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Light to moderate rain or thundershowers

Moderately heavy falls are also likely at places, Country's highest temperature 36.0 degree Temperature inCelsius ~ Humidity in percentage

accompanied by temporary gusty wind is  MetOffice said. Celsius was recorded yesterday at Rajshahi and Max: Min: Morning Evening
likely to occur at many places over Rajshahi, Day and night temperature may fall slightly  lowest24.5 degrees at Sandwip. Dhaka 31.6 28.1 74 90
Rangpur, Dhaka, Khulna, Barisal, overthecountry. Highest and lowest temperature and humidity Chittagong  32.7 26.7 83 76
Chittagong and Sylhet divisions till 6:00pm Thesunsetsinthe capital todayat5:51pm  recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday ~ Rajshahi ~ 36.0 27.8 84 90
today. andrises tomorrow at 5:49am. were: Rangpur 316 27.2 84 91

Max: Min: Morming Evening
Khulna 35.5 273 80 93
Barisal 33.0 21.2 88 92
Sylhet 3.7 25.2 80 80
Cox's Bazar 33.0 26.0 92 84

Temperature in Celsius Humidity in percentage

USTC closed
indefinitely

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

The authorities closed the University of
Science and Technology Chittagong (USTC)
for an indefinite period yesterday, fearing a
clash between the students of its two faculties.

Witnesses said some MBBS students
assaulted Mithun Choudhury, a BBA stu-
dent, at noon, bringing allegations that he
misbehaved with them.

Soon after the incident, more than 100
students of business administration and
medicine faculties took position on the
campus, creating a tense situation, they
added.

Police drove away the two groups from
the campus around 2:00pm, said Mainul
Islam Bhuiyan, officer-in-charge (OC) of
Khulshi Police Station.

After an emergency meeting, the authori-
ties decided to shut the university to avert any

violence, said AHM Ishaque Chowdhury, pro-
vice chancellor of the USTC. Punitive action

will be taken against the culpable students
after an inquiry, he added.

According to some students, the confron-
tation was tied to a bickering between
Credit, a BBA student, and Riad, a MBBS
student, on Monday night. The two shared a
room in a mess in the city, and got engaged
in a quarrel over a petty issue, they said.

Mithun, who is being treated in
Bangabandhu Memorial Hospital on the
campus, said some 30-35 MBBS students

* o P ' ]
Y]
| Eg’*

%

;/,,_/: Oyganised by : 563£nts of 22nd Batc

' 3756 Oct 2073
““BELIEVING IS HALF T.

, - g ’ - Sl ‘_-'-'F‘ B -
; —— _ """""*:l""“—-‘:".-.. . e ~
e e IR = S " .

. -

A group of BBA students armed with sticks takes position to clash with MBBS students, not in picture, at the University of Science and
Technology Chittagong (USTC) in Chittagong city around 12:30pm yesterday. The violence was averted, as police drove both groups away from

attacked him with sticks and machetes,

the campus around 2:00pm, and the university was declared closed indefinitely.
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TERMING VOTER ROLL 'FLAWED'

CEC rejects

Khaleda's
allegation

ID card distribution starts

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Kazi
Rakibuddin Ahmad has rejected BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia's allegation that
the voter roll is flawed, and said there was
no scope of forgery in it.

“"We are using new technologies to check
and re-check information in the voter roll.
So, there is no chance of including fake
voters or counting one voter twice," he told
reporters at the Election Commission (EC)
Secretariat in the capital after a meeting of
the commission yesterday:.

Khaleda has repeatedly been alleging for
the last few days that the voter roll, which is
being updated by the EC, is flawed. She also
ruled out the possibility that a credible elec-
tion can be held under the circumstances.

"There may be some minor errors in
names, father's names, or date of birth in
the new voter roll. But the process of cor-
recting the errors is going on, and it is a
continuous process,” the CEC said.

"The next parliamentary election will be
held with a 100 percent flawless voter roll,”
the CEC added.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

An unworried BCL
at CU for five yrs

NIRJHAR MAZUMDER, Cig

In a span of five years, since the Awami
League-led government took over in
January 2009, the chronicle of the
Bangladesh Chhatra League's activities
at Chittagong University has been one
of violence and terror,

This was a period when the warring
factions of the pro-AL student body
clashed 30 times -- mostly over petty
matters like grabbing a seat on the
shuttle train or owing to previous
rivalry -- on the campus, injuring 108
activists. They also fought with the
workers of the Jamaat-e-Islami backed
Islami Chhatra Shibir five times.

In all, these 35 violent incidents left
179 students wounded and two others
killed and cost the university 92 work-
days when academic activities remained
suspended, according to reports in
national and local newspapers.

Why all these clashes? Some BCL
leaders say it was to establish control
on the campus.

If they cannot rule the campus, they
will face hurdles in gaining leadership
positions, former president of CU unit
BCL Abul Monsur Jamshed told The
Daily Star.

