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Prime Minister
MESSAGE

I am delighted that the power transmission line between Baharampur
in India and Bheramara in Bangladesh has been completed, thus paving the way
for electricity supply from India to Bangladesh. The decision to undertake this
important project of connecting the electricity grids of our two countries was
taken during the successful visit of H.E. Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister of
Bangladesh, to India in January 2010. It gives me immense satisfaction that we
have been able to bring this initiative to fruition in a short span of time.

Power 1s the key to a country's sustainable economic development. 1
congratulate Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for her vision and leadership, which
has seen Bangladesh make tremendous strides in energy security.

The India-Bangladesh Grnid Interconnection not only links the
electricity grids of the two countries, but strengthens the bonds of friendship
between the peoples of our two countries. The agreed flow of 500 MW of power
from India to Bangladesh on this transmission line adds a new chapter to our
bilateral relations and our growing economic partnership, while contributing to
Bangladesh's economic development.

This historic initiative will, | hope, lead us towards a future in which
our two countries and our region are integrated in a growing web of cross-
border energy links and trade. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and I share this
vision for the people of our two countries and | am sure that it holds great
promise for broader regional economic cooperation in a number of areas,

| heartily congratulate the teams of engineers, technicians and
specialists of both India and Bangladesh, who have worked tirelessly on
achieving this important milestone. 1 also extend my felicitations to the people
of both India and Bangladesh for achieving this important landmark in our
bilateral relations.

Maends o Sical,
New Delln (Manmohan Singh)
02 October, 2013

Dr. Dipu Moni, MP

Foreign Minister
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

MESSAGE

Inauguration of the first ever power import by Bangladesh from abroad,
operationalization of our first ever two nation inter-grid connectivity is truly
unique and historic. This is certainly a remarkable manifestation of the depth
and dimension of bilateral relations between two friendly neighbours,
Bangladesh and India.

We are grateful to the Hon'ble Prime Minmister of Bangladesh H.E. Sheikh
Hasina whose vision and able guidance has led us to this watershed moment. |
also thank H.E. Dr. Manmohan Singh, Hon'ble Prime Minister of India as well
as the Government of India for their whole-hearted support in making the two-
nation grid connectivity a reality. Thanks are owed to ADB as well for funding
this project.

Power sector cooperation between our two countries is destined to result in a
win-win situation- we need power in Bangladesh to fuel our economic
development while India has the cheapest way of transferring hydro-power from
its northeastern states to the rest of India through Bangladesh. We are also
looking at bilateral cooperation in renewable energy. Ground breaking of
Bheramara project could be the stepping stone for larger power sector
cooperation between our two couniries which may subsequently be expanded to
regional power grid networking. In so doing, we can aspire to have a sub-region
self-sufficient in power, This is likely to give fresh impetus to forge cooperation
among the countries in the region in other potential sectors leading to a full scale
regional cooperation- a prosperous South Asia we all dream about.

On the joyous occasion, [ would like to convey my deep appreciation to the
technical experts and officials of both the countries whose untiring and
dedicated work has made things happen. We are proud of you.

i
Dr. Dipu Moni, MP
Foreign Minister
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