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MESSAGE

On this historic occasion of inauguration of Bangladesh-India Power Grid
interconnection, it is an honor for us to congratulate the people and governments
of Bangladesh and India for making this happen. 1 understand this has been made
possible by the able leaderships of Her Excellency Prime Minister of Bangladesh
Sheikh Hasina and His Excellency Prime Minister of India Manmohan Singh.
ADB takes pride in supporting Bangladesh to start this new era in energy
cooperation between Bangladesh and India through the SASEC Bangladesh India
Electrical Grid Interconnection Project. 1 am also glad to note that ADB
facilitated initial dialogue between Bangladesh and India in 1997 to identify
possible exchanges of electricity. What we have achieved today was a dream in
that time. But the dreams have come true. This will result in the more effective
use of existing energy resources in the region. This project will increase the
availability of power in Bangladesh by about 10%. This will help Bangladesh
reduce existing power deficit, improve the supply, and lower Bangladesh's
current reliance on captive and rental generation facilities, and help to generate
jobs and new business opportunities by providing a more reliable supply of
power to industries.

We look forward to continue working with Government of Bangladesh to help
reduce poverty and improve lives of the millions in near future.
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