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City NEWS

Clashes kill 2, injure
80 in B'baria

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Brahmanbaria

Two people were killed and
at least 80 others injured in
three separate incidents of
clashes at Sadar and Sarail
upazilas in Brahmanbaria
yesterday.

The deceased are Md
Ismail Hossain, 45, son of
Subhan Mia, and Samsul
Islam, 40, son of Muslim
Mia of Kalikachcha in Sarail,
said Md Jahidul Islam,
additional SP of the district.

The clash at Sadekpur
village under Sadar upazila
happened following a long-
standing dispute between
Juyllabari and Mullabari
groups, locals and police
said.

On Thursday night, some
men of Juyllabari group beat
a man of Mullabari group
following a row over estab-
lishing supremacy in the

area.

On the following day,
both the marauding groups
equipped with locally made
sharp weapons locked in a
two-hour-long clash that
began around 10:30 am.

The clash continued after
Juma prayers, leaving two
people dead and 40 others
injured. Around 20 houses
in the village were burnt
down during the clash,
locals said.

On information, police
from Sadar Police Station
rushed to the spot and
brought the situation under
control after firing rubbers
bullets and tear shells.

They also arrested five
men from the spot.

Thirty injured villagers
were rushed to
Brahmanbaria Sadar
Hospital while the others to
five private clinics in the
town.

In another two-hour-
long clash that began at
10:00am yesterday at Bihair
village in Sadar upazila, 30
people were injured and 10
houses were damaged.

The clash ensued follow-
ing an altercation between
two boys of Nagarbari and
Gazirbari groups in the
village, locals and police
said.

Meanwhile, 10 people
were injured in a clash
between two groups of
people at Kalikachcha vil-
lage around 9:00 am vester-
day.

The clash ensued follow-
ing a brawl over the present
political situation in the
country.

On information, law
enforcers from Sarail Police
Station rushed to the spot
and brought the situation
under control.

PM's offer
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hardly anything new and
therefore there was hardly
anything innovative that the
prime minister had on offer
for the opposition and for
the country. One will not be
surprised if and when the
opposition dismisses the

offer. Indeed, the initial
reaction of the opposition
has been negative.

The expectation, albeit a
faint one, before the prime
minister's speech was that a
new, perhaps decisive over-
ture would be made by the
ruling Awami League
towards restoring confi-
dence among the nation
about a peaceful and credi-
ble election being held
between end-October and
end-January. Such an expec-
tation was there for another
very good reason, namely,
public fears about condi-
tions in the country from 25
October onward. One cer-
tainly expects the adminis-
tration, especially the police
and other security organiza-
tions in the country, to be in
a position to deter would-be
chaos makers from running
riot across the land. Citizens
remain acutely conscious of
the mayhem let loose on 28
October 2006, when the last

BNP-led government made
its exit at the end of its term

in office. What followed is

now part of history.
Seriously speaking, citi-

zens had expected Prime

and...

Minister Sheikh Hasina to
come forward with a bold
offer of a constructive dia-
logue with the opposition
on the nature of the arrange-
ments under which the next
general election can be held.
There is little question that
the current crisis was precip-
itated by the ruling coali-
tion's move to do away with
the caretaker system of
government through conve-
niently ignoring the fact of
the judiciary's making it
clear that the next two gen-
eral elections could indeed
be organized under a care-
taker system. The decision to
do away with the caretaker
system could have been
better appreciated had it
been arrived at through
clear, even protracted nego-
tiations with the parliamen-
tary opposition.

Today, the country is at a
crossroads once again. The
opposition has openly
opted for a defiance of the
law, as the recent (and unbe-
lievable) threat of violence
by the BNP's Sadek Hossain
Khoka has made clear. The
ruling Awami League has
vowed to meet the challenge
firmly. The chasm between
the two sides, never having
narrowed in these past
twenty three years since the
fall of autocracy, has only
gone on widening. The
ramifications have been
fearsome: at this point of
time, political polarization

across the country threatens
to expand into tribalism of
the worst sort. And tribalism
can only wound and maim
and kill.

These are dangerous
times the nation lives
through. And yet much of
the tension can be defused if

the Awami League and the
BNP take a step back, feel
the way ordinary citizens
feel about their future, and
remind themselves that
their responsibility is to
ensure the operation of
good, meaningful and credi-
ble politics in the country.
The prime minister must
offer more where the elec-
tion is concerned. The
leader of the opposition
must demonstrate less of
abrasiveness in her politics.
Both women have served as
prime minister and as leader
of the opposition. It will be
a crying shame if they leave
no good legacies behind.

