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Despite setbacks,
garment to rule

Forecasts McKinsey report

Bangladesh will continue to be among the top three apparel sourcing desti-
nations over the next five years, despite the recent industrial accidents, a new
survey by American consulting firm McKinsey & Co found.

The country's $20 billion garment sector came ahead of smaller rivals
Vietnam and Cambodia in the ranking of countries with the highest poten-

tial for future sourcing.

But the twin disasters of Rana Plaza collapse and Tazreen fire did have an
impact on the international buyers' minds: some 52 percent of the respondents

TOP RMG SOURCING COUNTRIES

Survey of 29 leading retailers
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Businessmen block the
capital's Mitford Road and
keep their shops shut yes-
terday, demanding release
of the medicine traders
detained the day before in a
drive against fake and
unauthorised drugs. Inset,
patients coming out of
nearby Sir Salimullah
Medical College Hospital
had to walk since vehicles
were not available there
because of the protest.
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MUGGING IN SYLHET

Tk 1cr looted
from bank staff

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Armed robbers snatched in broad daylight
Tk 1 crore from a private car that was

carrying the money from Brac Bank's Lo tﬂl Cilpﬂfity 2, 706 MW

Sylhet city branch at Zindabazar to

8 new power plants
given green light

Projects include 5 coal-fired plants,

[LAND BOUNDARY DEAL

Trinamool
e — shops kept shut

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

PROTEST AGAINST DRIVE

Mitford medicine

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

itS p O Siti 0 n Traders of the country's largest wholesale medicine market

in the capital's Mitford yesterday kept their shops shut,
protesting Saturday's drive against the sale of illegal and

. STAFF CORRESPONDENT The eight plants -- five coal-based, one gas- unauthorised medicine.
Bishwanath branch yesterday. fired and two furnace oil-fuelled -- will generate | Dhaka and New Delhi are expecting a posi- A mobile court jointly raided the market with the help
At about 3:15pm, the robbers waylaid The cabinet committee on purchase 2 706 megawatts of power. The government | tive development towards ratification of the of Rapid Action Battalion-10, the Directorate General of
the car near Lalabazar at Dakkhin Surma yesterday approved eight power plants -- Il purchase itata price of Tk 6.6 to Tk 6.79 per | land boundary agreement (LBA), as Drug Administration (DGDA), and Bangladesh Standards
upazila on the Dhaka-Sylhet highway and | to be built, owned and operated (BOO) kilowatt (kW). Trinamool Congress has indicated its will- and Testing Institution (BSTI), and seized medicine worth
took away the money at gunpoint, said by local private companies -- in a bid to Talking to journalist after the meeting, | ingness to allow the introduction of a consti- | Tk 5 crore.
Mohammad Ayub, additional deputy tackle the country's growing energy crisis  Muhith said the co mpanies who got the job | tution amendment bill in Indian parliament. A total of 94 people were arrested in this connection, and
commissioner of Sylhet Metropolitan The committee at a meeting chaired by  will decide from where they will procure coal. Both the sides were encouraged by more than Tk 1.28 crore was realised in fines.
Police (SMP). Finance Minister AMA Mubhith also okayed They will have to specifically mention the | recent signals from Mamata Banerjee-led The traders alleged that the Rab personnel had harassed
Apart from the driver, only Gaohar the second phase of techno-feasibility source of coal duringthesigning of agreements. | Trinamool, which had opposed the them, arrested their fellow traders, and seized their goods
SEE PAGE 13 coL 4 | study of Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant. SEE PAGE 13 COL 1 SEE PAGE 11 COL 4 SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Youths who work for Plan International Bangladesh speak at the September 10
launch of a national survey report on child marriage in the country. pHOTO: FILE PHOTO
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Of change-makers

] ANIKA HOSSAIN

Keshab Roy, a Nilphamari boy. He is just 18 but he
has already made himself internationally known by
winning a UN award. For what he has been doing
can change things for the better, and, who knows,
for good perhaps.

For in a country known for its rich and vibrant
culture, there are certain deep-rooted social ills that
hold it back from achieving the progress its people
work so hard to achieve. One of those ills comes in
the form of child marriage, a grave violation of
human rights. And Keshab knows it and wants to

stop it.

Last year, he received the Youth Courage Award
from the UN for his relentless efforts to put an end
to child marriage as well as preventing children from
discontinuing their education.

In Bangladesh, 64 percent of women aged
between 20 and 24 who were surveyed were married
before 18, which is the minimum legal age for such
a life-changing event, This finding of a national
survey, commissioned by Plan International
Bangladesh and carried out by ICDDR, B, came on
10 September.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

" @he Baily Star

%

Integral Energy Limited
ONLINE POLL

Do you agree with green activists
that the government is deceiving
people with assurances that the
Rampal power plant project will
do no harm to the Sundarbans?

& Voo m— (82%)
w No mm (18%)
TOTALVOTES: 212

TODAY'SPOLL
Do you think a favourable
minimum wage will help end
labour unrest in the

garment sector?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
. www.thedailystar.net J

PRAYERTIMING  September 30
Azan Jamaat

Ast 415 4-30
Maghrib 6-00 6-05

Esha 7-30 8-00
Source-Islamic Foundation

Chy Mueen wanted
undivided Pakistan

His counsel tells tribunal, refutes war
crimes allegations against him

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

A state-appointed defence counsel yesterday claimed that Chowdhury
Mueen Uddin was a supporter of undivided Pakistan but had not commit-

ted any crimes during the Liberation Warin 1971,
Salma Hai Tuny, who was representing alleged Al-Badr leader Mueen at

the International Crimes Tribunal-2, said her client was also a supporter of
[slami Chhatra Sangha, the then student wing of Jamaat-e-Islami, but was
neitherits leader nora member.

On the first day of the defence arguments in the case against Mueen and
Ashrafuzzaman Khan, Salma, however, said the intellectuals' killings dur-
ing the war were “true as daylight”.

But her client was not involved, she added.

Mueen and Ashraf, who are now on the run abroad, are facing 18
charges for their alleged involvement in the abduction and killings of 18
intellectuals and are being tried in absentia.

At the beginning of her more-than-four-hour arguments, Salma said she
had tried to contact the family members and relatives of the accused, but

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Marriage the secret
to good health

THE TELEGRAPH ONLINE

For centuries couples have pledged to stay
together in sickness and in health but now an
academic study has found that a happy mar-
riage could itself be the secret to good health.

Researchers in the US charted the ups
and downs of more than 2,000 married
people over a 20-year period and found a
strong correlation between being happily
married and in good health.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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