No Kalk with
U-19s

SPORTS REPORTER

The national U-19 football
team left here for Iraq yes-

terday to take part in the
qualifiers of the AFC U-19

20

unners

REUTERS, London

top

Championship without

Dutch goalkeeping coach
Kees Kalk.

Kalk was supposed to
accompany the 1I-19 side
along with his compatriots
Rene Koster, Lodewijk de
Kruif and fitness trainer
Muhammet Yamali. Kalk
and Yamali were supposed
to part relation with the
Bangladesh Football
Federation after the com-
pletion of the qualifiers.

“Kalk did not go with the
team due to his sudden sick-
ness,” informed BFF general
secretary Abu Nayeem Shohag,

However, it has been
learnt that Kalk did not agree
to go with the U-19 side as
his payment for September
was not paid fully.

The Dutch goalkeeping
coach had decided to leave
his job, a month before his
four-month contract
expires on November 15.

Harmison
retires

AFP, London

¥

PREMIER LEALL

Stephen Harmison, the
former England paceman
who has failed to make a
single fist-class appearance
in Durham's title-winning
year, announced his retire-
ment on Sunday:.

The 34-year-old, who took
226 Test wickets for his coun-
try, told regional newspaper

Sunday Sun that he had
"known for a while" that he

would be calling it a day at
the end of the 2013 season.

BARC LA'&"F ’

League on Sunday after Jack
Wilshere rescued a point for
them in a 1-1 draw at West
Bromwich Albion, while
rivals Tottenham Hotspur
suffered a shock 3-0 thump-
ing by West Ham United.

Chelsea relied on two
goals in two minutes by
substitutes Eden Hazard and Willian late in their match at
Norwich City to give them a 3-1 win that lifted them to third
in the league with 14 points from seven games, two behind
Arsenal and Liverpool.

A week after stunning champions Manchester United 2-1
at Old Trafford, West Brom were up to their old tricks
against visitors Arsenal as they took a 42nd-minute lead
with Claudio Yacob's powerful downward header.

After somehow escaping further damage from more West
Brom chances, Arsenal drew level in the 63rd minute when Jack
Wilshere made up for his poor performance until that point
when he smashed in a deflected shot from 20 metres out.

The point, which put Arsenal ahead of Liverpool on goals
scored, will be all the sweeter for Arsene Wenger's side on a day
their bitter north London rivals Tottenham lost ground on the
leaders after a mauling by West Ham at White Hart Lane.

Second-half goals from Winston Reid, Ricardo Vaz Te
and Ravel Morrison, whose was a superb individual effort
after picking the ball up in his own half, secured only a
second league victory of the season for Sam Allardyce's side.

Earlier in the day, Chelsea had grabbed three points at
Norwich after it had looked like their fourth-minute lead
from an Oscar goal would not be enough as Anthony
Pilkington levelled for the hosts in the 68th minute.

The equaliser seemed to shake Chelsea awake and the
introduction of Hazard and Willian changed everything,

Chelsea broke quickly after a Norwich corner and
Hazard's shot was pounced on by John Ruddy but the ball
carried on past the keeper and over the line in almost slow
motion on 85 minutes.

Another counter-attack wrapped up the win a minute
later as Willian curled in a first-time shot.

RESULTS

Arsenal s e
returned 1o Norwich City 1 (Pilkington 68)
the top of Chelsea3 (Oscar4, Hazard 85,
t h e Willian86)

Premier Southampton 2 (Lallana 19,

Rodriquez 83) Swansea City 0
Tottenham Hotspur 0 West Ham
United 3 (Reid 66, VazTe 72,

Morrison 79)
West Bromwich Albion 1 (Yacob

42) Arsenal 1 (Wilshere 63)
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Barcelona's Chilean forward Alexis Sanchez (L) dribbles past Valladolid defender Javier Baraja during their La Liga match at the Camp Nou on
Saturday. Sanchez struck twice in Barca's 4-1 win.

Pertect eight for Barca, Atletico

REUTERS, Madrid

Alexis Sanchez struck
twice and created a
goal for Neymar as
Barcelona recovered
from conceding early
to maintain their
perfect La Liga start
with a 4-1 win at
home to Real Valladolid on
Saturday.

