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On behalf of the water & sanitation Local Consultative Group, it is a pleasure to share in the 2013
Sanitation Month. This is even more special given Bangladesh's role globally in changing the
approach to sanitation of Donors, Governments & NGOs. This was been possible because;

@ Bangladesh Govt., Development parters & NGOs developed Community Led Total Sanitation,
® Bangladesh scaled this up so that now only 4% of the population defecates in the open,

@ Bangladesh has managed to reach the poorest with access to basic sanitation, and

@ Bangladeshi households continue to use and replacement of ther latrnes.

The sanitation movement in Bangladesh has been such a powerful example globally for three reasons:

1. The targeting was right. The goal shifted to establish open-defecation free communities
rather than the construction of latrines ... targeting what economists refer to as a "pure
public good”,

2. The agent was right. The samtabion movement was championed by local govemment with
umon panshads being the major supporter of sanitation for the poor.

3. The spirit was right: It was household members (motivated by respect, pnide, camaraderie,
self-belief and their local government) that made the major investments in sanitation.

However, while much has been achieved, there is still much fo be achieved. While access to a basic
latrines almost universal just over half of the latrines are considered \mproved’ and fecal sludge
management still has to be addressed. As a result, the health costs of poor sanitation in Bangladesh
remain high.

[mproving the quality of existing latrines demands a shift from collective approaches to market based
madels. It is local entreprenenrs {supported & regulated by local government) that will enable Bangladeshi

houscholds to move up the sanitation ladder and transform fecal sludge from waste into & resource,

While this requires a shift in approach ... this is a shift that we believe hovseholds & the private sector,
local government & the central government, NGOs & the donors are fully capable of making.

Mark Ellery
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