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Liniversity, said these local
bodies could not spend money
without approval from the line
ministry. "There is a blanket
control on government
funds. It goes against auton-
omy or decentralisation.”

Efforts by municipalities to
collect taxes are low, and tax
default is another problem for
these bodies, he added. "Gov-
ernment’'s mstitutions are
the highest defaulters.”

Prof Tofazzal Islam
Chowdhury, mayor of
Nabiganj municipality in
Habiganj, urged autonomy for
local government institutions
LO 1IMProve Services.

"In every way, we're under
control of government agen-
cies. We can't buy a vehicle
without approval. If we frame a

budget, we've to get permis-
sion forimplementation."

Faizur Rahman Fakir, chair-
man of a Mymensingh
upazila, said local bodies had a
huge scope to collect taxes but
this opportunity was not
realised fully.

About 90 percent of local
government's finance comes
as grant from the government
and the rest is collected
locally, he added.

Former adviser to a care-
taker government AMM
Shawkat Ali put stress on
administrative decentralisa-
tion and capacity building of
local government bodies.

Executive Director of
Democracywatch Taleya

Rehman and CMI Senior
Research Odd-Helge Fjeldstad
also spoke.

Arjun Bahadur
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Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

Council of Ministers, a body of
foreign ministers of the Saarc
countries, may approve the
appointment in its future meet-
ing. No member state has so far
objected to such proposalsin its
three-decade history, said
foreign ministry sources.

Thapa will succeed incum-
bent Secretary General Ahmed
Saleem of the Maldives, who
took over on March 12 last
year.

All member states nomi-
nate a diplomat for the post on
a rotational basis. This time, it
is the turn of Nepal, where the
Saarc Secretariat is headquar-
tered.

Appointed Nepal's foreign
secretary on July 21, Thapa
may take over as the Saarc
secretary general for a three-
year term on March 1, 2014,
He will be the second secretary
general from Nepal after for-
mer foreign secretary Yadav
Kant Silwal (1994 to 1995).

Nepal proposed Thapa's
name at an informal meeting
of Saarc Foreign Ministers on
the sidelines of the 68th UN
General Assemnbly in New York
last month.

Abul Ahsan from
Bangladesh was the first secre-
tary general (1987 to 1989).

The second Bangladeshi to

hold the post was QAMA
Rahim (2002 to 2005).
Meanwhile, diplomatic
sources said Nepal, which has
proposed to host the 18th
Saarc Summit, was waiting for
the long overdue Saarc
Council of Ministers Meeting,
As incumbent chair of
Saarc, the Maldives will
organise the inter-summit, a
formal meeting of Saarc
foreign ministers to finalise
the host, date, venue and
theme of the next Saarc
Summit. It will also approve

Thapa's nomination. But due

to political turmoil in both
countries, the Maldives is yet
to convene the inter-summit.

Foreign friends
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large gathering, attended by
nearly 20,000 people, at
Trafalgar Square in London
to drum up public support
against the atrocities com-
mitted by the Pakistani
forces on Bangladeshis.

The documents, photos
and letters, given to the
museum, would be disclosed
later, said Mafidul Haque, a
trustee of the museum.

The couple currently lives
in the US, he added.

Man held
with cocaine
worth Tk 1cr
in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

(5]

Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab)-7 arrested a man
with 900gm of cocaine,
worth around Tk 1 crore, in
Rail Gate area of Chittagong
city yesterday afternoon.

The arrestee is
Mehedi Hasan, 22, of
the area.

Acting on a tip-off, a
Rab-7 team went to his
residence in the guise of
buyers and arrested him,
said Rab sources.
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(Front row from left) Ramendu Majumdar, Dr Sarwar Ali, Syed Shamsul Haque, AK Khandker, Sultana Kamal,
Kamal Lohani and Ayesha Khanam alongside (back row) Abed Khan, Dr Baharul Alam and Nasir Uddin Yousuff
sing the national anthem at a national convention organised by Bangladesh Rukhe Darao, a platform of progres-
sive and pro-liberation forces, in the capital's Suhrawardy Udyan yesterday.
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Eminent
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The signatories include Prof
Emeritus Serajul Islam
Choudhury of Dhaka
University; columnists Syed
Abul Maksud and Rahnuma
Ahmed; rights activist
Khushi Kabir; and profes-
sors Nasim Akhtar Hossain
and Anu Mohammad of
Jahangirnagar University.

