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Rights for intellectual property

MOHAMMAD ATIQUE RAHMAN

N this age of technology and economic

globalisation, perhaps most of the discus-

sions are now centered on the notion of
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR). This is quite
expected as intangible assets have become the
foundation on which the business sector now
functions globally. These assets lead to innova-
tion, which is a driving force behind the global
economy. Innovation opens up new areas where
much better goods and services can be produced
and provided at low cost. Therefore, the con-
sumers can be benefited from the better prod-
ucts at competitive prices and have access to new
products as well.

These intangible assets are products of
human creative activities but unlike real or
personal property, which is protected by physi-
cal security measures like fences and boundaries,
intellectual property protection is difficult.
Because they are typically easy to copy, imitate
and reproduce, it is difficult for the experts, inno-
vators and investors to reap full value of invest-
ment as their competitors can easily appropriate
the ideas. What are the solutions available for
them?

Without property rights, innovators and inves-
tors may try to keep their innovations secret in
order to profit from them for indefinite period of
time! Imagine that our famous writer Humayun
Ahmed guarded his plays so that only his com-
pany could perform them. Biotechnologists,
pharmacists and scientists are keen to keep their
innovations secret, though they can make signifi-
cant contributions in agriculture, health and
sciences all over the world.

Conceivably, with effective property rights
innovators can disseminate their inventions
and charge fees for their use. IP rights ensure
statutory protection to the moral and economic
rights of creators to their creations and the
rights of the public to access those creations.
Intellectual property rights also promote cre-
ativity and encourage fair trading. Rights on
intellectual property are the legal rights on the
intellectual activities in the industrial, scien-
tific, literary and artistic fields. These rights are
territorial, i.e. the owner of the invention can
seek property rights in certain country/s accord-
ing to the law/s of that country.

Intellectual property rights are of two kinds;
industrial property and authors' or artists' rights.
As for example, patent is a set of legal rights
granted to an inventor and copyright is related to
the author's rights. In brief, intellectual property
rights include rights relating to literary, artistic
and scientific creations, performances of per-
forming artists, phonograms and broadcasts,
inventions in all fields of human endeavour,
scientific discoveries, industrial designs, trade-

marks services, and protection against unfair
competition.

Critics can argue that intellectual property
rights confer monopoly power to the creators.
But these rights are temporary and can vary in
duration according to the context of the country.
International intellectual property related con-
ventions and treatises propose only for mini-
mum duration of protection, after which eco-
nomic right will not be valid. Critics may also
argue that intellectual property protection only
serves the interests of the foreign companies of
developed countries. Therefore, governments of
developing countries should not provide this
protection to them.

In this context, the counter argument is that
such policies are disincentives to the investors. [t
is evident that a state can attract foreign invest-
ments with [PRs policies which augment tech-
nology transfers and technology-diffusions with
local industries. Nowadays, inventors, individual
researchers and research communities, including
universities and government institutions, in the
developing countries are looking increasingly to
IP rights as sources of revenue and funding for
their works. The interest of research communities
in maximising revenues from innovation are
universal and are not only confined to the devel-
oped nations.

Recent trends show that research institutions
in developing countries such as India, Brazil,
China and Thailand are increasingly active in
seeking intellectual property protection for their
innovations in many countries. According to
World Intellectual Property Indicators (WIPO,
2012), in 2011, China overtook the United States
by receiving more than half million patent appli-
cations. On the other hand, US received 503,582
and Japan got 342,610 (WIPQO, 2012). In recent
years, patent filings on energy related technolo-
gies are increasing, mainly in four sectors i.e. fuel
cells, geothermal, solar and wind (WIPO, 2012).

Bangladesh, as an energy deficient country,
can benefit from patent protection in energy
related technology which enables technology
transfer to the local companies for innovation of
efficient solar and wind energy sources.
Residents of middle income/developing coun-
tries are also increasingly filing for utility model
application, which is an inventive idea to pro-
vide technical solutions for day-to-day activities,
Litility model adds efficiency to the machines or
parts of machines, instruments and tools for
efficient use.

In Bangladesh, discussions on intellectual
property rights are also in the forefront.
Recently, local scientists achieved great success
in decoding the genome sequence of a local
variety of jute (golden fiber of Bangladesh).
They have also successfully decoded the genome
sequence of 'tossa’ (high-yielding variety) jute

and devastating crop-killer fungal. Our scientists
have now complete information about the
genome sequence of jute. The country now needs
a robust intellectual property rights mechanism
to establish its ownership on a variety of crops,
local discoveries and inventions.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina also
expressed her concern about establishing
intellectual property rights on all scientific
researches on jute, including its genome
sequence. Therefore, Bangladesh should
enable all the existing IP mechanisms. At pres-
ent, the government of Bangladesh has given
more importance to upgrading and modernis-
ing the IP laws for ensuring conformity with
Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS).