One does not believe that
all is lost, that this is the end
of the road. The Awami
League espouses the cause
of democracy. The BNP says
it will, if returned to office,
govern in a new, positive
manner. It is on the basis of
these two points that the
path to a free, fair and credi-
ble electoral exercise can be
cleared through the dense,
uncertain woods around us.

Hope refuses to die.
Optimism is not ready to
bite the dust.

This will not end stalemate
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be the head of the polls-time
government. She gave simi-
lar proposal earlier in
London," he told reporters
at the Gulshan office of BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia
around 9:15pm.

Asked whether BNP
rejects or welcomes the
proposal, Fakhrul said,

"This is our instant reaction.
We are not saying anything
more just now."

The BNP standing com-
mittee will sit tonight and is
expected to make a formal
response to the PM's offer.

Tariqul Islam, member of
the standing committee, said
the proposal was a repetition
of what was Sir Ninian's
formula to break the political
impassein 1994,

Sir Ninian Stephen, then
special envoy of
Commonwealth secretary-
general, proposed forming a
polls-time cabinet led by
incumbent PM with five
members from the ruling
party and five others from
the opposition.

The ruling BNP agreed to
the formula while the
Awami League-led opposi-
tion rejected.

"“The prime minister
should recall Sir Stephen
Ninian's formula to under-
stand what she offered to
the opposition,” Tariqul
added.

Other senior leaders were
cautious about making a
comment.

BNP Standing
Committee Member MK
Anwar said, "BNP won't
participate in an election
with Sheikh Hasina as the
prime minister or head of
the interim government."

Jamaat-e-Islami, a key
component of the BNP-led
18-party opposition alli-
ance, termed the PM's pro-

posal confusing.

Rafiqul Islam Khan, the
party's acting secretary gen-
eral, in a statement said,
"She [PM] has given such a
proposal to foil the people's
movement for caretaker
government.”

"Her |PM] speech is not
acceptable to the nation.
Everything she said about
caretaker government sys-
tem, war crimes tribunal,
communications, public
health and other issues are
false. This speech is ill-
intentioned and a charter of
falsehood.”

On the other hand,
Rashed Khan Menon, chief
of ruling alliance partner
Workers Party, views the
prime minister's call as a
positive sign.

“We welcome the prime
minister's address to the
nation. She has given a
specific guideline about the
polls-time government
which we all were demand-
ing,” he said.

Menon said the main
opposition party should
respond positively to the
premier's call for sending
names for all-party polls
time government.

He said tension and
confusion over October 25
when the present govern-
ment will start functioning
as interim government has
also been removed through
her address. “Now the oppo-
sition should give up the
path of conflict.”

Jatiya Party (JP-Manju)
Chairman Anwar Hossain
Manju said, "This time, the
PM has given a concrete
proposal. It is significant
and important. Now, the
nation is waiting how the
main opposition BNP
responds to the proposal.”

Rights activist Sultana
Kamal, also a former care-

taker government adviser,
said the PM's proposal has
opened a door for dialogue.
“Now the opposition party
should respond to the call
andsitinatable.”

She added, "There may
be some disagreements
between the two parties. |
think these disagreements
can be resolved through
dialogue."

Akbar Ali Khan, another
ex-caretaker government
adviser, termed the PM's
address “pre-election politi-
cal speech”.

“But there are some con-
structive elements in her
speech. For example, she has
called for political consen-
sus... Now, BNP should
think whether it can do
something on the basis of
these constructive elements
to avert violence," he added.

Suicide bomb
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Gandapur is now the third
lawmaker from the province
to have been killed follow-
ing the elections on May 11.

Farid Khan and Imran
Khan Mohmand, killed in
separate attacks in June,
were also members of the
PTI party, which promised
to pursue dialogue with the
Taliban rather than back
military operations like its
predecessors.

The main Pakistani polit-
ical parties including PTI
last month backed a govern-
ment proposal to formally
seek negotiations with the
militants, who have been
waging a bloody insurgency
against the state since 2007.

Pakistani Taliban leader
Hakimullah Mehsud last
week said he was still open
to peace talks, but would
continue to target the US
and its allies.
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PM for all-party govt
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"l am requesting the opposi-
tion leader to respond to my
call. |I hope] She [Khaleda
Zia] will honour my request
and value our sincerity."

The prime minister's
offer comes at a time when
further political unrest
centring on the general
election seems almost
unavoidable.

In its initial reaction, the
BNP last night spoke criti-
cally of the proposal, how-
ever, The main opposition
party, which demands resto-
ration of the caretaker gov-
ernment, would come up
with its formal reaction after
Khaleda sits with her party
leaders tonight to discuss
the latest development.

Talking to The Daily Star,
several AL leaders said they
preferred Hasina to be the
head of the polls-time cabi-
net, but added talks could
be held on the matter if the
opposition wanted.