A caller introducing one-
self as wanted criminal
Shahadat demanded Tk 1
lakh from Nurul Kabir's wife
Fauzia Sultana and asked
Nurul Kabir to stop “talking
tough” in talk-shows,
reported New Age.

In the evening, Nurul
Kabir filed a general diary
with police.

Insufficient learning resources
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Healso recommended that the
programme should not just
aim to provide good learning
materials but also the environ-
ment where the tools will be
properly used.

“The programme should
not focus only on schools at
divisional headquarters
because there is a high regional
imbalance in the extent of
English taught and learnt at the
schools in marginal commu-
nities,” he added.

The training must note that
even teachers can have differ-
ent levels of aptitude, said Robi
Vice-President (CRL Division)
Mohiuddin Babar.

Training teachers in English
might encourage some to seek
out higher paid jobs in the
cities, warned the speakers.

This interactive training

fails when teachers do not get
the support while trying to
practice innovative methods
within the classroom, said
Shireen Hasan, founder and
executive director of X-cel
Institute of Interactive
Learning.

Teachers can dedicate an
extra class to use materials
from the weekly page, recom-
mended Nipa Nasrin, lecturer
at Brac Institute of Languages.

"Also, veteran teachers are
less likely to adapt to new
technologies. So focus should
be on younger teachers who
can prove to be more flexible,”
she said.

Manindra Nath Roy, direc-
tor of the Directorate of
Primary Education, recom-
mended that students be
taught to speak English as well.

“In addition, the needs of

primary school students must
be addressed too,” advised
Faizul Kabir, manager of Teach
tfor Bangladesh.

Robi Executive Vice
President Mahmudur Rahman
suggested forming clubs that
improve the practice of English.

Alexandra Tyers, senior
training and development
consultant at British Council,
suggested that Robi provide
learning materials using
mobile services.

Even the use of information
communication technology
needs a good grasp of English,
said Robi acting chief executive
officer Matiul Islam Nowshad.

Our human resources often
miss out on important global
opportunities and cannot
compete in the international
arena because of a lack of
proficiency in English, he said.

Govt tricked people
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up of the plant, as it went
against their interests. The
plaque will be a symbol of
"sovernment trickery”, he said.
lgnoring experts' opinions,
the government is trying to
serve the purposes of vested
quarters, he observed.
Abdullah Harun
Chowdhury, a professor of

environmental science at
Khulna University, said the
plant would cause air and
water pollution, soil erosion,
human diseases, and raise
temperature.

The project is physically,
environmentally, biologically
and sociologically unfit, he
viewed.

Chairing the function, Prof

M Feroze Ahmed, vice chancel-
lor of Stamford University, said
the project would destroy
fisheries in the adjacent rivers
of the world's largest man-
arove forest.

Abul Basher, professor of
zoology at Dhaka University,
and NCSS Member Secretary
Abdul Matin also spoke
among others.
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Tusuka Group

TosuEA-

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT FOR ASST. MANAGER, HUMAN RESOURCES

Human Resources:

Tusuka Group invites application to fill up the vacancy for Asst. Manager

Application deadline: Till 10% October, 2013.
Please send your application via e-mail to hr@tusuka.com
For details please visit : www.tusuka.com/career.php
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VOICE NEWS SERVICE

for the latest news
highlights in English

samsung GALAXY NoteS

WITH GRAMEENPHONE 3G PREMIERE PACKAGE

" grameenphone

”"PRICE SENSITIVE INFORMATION |

This is for information of all concerned that in accordance with the judgment of the Appellate
Division of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of Bangladesh relating to holding of pending AGMs of
the Company for the years 2005 to 2012, the Board of Directors of the Company in its 182nd
meeting held on October 5, 2013 between 1.00 P.M. - 3.40 PM. in the Board Room of the
Company at Uttara Bank Bhaban |:1llf3”1 floor), 90 Motijheel C.A., Dhaka-1000 decided
unanimously to hold its 20th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th and 2?th AGMs due for the
years 2005-2012 based on the audited financial statements approved by the Board in the

following manner:

with Subscription worth BOT 19,000 =

= All Grameenphone STAR Customer can avail this offer in selected Grameenphone Centers and
Samsung Smartphone Café = MRP of this handset is BOT 69,900 = To check your STAR status, dial
*111*9*1# (Free of charge) or type STAR in your message option and send SMS to 9000 (Tk. 2 SMS
charge and 15% VAT applicable).

