasina's proposal and the
opposition's demand for a
non-partisan government to
oversee the next election,
said BNP insiders.

"If Sheikh Hasina agrees
to the proposal for making a
non-partisan person the
prime minister, we are open
to discussions on how to
appoint the head of the
interim government,” said a
BNP policymaker, who
attended Saturday's meeting
of the BNP standing com-
mittee.

The BNP doesn't consider
the appointment of other
members of the interim
cabinet a major issue, said
the BNP policymaker, ask-
ing not to be named.

Following the discussions
at Saturday's meeting, the
BNP drafted proposals that
the party chief might
announce today at a press
conference, according to
BNP insiders.

Addressing a convention
of pro-BNP professionals
yesterday, Khaleda said she
would speak in detail about
polls-time government and

other crucial issues at
today's press conference.
OCT 25 RALLY

The BNP-led alliance

decided that it would hold
its announced rally in the
capital on October 25 no
matter whether the police
give permission or not, said
Abdul Mobin, chief of
[slamic Party, a component
of the BNP-led alliance.

"If the government
obstructs the rally, we will
enforce a non-stop blockade
of the capital and other
important divisional head-
quarters from October 27
until the government meets
our demand, " said Mobin.

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police slapped an indefinite
ban on political meetings,
rallies, human chains, dem-
onstrations, sit-ins and
processions in the capital
from Saturday in the wake of
growing tensions between
the ruling party and the
main opposition over hold-
ing rallies on October 25.

Pran nonchalant, govt silent
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not to consume the product of
certain batches because of
health risks.

Contacted, Food Minister
Muhammad Abdur Razzaque
just said: "It is a matter of con-
cern forus. Wewill lookintoit."

Commerce Minister
Ghulam Mohammed Quader
was not available on the phone
forcomments.

Asked what action the com-
merce ministry had taken to
protect consumer safety and
rights, its Secretary Mahbub
Ahmed said none.

"We cannot take any action
on our own without receiving
any complaints from consums-
ers,” headded.

Mahbub said he learned
about the matter from newspa-
pers and was unaware of FDA's
pressreleases.

Asked if the ministry would
ask the company to recall its
turmeric powder from the
domestic market, he said: "How
can we take action without a
detailed analysis? We cannot
take action based on newspa-
per reports.

"We are looking into the
matter with dueimportance.”

Approached, BSTI Director
General Igramul Haque said the

agency sought explanation
from Pran over the excessive
lead inits turmeric powder.

It, however, did not give any
time limit for the company to
turnin the explanation.

"We have tested samples
from the local market and have
not found any lead in that
turmeric powder," he said
yesterday, adding that the test
was done early this month.

Asked how then the US
authorities found such high
level of lead, he said: "We do not
know which sample of turmeric
powder the company has
exported. So, we have asked
the company why the prod-
ucts tested in the US were
found to have lead."

He said the BSTI conducted its
test through machines and there
was noscopeformanipulation.

He added the BSTI would
take further action after receiv-
ing Pran’s explanation. "We
cannot ask for recalling a prod-
uct. We will cancel its certificate
iflead is found.”

One industry insider, how-
ever, says in some cases compa-
nies provide "special samples”
to the BSTI for tests. These sam-
plesare "speciallymade”.

Talking to The Daily Star,
Pran Director (marketing)

Kamruzzaman Kamal yesterday
said his company had no plan
torecall its turmeric powder.

"We have done the testing by
collecting samples randomly
from the market. We are cent
percent sure that there is no lead
in our product. So, we are not
going to recall our product
from the domestic market."

He claimed the last test was
done on October 10 at
Bangladesh Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research (BCSIR)
where nolead was found.

He also claimed Pran
exported more spices than it
sold in the local market. But
when pressed for the break-
down, he could not give any.

About sending its clarifica-
tion to the BSTI, he said he was
yettoreceive the letter.

Humayun Kabir Bhuiyan,
general secretary of Consumers
Association of Bangladesh,
feared that the presence of lead
in the locally marketed turmeric
powder might be higher than
those found in the US,

"It should also be with-
drawn from our market for
consumer safety. We urge the
cominerce ministry to act
immediately in this regard,"” he
added.

Polls likely
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Bablu told The Daily Star,
“She [Hasina] has informed
us about the elections either
at the end of December or in
the first week of January.”

