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Rain in the last
few days has left
this potholed
road in front of
the capital's FDC
in a deplorable
condition making
it difficult for
vehicles to drive
on. The photo
was taken yester-
day.
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Govt to set up 33
offices for MRPs

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government will set up 33 new regional passport offices
for issuing machine-readable passports.

Cabinet committee on purchase with Finance Minister
AMA Mubhith in the chair yesterday approved the project of
Tk 137 crore to be implemented by PWPW of Poland and
Data Edge Ltd of Bangladesh.

The offices will be set up in Barguna, Bhola, Pirojpur,
Jhalakathi, Chuadanga, Meherpur, Narail, Jhenidah,
Magura, Bagerhat, Satkhira, Lalmonirhat, Nilphamari,
Khagrachhari, Laxmipur, Sunamganj, Natore, Naogaon,
Chapainawabganj, Joypurhat, Panchagarh, Thakurgaon,
Kurigram, Gaibandha, Narayanganj, Gazipur, Jamalpur,
Sherpur, Netrakona, Shariatpur, Madaripur, Rajbari, and
Bandarban.

The committee also gave a Chinese company, China
Machinery Engineering Corporation, Tk 1,087 crore to
establish an information network that will connect public
administration to the upazila level. The project will connect
55 government offices in each district and 30 in each
upazila to the network. Under this project, video-
conference facilities will also be set up at 800 points, includ-
ing the offices of 421 upazila nirbahi officers in the country.

The project is scheduled to be completed by June 2015.

The committee also approved the proposal for construc-
tion of a 3.937km four-lane flyover at Malibagh. Toma JV
Ltd was given Tk 344 crore for the job. The flyover will start
from Malibagh Chowdhurypara to Rajarbagh Police Line
and Shantinagar via Mouchak.

Moudud
hospitalised
with chest pain

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP lawmaker Moudud
Ahmed was admitted to the
coronary care unit of
Lnited Hospital in the
capital's Gulshan yesterday
around 3:00pm with severe
chest pain.

Doctors said they will
need 48 hours to assess the
condition of his health,
Moudud's personal assis-
tant, Shahidul Islam, told
The Daily Star.

The 74-year-old stand-
ing committee member of
the main opposition party
had been complaining of
chest pain since morning,
when he reached Dhaka
by a flight from Sylhet,
where he attended the
BNP chairperson's rally on
Saturday.

Moudud, also a former
law minister, had fainted in
his Gulshan residence
around 1:30pm. Tawfiqg-e-
Elahi Chowdhury, the
prime minister's energy
adviser and Moudud's
brother-in-law, visited him
at the hospital in the after-
noon, said Shahidul.

Diarrhoea figures

Oon rise

Doctors blame waterlogging,

AKRAM HOSEN

The number of patients admitted to the
International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease
Research, Bangladesh (ICDDR, B) signifi-
cantly increased in the last two weeks, stay-
ing above 500 on most days.

The figure usually hovers between 300
and 350. Till 7:00pm yesterday, the number
was 415 and the hospital administration
expected it to exceed 450 by midnight.

About 40 percent of the patients have
cholera while the rest different forms of
diarrhoea.

To cope with the influx, the administra-
tion of the diarrhoeal diseases unit, already
having around 400 beds, set up another 100
beds under a tent at the hospital premises,

“Every year the number of patients peaks
before and after the monsoon,” said Dr
Azharul Islam Khan, chief physician and
head of the diarrhoeal unitat ICDDR, B.

More people suffer from diarrhoea
because of the incessant downpour, flood,
waterlogging and the heat. "Majority of the
patients who come here at the hospital
suffer because of water contamination,” he
said.

The supply water gets contaminated from
leaks in pipes. “As long as we don't have safe
water supply at every corner of the country,
we will have to live with occasional out-

breaks of diarrhoea and cholera,

The government must treat the issue of
contaminated water more seriously
all it can to provide safe drinking water, he

said.
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Moreover, the highest number of patients
to have come from one area on a single day
was 43 from Narayanganj on Friday, he said.
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POLLS UNDER CG
Hearing on

Wwrit petition
Thursday
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CONTEST IN NEXT ELECTIONS

MPs need not
resign: EC

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday
fixed Thursday for holding
hearing on a writ petition
seeking its directives on the
authorities to hold the 10th
parliamentary elections
under a non-party caretaker
government.

The HC bench of Justice
Mirza Hussain Haider and
Justice Muhammad
Khurshid Alam Sarkar fixed
the date after accepting the
petition filed by Supreme
Court lawyer Eunus Ali
Akond.

Akond on Thursday filed
the petition pointing out
that the Supreme Court in
a judgement on the 13th
amendment to the consti-
tution on May 10, 2011
declared the caretaker
government system illegal
and unconstitutional, but it

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

The sitting MPs need not resign to contest in the next parlia-
mentary polls as their posts are non-profitable, said
Election Commissioner Abu Hafiz yesterday.

People holding office of profit cannot contest in the
parliamentary polls, according to Representation of
People’s Orders.

There has been a debate since the 15th amendment to
the constitution in June 2011 on whether the posts of MPs
are profitable or non-profitable. It created confusion as to
whether sitting MPs will have to resign or not to contest in the
pollsifthe election is held without dissolving the parliament.

"Several eminent jurists have informed us that there is a High
Court verdict declaring the post of MPs non-profitable. We will
have to follow the court's verdict and we are trying to collect the
verdict's copy,” Abu Hafiz told reporters at his Election
Commission (EC) Secretariat office. However, he could not say
when the HC verdict was delivered and what it actually said.

On creating a level playing field, he said if the election is held
without dissolving the parliament, the EC will amend electoral
code of conduct in such a way so that candidates of ruling and
opposition parties get equal opportunities in electoral campaign.
Replying to a question about the EC's role if BNP resists polls, Abu
Hafiz said, "I think those who do politics for the people will not
resist polls because itis in the publicinterest that polls are held.”
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Now it is time to sit quite, face to face with thee, and to sing

dedication of life in this silent and overflewing leisure.
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