THE FOLLOWING GIFTS SHALL BE PROVIDED BY GRAMEENPHONE:

> Customer will get the total free 2GB 3G internet, 1st 1GB in the first week of November and the
2nd 1GB in the first week of December = To avail this offer, customers need to tag themselves by
dialing 4724 (Free) from their newly purchased Samsung Galaxy Note 3 > Eligible customers will
get total 2GB 3G data free within December = For 306 offer, GP will ensure the volume, customers
will still be able to use this 2GB internet through EDGE if the customer is outside the 3G coverage
area = Grameenphone STAR Customer who will purchase with Standard Chartered Bank Credit
Card, will be able to avail a 24 month installment purchase option @BDT 2912 for the handset.
= For details, visit: www.grameenphone.com

THE FOLLOWING GIFTS SHALL BE PROVIDED BY SAMSUNG:
> 10% discount up-gradation coupon for Samsung Galaxy Note 4 approximately worth BOT 7,000
> Free flip cover worth BDT 4,000 which needs to be redeemed later > Free paid application along
If any claim arises regarding these free gifts, Samsung will

take full responsibility = After Sales Service will be provided as per Samsung Standard After Sales
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Tel:

A Continental Restaurant & Catering Company at
Jamuna Future Park is looking for flowing person.

1. Executive Chef: F&B Graduate from any Australian or European
University. Having Experience of working as Chef in any 5 star hotels for &
years in Australia or Europe. Expertise in [talian food will be given preference.
Those who are getting salary minimum 80,000/-
deserving more salary are requested to apply to:-

Jamuna Future Park,EE‘u‘E|*5, ZGHE*B:ShDFJ- 5B-21.22.23

01191687476, 018191156826

Taka and

Cell :

SALE OF JUTE MILLS MACHINERY

A foreign reputed composite Jute Mills presently in running condition with a
production capacity of 20-25 M. Tons per day, will be sold out with its full set of
machinery at an attractive price with a view to switchover to other business.
All the machinery are in good condition and model of some of the
machinery are of year 2000 or latest. List of complete set of machinery
and price will be provided on inquiry at the following address.

Interested customers are requested to contact us for further information.

Whitegold Enterprise

1: 01552444074, 01940396244
E-mail: info@whitegoldenterprise.com

f Ready Flat Sale

Gulshan

Service policy = For non GP STAR, 12 EMIs @ 5,825/~ is applicable.

For the years 2005 - 2012 (..?ﬂth 27th AGMs)

Snmsupg

Date of AGM
Record Date
Time and Venue

Dividend recommended

Dated : 51" October 2013

Delta Life Insurance Company Ltd.

90 Motijheel Commercial Area.,
A PABX : 9565033, FF

November 16, 2013 for the years from 2005 to 2012
October 30, 2013 for the years from 2005 to 2012

10.00 A.M. for the year 2005,
10.30 A.M. for the year 2006,
11.00 A.M. for the year 2007,
11.30A.M. for the year 2008,
12.00 Noon for the year 2009,
12.30 P.M. for the year 2010,
2.30 P.M. for the year 2011,
3.00 P.M. for the year 2012.

Delta Life Tower, Plot No 37, Road No. 45 (South ) &
90 (North), Gulshan Circle -2 , Dhaka.

For the years 2005 - 2011 : Nil

For the year 2012 : Out of the surplus emerged
in 2012 together with
accumulated surplus for the
years 2005 to 2011,

21 (Twenty one) bonus
shares (stock dividend) for
each share of Tk.10 each.

By order of the Board
sd/-
Abdullah Al-Mansur
Company Secretary

INDhaka-1000
NE-O0Z2-9562219 J

el o

(Lake View Premium Flat) | (

Uttara

(Near Park & School)

k> Crown Property & Development Ltd.
el 01921454266, 01921454265, 01921454267

ﬁ

www.pu.edu.bd

BA in English

BS in EconomicsBSe n ET
in Economics cin

EMBA MSinEconomics BS in Computer Science

BBA
MBA

PRESIDENCY UNIVERSITY

Admission : Fall 2013

UGC & Govt. apporved

BSc in Civil Engineering
BSc in EEE

Tel:

Gulshan Campus:
Plot:11-A, Road:92, Gulshan—2, Dhaka.