Jatiya Party has agreed to
the plan, he said.

After the meeting of the
two key allies of the 18-party
alliance, Awami League
General Secretary Syed
Ashraful Islam said Hasina
would be the head of the all-
party polls-time govern-
ment, even if the main oppo-
sition BNP opposed it.

He said Jatiya Party would
compete against the ALin the
next election if BNP boy-
cotted the polls; otherwise,
the Al-led grand alliance
would remain intact.

“Wait ... you will see a
new government by mid-
January,” he said without
elaborating.

Replying to a query,
Ashraf said they would
move forward with dialogue
with the BNP after getting
the “alternative proposal”
from the opposition today.

Awami League chief
Hasina at the meeting said
her party would talk to BNP
to reach a consensus over
the all-party polls-time
government. She also said
there would be no legal
complexities regarding the
interim government, if the
BNP agreed to it.

She said her party would
talk to all parties about the
polls schedule and would
try to ensure all parties,
including the BNP, take part.

As per the constitution,
the polls must be held
between October 25 and
January 24, 2014. Initially,
the government had plans
to hold the polls in mid
January. The ninth parlia-
mentary election was held
on December 29, 2008.

Secretary General Ruhul
Amin Hawlader of Jatiya Party
said the political situation in
Bangladesh was in a critical
state. There was detailed dis-
cussion on the participation
of all parties in the elections
and the formation of the all-
party polls-time government,
he told journalists.

Jatiya Party leaders Anisul
[slam Mahmud, GM
Quader, and Kazi Firoz
Rashid accompanied Ershad
at the meeting.

Awami League leaders
Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury,
Amir Hossain Amu, Tofail
Ahmed, Suranjit Sengupta,
Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim,
Kazi Zafarullah,

Mohammad Nasim, HT
Imam, Alauddin Ahmed
Tareque Sidique, Faruk
Khan, Jahangir Kabir
Nanak, Hasan Mahmud and
Mrinal Kanti Das attended
the meeting.

Two released
after British
terror probe

AFP, London

British police on Saturday
released two men arrested
during a dramatic counter-
terrorism operation in
London last weekend.
London's Metropolitan
Police said two other men
remained in custody follow-
ing a string of raids on
October 13, in which armed
officers shot the tyres of a car
near the Tower of London.

o Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

pl"-éa Emergency 2007 Cyclone Recovery and Restoration Project, Bangladesh (Component A)

Invitation for Bids for Procurement of Animal and Poultry Feed
Credit No. 4507 — BD, Project ID No. UTF /BGD/040/BGD , Package # 5G/.L

The People’s Republic of Bangladesh has received financing from the World Bank toward the cost of the Emergency 2007
Cyclone Recovery and Restoration Project and it intends to apply part of the proceeds toward payments under the contract
for the Procurement of Animal and Poultry Feed. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQO)
now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the supply of 322.75 MT of Animal and Poultry Feed. Bidders having a
mintmum of 3 (three) years of experience in the supply of the tendered items/similar items are only encouraged to
participate. The delivery period is between 8 (Eight) weeks and 12 (twelve) weeks from the date of issuance of the

Notification of the Award.

Bidding will be conducted through the national competitive bidding procedures as specified in the World Bank’s Guidelines:
Procurement under IBRD Loans and 1DA Credits, (current edition), and is open to all eligible bidders as defined in the

guidelines.

Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information and inspect the bidding documents from the ECRRP office of

the FAO Representation in Bangladesh (Hs. # 27, Rd. # YA, Apt. # A -1,Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka

1209, Telephone

8130758/104) during office hours 1.e. 08:00 to 16:30 Hrs. A complete set of bidding documents in English may be purchased
by the interested bidders from the ECRRP office of FAO on the submission of a written application to the address below
and upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Tk.2,000. The method of payment for the tender document will be in cash
against a written receipt. All bids must be accompanied by a bid security for an amount of Tk, 250,000,

Bids shall be delivered to the address below by 14:00 Hrs. on 12 November 2013. They will be opened immediately
thereafter, in the presence of bidder’s representatives, who choose to attend. at the address below. Late bids will be rejected.

FAO Representation in Bangladesh
House#37, Road#8

Dhanmondi , Dhaka-1205

Tel: 880-2-8118015

Fax: 8802-2-811 3446

The publishing of this notice and the receipt of bids does not commit FAO in any way to any party.