Several initiatives are underway to update
patent design law, enact a new geographical
indications law, and law on layout design of
Integrated Circuits (IC). Bangladesh needs to
initiate norme-setting activities by organising
seminars, workshops, and educational and train-
ing programmes to create mass awareness.
Bangladesh should also develop an IP office with
logistics and seek international cooperation and
support. And, most importantly, develop local IP
experts, academics, professionals and negotia-
LOTIS.

To implement all these measures Bangladesh
does not require ad-hoc measures, but systematic
and continuous support for sustainable long-
term development programmes. Only rights can
ensure the value of intellectual property by
extracting a price for its use by others. The price
rewards the creators and encourages more inno-
vations and faster growth, which ultimately bene-
fits the society and country.
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The writer is Lecturer, Department of International Relations,
University of Dhaka, Currently Studying Master of Law in
Intellectual Property in the University of Turin, Italy.
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The first private university in Bangladesh

 North South University (NSU), the first private university in Bangladesh which &
_ provides higher education through curricula at par with North American standards, §
~ seeks applications for the position of Assistant to the Vice Chancellor for §
. Administrative Affairs. The university is run by the Private University Act 2010 of the §
_ peoples’ Republic of Bangladesh and works closely under the supervision of the |
E Ministry of Education and the University Grants Commission, providing an §
: international standard of education. :

Assistant to the Vice Chancellor for Administrative Affairs: 1 Positionfg
Academic Qualifications: Master’s degree preferably in English from a reputable
: university, outstanding writing skill in English, superior computer proficiency in MS §
: Office Applications. =
. Age limit: Not more than 35 years.

Job Experience: Minimum 2-3 years in relevant work

_ Job Description: Edit and proofread documents and correspondence; draft speeches, §
' messages, office orders, internal and external correspondence and letters/memos for
Vice Chancellor; write and edit minutes of the meetings; focus on compliance of
| private university act; write reports to NSU Trustee Board, UGC, Education Ministry §
_ and elsewhere; follow up of decisions of Board of Trustees, Syndicate and Academic §
: Council; perform other duties, assigned by the Vice Chancellor.

Experience and qualification can be relaxed for exceptional candidates

:Monthly Salary: Attractive salary packages & benefits will be offered to the{
2 deserving candidate.
 Other Benefits: Provident Fund, Gratuity, Festival Bonuses, Group Insurance, free |
in- house Medical Consultation etc. ;

Only short-listed candidates will be called for interview

_ Candidates may apply with complete CV with a list of three referees, two recent
: photographs, copies of transcripts and a writing sample (if available) by 22
- October, 2013, in hard copy to: :

PS to The Vice Chancellor

NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY
Bashundhara, Baridhara, Dhaka - 1229

SUBRATA DAS

EPTEMBER 27, 2013, marked the 29th anniversary

of Shaheed Moyezuddin's martyrdom. He was one

of the most influential political leaders in the
history of Bangladesh. Moyezuddin's death gnaws at our
conscience and dampens our hopes and dreams. Our
future seems dark and desolate because we have closed
the doors and windows through which light could enter.
This very light , which is the soul of a nation, will only
enter when we as a people honour heroes like him,
remembering their contributions and sacrifices; by
being transformed their ideals, values and principles
which serve as a guiding light for a truly free and pros-
perous nation.

Hailing from Barahara village under Kaligonj upazilla
of Gazipur district, Moyezuddin got B.A. (Honours)
degree in Political Science from Dhaka University in
1953 and M. A. degree from the same institution in
1955. He declined to join in governmental job though
he passed in the CSS examination of 1956. Later, he
began law business after passing L.L.B. from Dhaka
University in 1960 and established himself as a reputed
lawyer within a short time.

Moyezuddin's wife Bilkuis Begum was an inspiring force
and a close aide. The couple had five children, in whom they
instilled the importance education, hard work and social
and cultural values. His daughter, Meher Afroze Chumki, is

a very popular member of parliament of Kaligonj constitu-
ency. He had a great passion for music, especially Rabindra
Sangeet and Lalon Geeti, and would always find time to
listen them in spite of his busy schedule.

He played an active role during the 'Agartala Conspiracy
Case' as the convener of 'Mujib Tahabil,' and as a leading
organiser of our great Liberation War.