Another leader, on condition of ano-
nymity, said the BCL unit needed to meet
the expenses of political activities with-
out the help of the central committee,

"There is no way to meet these
financial needs. So, they get engaged in
crimes like extortion, which eventually
requires them to achieve control of the
campus.”

In the last five years, the BCL men
were not only belligerent about control-
ling the campus, they have also harassed
teachers, assaulted journalists, and
extorted from on-campus shop owners.

University-based journalists were
the most common victims of the
Chhatra League's wrath. In 2011 and
2012, a total of 11 journalists were
beaten up, two of them inside class-
rooms, and harassed. No action fol-
lowed any of these incidents.

Their latest attack on journalists
came on July 30. They locked up the
office of Chittagong University
Journalists' Association (CUJA).

Following such behaviour, the BCL's
central committee apologised to CUJA
and suspended four CU unit leaders.
The BCL men also vandalised the
offices of two hall provosts and the proc-
tor, and locked the room of the political
science department's chairmanin 2011.
Last year, at least two incidents
related to extortion from campus shop
owners came up in the newspapers.
One of those led to a factional clash.
After all these incidents, the student
body, however, hardly took any effec-
tive punitive action against the culpa-
ble activists. In some cases, a handful
of them were suspended, not expelled,
and they continued to be rowdy in
covert or overt manner.
After a factional clash on April 29-
30, 2011, which left five activists
injured, the university suspended

BCL CLASHES IN FIVE YEARS AT CU

No. of No. of
YEAR Factional  Clashes
(Clashes  with Shibir

Wounded Dead

2013 1 0 15 0
2012 10 1 64 2
2011 M 0 27 0
2010 5 0 13 0
2009 3 4 60 0
TOTAL 30 5 179 2

sevenn BCL men for one year each and
14 BCL men were sued.

Only three months later, one of the
seven men, Fazle Rabbi Sujon, who did
not hold any post in BCL but was
involved with the organisation, asked
the proctor in offensive language to
withdraw the case against him and
allow him to sit for exams.

The aggrieved proctor and three
assistant proctors resigned following
this August 2 incident, though they
rejoined office later. But the BCL did
not punish Sujon in either case.

CU unit BCL President Mamunul
Hoque said the responsible persons
were not given any post on the com-
mittee. "That's why they took the
advantage to abuse BCL's name."

Soumen Das, assistant secretary of
CU BCL, however, said the so-called

activists tried to establish that their
rowdiness was in the interest of the
organisation. "As they were treated
politically, no action followed in most
cases, " he said.

Soumen was seriously injured in the
April 29-30 clash and underwent medi-
cal treatment for six months.

A total of eleven factional clashes
left 27 activists injured in 2011.

The latest infighting occurred
between two compartment-based BCL
groups of the university shuttle train
on August 30 this year, injuring 15.

The most violent year in terms of
casualties was 2012. At least 10 inci-
dents of infighting and a huge clash
with Shibir wounded 64 students and
killed two Shibir men.

After the clash with Shibir on
February 8, two cases were filed against
BCL men and a university probe body
held 14 BCL men responsible but no
punitive action followed.

The year 2010 was the least violent,
which witnessed five factional clashes,
injuring 13.

In 2009, the second most violent
year, four BCL-Shibir clashes and three
incidents of BCL infighting left 60 BCL
men injured.

For all this violence of the pro-
ruling party body, the most visible
action was taken only after a factional
clash on September 29 last year, when
six BCL men were wounded.

As a punitive measure, the central
committee suspended 11 BCL men of
the CU for various terms and the uni-
versity suspended eight students,
including five BCL men, for six months
to one year each. In addition, at least
34 BCL activists were sued.

Former proctor Prof Akhtar Hossain
said the university administration took
stern action after those incidents but the
BCL avoided punishing anyone.

For him, the appointment of an
elected vice chancellor could put a stop
to such hooliganism.

"Leaders of the government-backed
organisation always put pressure on
the vice chancellor and administrative
officials because they are appointed
politically.”

A Diesel Electric Multiple
Unit (DEMU) commuter
has been launched on
Sylhet-Akhaura route
yesterday. It will set off at
5:35am from Sylhet tomor-
row to reach Akhaura at
11:50am and return to
Sylhet at 21:55pm after
starting at 15:30pm from
Akhaura. Finance Minister
AMA Muhith, not in pic-
ture, inaugurated the train
at Sylhet Railway Station
where Railways Minister
Mazibul Hoque, not in
picture, was also present.
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@/ World Heart Day
29 September 2013

Master Health Check: (02) 8401600 | Appointment: (02) 8845242

Get your Heart Checked /
on World Heart Day

To check your Heart Health, avail a specially
designed Healthy @ Heart Package @
MHC Clinic of Apollo Hospitals Dhaka
@ an attractive economic price on
28t 29t & 30" September 2013.
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