Replying to a query, a top
AL leader said they would
not send any letter to the
opposition leader regarding
the dialogue on formation
of the interim cabinet.

According him and other
leaders of the party, Hasina's
call to the opposition leader
is the formal invitation for
talks.

“The prime minister
through her address to the
nation has formally invited
the opposition to send
names for inclusion in the
interim government. If the
secretary general of the BNP
now contacts with our gen-
eral secretary, a dialogue can
take place anytime soon,”
AL Presidium Member Kazi
Zafarullah told The Daily
Star.

"It is now up to the oppo-
sition to respond to the
call,” he said, hoping that
the BNP would act posi-
tively to resolve the crisis
over the polls-time adminis-
tration.

In her address, Hasina
hinted dissolution of parlia-
ment before the election. In
this regard, she explained
the constitutional provision
for holding the polls within
90 days since October 25.

She said according to
article 72 (1) of the constitu-
tion, election would be held
as per the written advice of
the prime minister to the
president. The Election

Commission would
announce the polls sched-
ule.

"I will advise the presi-
dent in due time in consul-
tation with all parties, par-
ticularly the grand alliance,
so that the election can be
held within the stipulated
90 days. In this regard, I
expect advice from the oppo-
sition party too."

Under article 72(1),
parliament shall be sum-
moned, prorogued and
dissolved by the president
through public notification,
and when summoning
parliament the president
shall specify the time and
place of the first sitting. And
the president shall act in
accordance with the advice
of the prime minister.

Hasina's proposal, how-
ever, is nothing new in the
country's politics. Almost a
similar proposal was
rejected by Sheikh Hasina in
1994.

To break the political
stalemate, Sir Ninian
Stephen, a special envoy to
the then Commonwealth
secretary general, had pro-
posed formation of an all-
party cabinet at the time,
when the AL-led opposition
parties were agitating for
introduction of a non-
partisan caretaker govern-
ment systern.

According to Sir

Stephen's formula, an 11-
member cabinet would be
formed with the then prime
minister Khaleda Zia in the
chair. Five cabinet members
would come from the ruling
BNP and five from the AL
and other opposition par-
ties. And the interim cabinet
would give all-out support
to the Election Commission
for holding the polls.

Khaleda and her party
had accepted the formula
then.

In her address, Hasina,
also president of the AL,
rejected the BNP-led oppo-
sition’s demand for restora-
tion of the caretaker govern-
ment.

But she spoke for holding
talks with the opposition to
resolve the political crisis.
"The door for discussion
remains open. Keep confi-
dence in the people and
shun the path of criminal
activities. Come to parlia-
ment and say what you want
tosay.”

Snowden says he
took no secret
docs to Russia

AFP, Washington

LIS intelligence leaker
Edward Snowden says he
did not bring any secret
documents with him to
Russia when he fled there,
ensuring Moscow had no
access to the files.

[n an interview with The
New York Times published
Thursday, Snowden said he
gave all the classified papers
he had obtained to reporters
he met in Hong Kong before
flying to Moscow, where he
later secured asylum.

The former National
Security Agency contractor
did not take the documents
with him "because it would-
n't serve the public interest,”
Snowden told the Times.

"What would be the
unique value of personally
carrying another copy of the
materials onward?"

Snowden also insisted he
was able to protect the docu-
ments from China's spy
services because he was
familiar with that country's
intelligence capabilities
through his work as an NSA
contractor.

In his job, he had targeted
Chinese operations and
taught a course on Chinese
cyber-counterintelligence.

Death toll
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The quake also toppled
centuries-old churches and
destroyed more than 2,000
homes, the disaster council
said, adding 65,000 people
were staying in government-
run shelters.

The Philippines lies on
the so-called Ring of Fire, a
vast Pacific Ocean region
where many earthquakes
and wvolcanic eruptions
OCCUL.

"There's a zero percent
chance the Russians or
Chinese have received any
documents," he said.

The interview took place
last week over several days
through encrypted online
cominunications.

LIS officials and critics of
Snowden have expressed
concern that the documents
in his possession could have
fallen into the hands of
Russian, Chinese or other
potentially hostile foreign
intelligence agencies.

Snowden, however,
insisted the National
Security Agency knew he
had not cooperated with
Russian or Chinese spies.

"NSA has not offered a
single example of damage
from the leaks. They haven't
said boo about it except 'we
think,” 'maybe," 'have to
assume’ from anonymous
and former officials,”

Snowden added.
"Not 'China is going
dark." Not 'the Chinese

military has shut us out.

Snowden also said he
never considered defect-
ing while in Hong Kong
or Russia, where he has
been given asylum for
one year.

