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Tourism and Water: Protecting our Common Future

World Tourism Day 2013 is being celebrated globally including Bangladesh with the theme
Tourism and Water: Protecting our Common Future. This yearls theme highlights the
responsibility of the tourism industry to safequard and intelligently manage water. The theme is in
line with the UN General Assemblyis declaration of 2013 as the United Nations International Year
of Water Cooperation, providing the opportunity to focus on the tourism sectorts leadership role
and commitment in facing the global water challenges and the responsibility of tourism sector to
the wider sustainability objectives.

Tourism accounts for a minor share of global water use in comparison to agriculture, which
constitutes an estimated 70% of total water consumption, tourism is far less relevant at 1%. Yet
tourism is often a major user of freshwater in areas where water is scarce or where renewal rates
of aquifers are limited and its contribution to water consumption can be nationally and regionally
significant. For instance, in Barbados, Cyprus, and Malta, tourism accounts for up to 7.3% of
national water consumption, and in coastal zones of the Caribbean or the Mediterranean, tourism
is generally the dominant sector for water use. Tourism and leisure activities can also be a major
factor in water consumption at the regional level.

As Travel and Tourism continues to be one of the worldis largest economic sectors accounting
for almost 9% of global GDP, it has the responsibility to take a significant role for the
conservation of water for future ensuring tourist establishments and destinations invest in
adequate water management throughout the value chain. Tourism has provided environmentally
sound solutions for the conservation and sustainable use of water resources and it is the time to
commit to a more sustainable tourism sector in order to protect our common future.

Water is certainly of crucial importance, an asset and a resource for tourism. It is an asset
because people feel naturally drawn to it, and there are millions of tourists seeking to enjoy this
natural element during their days off, by choosing as their holiday destination where water is the
most specific elements (wetlands, beaches, rivers, lakes, waterfalls, islands, glaciers or
snowfalls), or trying to grasp its many benefits (especially in seaside resorts or spas). Wetland
tourism is growing, with many of the worldis coastlines, lakes and other wetlands among the
most popular tourism destinations. At the same time, water is also a resource for the tourism
industry because it is essential for running most of the sectorls businesses, from hotels and
restaurants to leisure facilities and transportation. Unfortunately tourism also is often in
competition with other sectors in wasting water resources. Tourism and Hospitality operation
especially hotels and restaurants in much of the developing world, are treating water as unlimited
for using in operational work.

In the perspective of Bangladesh, water resources are significant for tourism industry. Coxiis
Bazar considered to be the tourist capital of Bangladesh houses hundreds of tourist
infrastructures and superstructures along the beach where usage of fresh water is huge, but
waste water treatment is not yet infroduced. A good number of hotels, resorts are in operation
along the river banks, wetlands and hoars. Sundarbans is the prime tourist attraction which is
also a swampy forest. So water resources are playing very crucial role in tourism development in
Bangladesh. Recently entrepreneurs are showing great interest to invest in water based tourism
facilities, few water parks have already started their operation. Therefore sustainable water use
and waste water treatment in the tourist installations is a pre-requisite for harnessing the
potentials ensuring sustainable use of water resources.

To protect this precious element of the earth especially in the case of Bangladesh it is required to
initiate a scientific and modern water and waste management strategy. In addition, within the
tourism facility a management plan dealing with water and wastewater issues should be
developed. Staff should be kept informed of the planis progress and recognition/awards should
be given to those who confribute to its success. To achieve an inclusive approach, the water and
wastewater management plan must be integrated with other strategies within a facility. We need
to manage our water resources in an integrated manner considering the interest of all
stakeholders. Many international and national hotel chains have well-established environmental
management systems but in our country we need to do more. Tourism and hospitality industry
people should come forward to address the problem and introduce a modern and scientific water
management system within the facilities. Awareness and behavioral changes should be created
among the hotel, local and tourist himself for using water. Tourists themselves have the
responsibility to use it properly. Moreover we have to establish an integrated water and
wastewater management system nationally to protect the wetlands, rivers and coastal areas for
the preservation of our agriculture, fishery and commerce and also for promoting water based
tourism. Water and solid waste management strategies will only be successful when there are
joint efforts between the tourism industry and local and national government policies and
requlations.

Bangladesh Tourism Board, national tourism organization of the country, is working hard for
creating awareness among the stakeholders and tourists for the proper utilization of water
resource in the tourism business. Water is a right to everyone and it is the duty of the government
to ensure the human rights. As the single largest industry of the world, tourism can play an
invaluable role by acknowledging its part in the problem and confirming its commitment to the
solution. In this context all government and private tourism stakeholders should come forward to
invest more in water management project to offer safe, drinkable and usable water resources for
our next generation.

Akhtaruz Zaman Khan Kabir

Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Bangladesh Tourism Board
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