Moyezuddin boldly protested the brutal killing of
Sheikh Mujib in the first meeting of parliament members
at Bangabhaban called by Moshtaq after August 15.The
meeting was actually a plot to certify the Bangabandhu
killing,

He was a member of parliament and close aide of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. He played a very
important role in reorganising, reviving and bolstering
Awami League in that crucial period after the tragic assassi-
nation of Sheikh Mujib. Moyezuddin sacrificed his life on
September 22, 1984 in the democracy reestablishment
movement against military ruler H.M. Ershad. Ershad was
finally forced to resign on December 4, 1990 and democ-
racy ultimately won.

Movezuddin was known for his farsightedness, uncom-
promising ideology, justice and honesty, and close connec-
tion with common people. Nepotism, greed and corruption
could never touch him. My heart bleeds for him.

.................................................................................................

The writer is a reporter of The Daily Star.
E-mall: subrata.sust@gmail.com

T|IE|P
By THOMAS JOSEPH g E
ACROSS DOWN A
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composer ERA S|AID
11 Mis- 4 Gentle CIKIE
behave pull HIE|T
12 Hawaiian 5 Black MITT
hello suit OJTIE
13 Move 6 Enjoyed Yesterday’'s answer
on a PC, oneself
in a way 7 Ancient 22 Maiden 33 Free (of)
15 Filming 8 Manor name 34 Corrosive
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16 Rock's — 9 "Scram!” 24 Films, 35 Slacker
Leppard 10 Gift-wrap- slangily address
17 Buck's ping need 25 Had 36 Without a
mate 14 Volleyball dinner date
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home 20 Occupa- e.g. 42 Cry of
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29 Censor's
sound
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and
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32 Squad car
sound
34 TV plugs
37 Objective
38 Inquire
41 Move
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46 “The Re-
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E 44
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47 Derisive a6
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LOOK OuT!
SOMETHING

FELL OFF
THAT TRUCK!

QUOTABLE
Quotes

"' All life is an experiment. The more

experiments you make the better.""
Ralph Waldo Emerson

AXYDLBAAXR
S LONGFELLOW

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O’s, etc. Single letters,
apostrophes, the length and formation of the words
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

9-10 CRYPTOQUOTE

QAN MGTZQKPT PM RPPH

OPMQIJSFN KO QP WSYN QAN

LPWIDNU STINSF E N

QF

OKWIDN. — RFSHX EPPZA

Yesterday's Cryptoquote: EVERYONE THINKS OF
CHANGING THE WORLD, BUT NO ONE THINKS
OF CHANGING HIMSELE. — LEO TOLSTOY
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HP recommends Windows.

Make it matter.

Finally, a tablet
with a work ethic.

HP ElitePad 900 Business Tablet
(D5154PA)

* Intel® Atom™ Processor 22760
(1.80 GHz)

« Windows 8 Prof

» ZGBDDR3, 32G8B eMMC 55D

» 10.1" diagonal WXGA display

= Bluetooth Keyboard

» Docking Station

Tk. 86,000.00 (Price without tax)

Introducing the HP ElitePad. Unleash your productivity.

Built for business with Windows BPro’ and enterprise-class security. And thanks to a suite of productivity-
enhancing accessories like Smart Jackets, you can have a desktop PC experience when you're in the office or a
nimble and light tablet when you're anywhere else. The new HP ElitePad - it works in all the ways you do.

HP ElitePad Docking Station’ HP ElitePad Bluetooth Keyboard

and Mouse*

HP Expansion Jacket’ HP ElitePad Rugged Case’

Connect with us
www.facebook.com/HPbangladesh

VISIT: Our Authorized Partners
CLICK: www.hp.com/personal

Work easy. Play hard. B Windows 8
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* Rahman Corporation Tel: 01973 020022 = Brilliant Technologies Ltd Tel: 01819085560 = Sys Computers Tel: 01681 581373 = Index IT Limited Tel: 02918 3192 = Moblielink International Tel:
01711 567790 » Confidence Computer & Metwork Tel: 01713 008343 RAJSHAHI « Pixels Pvt Limited Tel: 721774462 = Cell Computer Tel: 01714 081082 DINAJPUR = Silicon Computer
Tel: 01819780202 MYMENSING * Lotus Computer Tel: 01711642779 = MM Computer Tel: 01713 027450 KUSHTIA = Aristo Computer Tel: 01839 902 266 SYLHET = Genius Technology Tel: 01714 050072
» Computer Gallery Tel: 01711 3267120 » Hi Tech Computer Tel: 01716 9059594 = Digital Equipment Ltd Tel: 01713 0354892 BARISAL = Ideal Computer Systems Tel: 01711 047733
» Ark Computer Systems Tel: 01617 347138 KHULNA -+ Inter wave computer Tel: 01711 187422 = Chips & Bytes Tel: 01711 443462 CHITTAGONG = Computer Village Tel: 01713 240717
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* Computer Care Tel: 01746 623225 COX'S BRZAR * Nyta Computer Tel: 018198071607
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