Snowden said his deci-
sion to leak secret docu-
ments evolved gradually,
and that his doubts about
intelligence agencies dated
back to his time working for
the CIA in Geneva.

He said he clashed with a
senior manager when he
tried to warn the ClIA abouta
vulnerability in its person-
nel Web applications.

The episode convinced
him that trying to work
through the system
would only lead to pun-
ishment.

Cop watch on BNP office
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Law enforcers have already
started looking for Khoka
and stepped up vigilance on
BNP's central office in Naya
Paltan, Dhaka.

The BNP is scheduled to
hold a rally on October 25
to press home its key
demand for holding the
next general elections under
a non-party caretaker gov-
ernment.

"We are watching the
situation and will take mea-
sures to bring to book those
we think can put the city
dwellers in danger, disrupt
public life and deteriorate
law and order,” said Joint
Commissioner of Detective
Branch of Police Monirul
[slam.

A day after Khoka's call to
his party men, a team of
Detective Branch raided the

Gopibagh house of Khoka,
also BNP vice-chairman, but

did not find him there.
"Our effort to arrest him
is still on," Masudur

Rahman, deputy commis-
sioner (public relations) of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) told The Daily Star

yesterday.
He said Khoka was
accused in a number of

cases.

Khoka's personal secre-
tary Monirul Islam Khan
saild the detectives were still
keeping watch on Khoka's
house while police in pick-
up vans were patrolling
around the house and ask-
ing locals about Khoka's
whereabouts.

Following the raid,
Khoka's brother Anwar
Hossain told newsmen that
around 25 detectives had
raided the house for an hour
from 12:45pm.

He claimed that police
had told him that they
raided the house over politi-
cal reason. The law enforcers
had not seized anything
from Khoka's house, said
Anwar.

Meanwhile, several hun-

dred policemen on
Thursday, since 9:30am
until 3:30pm, kept BNP's
central office cordoned off.

"The law enforcers did
not let anyone enter or leave
the building since the morn-
ing," alleged Abdul Latif
Jony, assistant office secre-
tary of BNP, on Thursday.

He also alleged that
police had been directed to
arrest anyone trying to enter
or leave the party office.

Asadul Kabir Shaheen,
BNP joint office secretary,
on Thursday told The Daily
Star that nearly 500 police-
men had been deployed
around the party office that
day.

Meanwhile,
Ashrafuzzaman, DMP dep-
uty commissioner
(Motijheel zone), denied
the allegation of cordoning
off the BNP central office.
He said they had only

beefed up the security in the
wake of Khoka's direction to
BMNP leaders and activists.

Nixon branded envoy to India
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"Nixon said, 'Keating's a
traitor' and told [the then
secretary of state Henry]
Kissinger that they should
fire the ambassador. The
Indians, Nixon said, were
awful but they are getting
some assistance from
Keating, of course.

"Kissinger agreed: 'A lot
of assistance; he is practi-
cally their mouthpiece',”
says the book.

"He |[Nixon| added, 'He
has gone native. As | told
you, I saw the Indians and
listened to their complaints
and Keating kept interrupt-
ing and saying but you for-
got to mention this or that'
[ This was false: in the meet-
ings in Delhi, Keating only
spoke once, to break an
awkward silence in the
conversation with Indira
Gandhil," the book said.

"Nixon said, 'l think we
ought to get moving on him;
he 1s 71 years old." 'Yes',
replied Kissinger, 'but he
would do us a lot of damage
now' — the inevitable con-
gressional outrage if their
old colleague was pushed
out. "'We should wait until
things quiet down'. Nixon
said, "Two or 3 months and
then I think we ought to do
it'," according to the book.

In another meeting at the
Oval Office, Nixon won-
dered why every
Ambassador who goes to
India falls in love with it.

"Highlighting US dona-
tions for the refugees, he for
once mentioned ‘'human
suffering', and said that they
must 'go all out -- all out --
on the relief side'. But then
he said, 'Now let me be very
blunt', and ripped into
Kenneth Keating: 'Every

Ambassador who goes to
India falls in love with
India'," the book quotes
Nixon as saying.

According to the author,
this direct presidential
attack was so far out of
bounds that Kissinger and
Saunders censored it out of
their official record of the
conversation for the State
Department.

"Nixon told the senior
state department officials that
they 'have to cool off the pro-
Indiansin the state department
and out in South Asia'. He
added that fewer Americans
swooned for Pakistan, 'because
the Pakistanis are a different
breed. The Pakistanis are
straightforward - and some-
times extremely stupid. The
Indians are more devious,
sometimes so smart that we fall
fortheirline'," thebook said.
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