9857617-8, 8831182-3. Ext: 102/107

01741378506, 01741378570, 01768371820

OFFICE RENT AT GULSHAN-2
A well furnished office space is
ready to rent with modern

fittings, fixtures and Office

furniture at Gulshan- 2 Circle.
Office Size: 3050 sft. Address:
Taher Tower (9th Floor), Plot-
10, Gulshan -2, Dhaka-1212.
Ph:02-8827968, 8625471, Mobile: 01841441464

The

Spread of religious extremism
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scholars from
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan,
Sri Lanka and Nepal partici-
pating in the conference
observed that religious
fundamentalism is spread-
ing in South Asian countries
and obstructing the progress
of secularism.

Failure of secular forces
to prevent this menace is
partly responsible for the
escalating threat of commu-
nal violence, they said.

Chairing the closing
Sess10n, eminent
Bangladeshi historian and
the sammilani Convener
Prof Muntassir Mamoon
said the countries need to
work as a single entity to
fight all forms of religious
extremism.

“Secularism has to be
there for the sake of eco-
nomic and other develop-
ments,” he said.

The scholars also opined
it was the state's duty to
recognise pluralism and
religious and lingual ethnic-

ity and assure minority
communities a life without
fear.

“In Bangladesh, we
observe a serious practice of
ethnicity-based
communalism. While the
whole world is recognising
our language, we are yet to
recognise our own ethnic
languages,” said Prof
Mesbah Kamal of Dhaka
LIniversity.

There are at least 39 dif-
ferent languages in
Bangladesh, he said,
observing that unlike other
parts of the world, cultural
movements in this region
have shaped political activi-
ties.

Historian Prof Syed
Anwar Husain said politics
and religion have different
purposes and should not be
mixed, while democracy is
secular by nature.

“If communalism rises in
the name of religion then I
must say that we do not
practice religion accord-
ingly,” he said.

Criticising Bangladesh's
constitution which simulta-
neously states that the coun-
try is secular and recognises
Islam as the state religion,
he asked, "How can you mix
oil and water?”

Prof Rohan Gunaratna
of Sri Lanka made it clear
that the next generation
would be grateful if the
present generation makes
them believe in the need of
a secular state.

Former Indian cabinet
minister Mani Shankar
Aidyar and Pakistani Islamic
scholar and columnist Syed
Haider Farooq Moudoodi
also spoke.

Woman found
FROM PAGE 5
Mahfuzul told police that
after getting up in the morn-
ing he saw his wife's body
hanging from the ceiling fan
with a scarf.

He said he had no quarrel
with his wife.

Pest Control Service|
by
SCORPION
SERVICES
01711520720
01711536093

scorpionservices.net
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IN MEMORIAM
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from 1956 to 1961.

Prof. Askar Ali, Barrister-at-Law (1900-1989)

Today is the 24th death anniversary of Professor Askar
Ali. Professor Ali did his M.A in English from Dhaka
University (1924); B.A. Hons in Old English language &
literature from London University
Bar-at-Law from Lincoln’s Inn (1932). He joined Bengal
Education Service in 1934 and served as Professor of
English in various colleges including Calcutta Islamia
College, Hooghly College, Dhaka Govt. College and
Dhaka University. After his retirement in 1956, he
served as Principal of Carmichael College of Rangpur

May Allah grant his soul eternal peace in the heaven.

His sons, daughters & grandchildren

(1929) and
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Since : 1993

«~ INDEPENDENT UNIVERSITY,
) BANGLADESH

FACULTY SEARCH

Independent University, Bangladesh, one of the leading private
universities in the country, invites applications for a position of Lecturer
in Microbiology in the School of Life Sciences:

A Master's degree in relevant field from a reputed recognized University;
A minimum CGPA of 3.00 in a scale of 4.00 at the Master's degree level;
Extensive research and publications will be an added qualification.

Please download the Application Form from our website at
http://www.iub.edu.bd/jobs, fill it in and e-mail it to
<hrdept@iub.edu.bd / hrdeptiub@gmail.com > by October 24, 2013.
Only online applications will be acceptable.
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