An eighth victory in eight games
for the champions restored their
five-point advantage over arch-rivals
Real Madrid who needed a Cristiano
Ronaldo goal in the fourth minute
of stoppage time to secure a 3-2
triumph at Levante earlier.

Atletico Madrid, the only other
team with seven wins from their
opening seven matches, also join
Barca on 24 points at the top of the
table with a 2-1 win against Celta

Vigo yesterday.

Diego Costa made up for the
disappointment of his non-
inclusion in the Spain squad by
scoring twice. The Brazilian-born
striker was not included in Vicente
del Bosque's squad on Friday as the
paperwork that will make him eligi-
ble for the world champions was
notcompleted in time.

However, he again made his case
for a future call up with another two
goals to take him top of the La Liga
scoring charts with 10 goals, two
ahead of Lionel Messi.

It could have been even better for
Costa had he not seen a first-half
penalty saved by Yoel Rodriguez.

However, he made amends by
tapping home from Filipe Luis'
cross just before half-time and then
driving home a second 17 minutes
after the break.

On Saturday, Valladolid forward

Javi Guerra silenced the Nou Camp
when he headed in a corner in the
10th minute but Barca were level
four minutes later, Alexis lashing the
ball home from just outside the
penalty area.

Cristian Tello squared for Xavi to
sidefoot the ball in seven minutes
after the break before Neymar sent
Alexis clear on the right in the 64th
minute and he sent a precise shot
into the far corner.

The Chilean returned the compli-
ment by setting up Brazil forward
Neymar to make it 4-1 six minutes
later as Barca continued their
impressive form under new coach
Gerardo Martino.

Real are flying in Europe after
resounding Champions League
victories over Galatasaray and FC
Copenhagen but turned in another
disappointing domestic perfor-
mance at Levante following last

PHOTO: AFP

RESULTS

Atletico Madrid 2 (Diego Costa 42, 62)

Celta Vigo 1 (Nolito 71)

Saturday

Elche 2 (Corominas 40, 74) Espanyol 1
(Thievy 66)

Rayo Vallecano 1 (Viera 89-pen) Real

Sociedad 0
Levante 2 (Baba 57, El Zhar 86) Real Madrid

3 (Ramos 61, Morata 90, Ronaldo 90-+4)
Barcelona 4 (Sanchez 14, 64 Xavi 52,

Neymar 70) Valladolid 1 (Javi Guerra 10)
I ———————
weekend's 1-0 defeat at home to
Atletico.

They twice had to come from
behind at Levante's Ciutat de
Valencia stadium before Ronaldo
rifled a 94th-minute shot from the
corner of the area and it glanced offt
a defender before deflecting into the
net off a post.

Roma jive on Totti

REUTERS, Rome

Two first-halt goals from

captain Francesco Totti helped
AS Roma make it seven wins

out of seven as they extended
their Serie A lead to five points
by sweeping Inter Milan aside
3-0 atthe San Siro on Saturday:.

A wonderful breakaway goal by
Alessandro Florenzi a minute before the
break completed the rout and gave Rudi
Garcia's side 21 points, raising hopes in the
capital of a first league title since 2001 after a
near-perfect start to the season that has seen
them score 20 goals and concede only one.

Inter, who failed to break Roma down
despite Federico Balzaretti being sent off
with 11 minutes left for a rash tackle on
Ricky Alvarez after having already been
booked, stayed fourth on 14 points.

"I didn't only like the collective spirit the
team showed but also the fact that they
played with grit when it was necessary. We
played like men, " Garcia told Sky Sport Italia.

He was cautious about any title talk,
however.

“There's too long to go to be talking
about winning the league. What we had
today was a leader up front in Totti who
showed us the way, " he said.

Roma took the lead in the 18th minute
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RESULTS

Parma 3 (Palladino 32, Rosi 70, Cassano 76) Sassuolo
1 (Berardi 45+6-pen)

Saturday

Chievo 0 Atalanta 1 (Moralez 16)

Inter 0 Roma 3 (Totti 18, 40-pen, Florenzi 44)
.

after a bright start, Gervinho finding the 37-
year-old Totti who crashed home the opener
through a crowd of Inter defenders.

There was controversy over Roma's sec-
ond goal, a 40th-minute penalty from Totti
that came after a period of intense Inter
pressure in which Fredy Guarin hit the post
with along shot.

After chasing down a long pass, the
impressive Gervinho glided past Esteban
Cambiasso before being chopped down by
Alvaro Pereira.

Referee Paolo Tagliavento pointed to the
spot but replays showed the Ivorian was just
outside the area.

Totti showed his class for the third goal,
juggling the ball on the edge of his own area
with his back to goal before delicately flick-
ing it to Bosnian midfielder Miralem Pjanic
who raced up field before sliding a perfect
pass to Florenzi who finished with a first-
time shot which sent the 5,000 travelling
fans into raptures.

No Fed
Shield this
time

SPORTS REPORTER

Siddikur third

Qualifies for CIMB, HSBC

SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh Football
Federation (BFF) is think-
ing of starting the new
football season from
October 25 through the
Federation Cup scrapping
the Federation Cup Shield,
which was introduces last
season as the qualifying
phase for the season's
curtain-raising tourna-
ment.

However, the game's
governing body is ponder-
ing increasing the number
of participating teams in
the tournament from 16 to
20, but the final decision
will be taken at the meeting
of the professional football
league committee this
week, informed BHF gen-

eral secretary Abu Nayeem
Shohag.

Siddikur Rahman settled for a joint-third place
finish at the Mercuries Taiwan Masters which
earned him a place at the lucrative CIMB Classic
slated for later this month. Despite closing with
a five-over-par (77), in tough conditions,
Siddikur managed to end the event on joint third at three-
over-par (291), which earned him a paycheque of 36,000
dollars. Siddikur was delighted to claim his place at the
CIMB Classic with his result at the Mercuries Taiwan
Masters, which was last qualifying event for players to break
into the top-10 on the Asian Tour Order of Merit.

[t was also the penultimate event for leading players on
the merit list vying for a place in the WGC-HSBC
Champions in China.

“It was a great week especially playing under such tough
conditions. I'm not disappointed even though I didn't play
that well today. Only Thaworn broke par today and that says
a lot about the conditions out there,” Siddikur told the
Asiantour.com after the day's play.

Australia's Scott Hend grabbed the winner's cheque as he
posted a two-over-par (74) to for a winning total of three-
under-par (285).

Siddikur's next event is the C] Invitational in South
Korea, hosted by K] Choi, which starts on Thursday.

A Mumbai
double

CRICINFO, Delhi

A furious finish from
Mumbai Indians' middle
order propelled them to a
monumental total before a
chase-breaking over from
Harbhajan Singh snuffed out
the last of Rajasthan Royals’
spirit, driving the [PL winners
Mumbai to their second
major title of the year, as they
won the Champions League
final by 33 runs at the Feroz
Shah Kotla in Delhi yesterday:.

The Royals bowlers had O
been disciplined in their first =)
12 overs, which only cost &
them less than seven an over,
but a Rohit Sharma =

onslaught unseamed their
resolve and the remaining
batsmen took maximum toll
on a waning attack. Glenn
Maxwell provided the most
frenzied death-over innings,
mauling 37 from 14, but
Sharma, Dinesh Karthik and
even Harbhajan struck at
over 200 to help plunder 120
runs from the last eight overs
of the innings.
Eighteen-year old Sanju
Samson was imperious in
Rovals' response, and he
led Ajinkya Rahane in a
109-run second-wicket
stand that provided a fine
base for the chase. But even
as Rahane completed his
fourth fifty on the trot, the
Rovals' scoring slowed, and
Harbhajan eventually sunk
the opposition in the 17th
over that claimed three
wickets and cost only four.

SCORES IN BRIEF
MUMBAI INDIANS: 202
for 6 in 20 overs (Smith 44,
Tendulkar 15, Sharma 33,
Maxwell 37; Tambe 2-19)
RAJASTHAN ROYALS: 169
all out in 18.5 overs (Rahne
65, Samson 60; Harbhajan
4-32)

Result: Mumbai Indian

won the final by 33 runs. &
Player-of-the-final:

Harbhajan 5
Player-of-the-series: ®

Dwayne Smith

Most valuable batsman:
Ajinkay Rahne (288runs)
Most valuable bowler:
Pravin Tambe
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