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MADNESS

UNLIMITED

A bus set alight on Dhaka-
Aricha Highway in front of
Jahangirnagar University
while vehicles being van-
dalised in front of Ideal
School and College in
Motijheel by activists of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
yesterday. The organisa-
tion members went on the
rampage protesting the
submission of a charge
sheet against its five
leaders and activists in a
case for bomb blast at the
information minister's
residence in June.

More on page 5.
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HSBC 40 The Baily Star

Climate
Awards

4th version
of climate
awards
launched

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The fourth instalment of
the HSBC-The Daily Star
Climate Awards, aimed at
recognising and encourag-
ing individuals and organi-
sations actively working
towards preserving the
environment and tackling
the risk of climate change,
was launched yesterday.

The announcement for
this year's awards, which
will recognise five climate
champions in four catego-
ries, was made at a press
conference in the capital's
Pan Pacific Sonargaon
Hotel.

The categories are cli-
mate champion in green
business, climate cham-
pion in green operations,
climate champion in
knowledge management
and climate champion in
community engagement.

Two awards will be given

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

11.5kg gold
seized at
airport

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Customs intelligence yes-
terday seized around 11.5kg
gold worth around Tk 5
crore at Shahjalal
International Airport, and
arrested a man in this
connection.

On suspicion, officials
intercepted Masud Rana
after he had passed the
immigration, and recovered
104 gold bars from inside
his shoes and trousers, said
Mustafizur Rahman, dep-
uty director of customs
intelligence.

He said Masud had
disembarked from a flight
coming from Dubai
around 6:00pm.

On August 30, 155 gold
bars, weighing around
18kg, were recovered from
the airport.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4

Strong quake Kkills

46 1n Pakistan

AFP, Quetta

A major earthquake hit a remote part of
western Pakistan yesterday, killing at least
46 people and prompting a new island to
rise from the sea just off the country's south-
ern coast.

The 7.7-magnitude quake centred in
Baluchistan province's Awaran district was
felt as far afield as New Delhi and Dubai,
residents said.

Officials said the quake, which struck at
4:29pm, demolished dozens of houses in

Awaran, 350 kilometres southwest of the
Baluchistan provincial capital Quetta. Its
epicentre was 20 kilometres below ground.

The area is sparsely populated and most
buildings are mud-built. But the US
Geological Survey issued a red alert, warn-
ing that heavy casualties were likely based
on past data.

Asad Gilani, one of the most senior offi-
cials in the Baluchistan administration, told
AFP that at least 46 people had been con-
firmed killed and 100 injured in the quake.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 8

WAR CRIMES

SC hearing on
Sayedee's
appeal begins

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yester-
day started hearing the
appeal filed by Jamaat
leader Delawar Hossain
Sayedee, challenging the
death penalty awarded to
him for committing crimes
against humanity during
the Liberation War in 1971.
The apex court began
the hearing after rejecting a
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

Court suspends
Maldives vote

Nasheed calls for protests; Commonwealth
condemns 'deeply worrying' move

AFP, Male

The party of the front-runner in elections
due this weekend in the Maldives called for
nationwide protests yesterday after the
Supreme Court suspended the vote, as the
Commonwealth expressed deep concern.

Poll favourite and former president
Mohamed Nasheed, who was the first demo-

cratically elected leader in the holiday
islands, slammed the injunction suspend-
ing Saturday's run-off vote as undemocratic
and the work of a "kangaroo court”.

More damning was a strongly worded
statement from the Commonwealth group
of countries, which has been monitoring
the polls. It said talk of annulling the

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

TRIAL OF MUEEN, ASHRAF

Closing arguments
on facts completed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The prosecution yesterday completed their closing arguments on factual
aspects in the war crimes case against alleged Al-Badr leaders Chowdhury

Mueen Uddin and Ashrafuzzaman Khan.

International Crimes Tribunal-2 led by Justice Obaidul Hassan today is .
set to hear its arguments on the legal aspects of the case.

Mueen and Ashraf, who are now abroad, are facing 11 charges for alleged
involvement in the abduction and killing of 18 intellectuals in the last week |

of the nine-month-longwarin 1971.

Citing testimonies of 13 prosecution witnesses and detailed documen- -
tary evidence, mainly newspaper reports published in 1971 and 1972,
Prosecutor Sahidur Rahman placed arguments to prove 10 charges against

Exonerate
ATM Azhar

' Defence counsels
-appeal to tribunal

. STAFF CORRESPONDENT

. The defence yesterday appealed to the

SEE PAGE 10 COL 5 -

= 102-yr-old
& ywoman with
bound feet

MAIL ONLINE

A 102-year-old is thought to be one of the
few remaining women in China who has
bound feet.

Han Qiaoni, from Yuxian County in
northern China's Shanxi Province, had her
feet broken and bound when she was just
two-years-old.

She says her mother used a long cloth
to wrap her toes, minus the big toe, so
they were bent pressed against the sole of
her foot.

According to Han it took six months
before she was able to walk properly and
get used to the pain.

Millions of Chinese women bound
their feet to turn them into 'three-inch
golden lotuses' or 'San Cun Jin Lian'.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 8

International Crimes Tribunal-1 to exoner-
+ ate ATM Azharul Islam from war crime

: charges, as there was no element in the
formal charge on which the accused could
- be prosecuted.

Defence counsels Shishir Manir and

. Imran Siddiq placed their arguments in

" favour of the discharge petition.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5
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Integral Energy Limited

ONLINE POLL

Do you think that the demand
for a rise in minimum monthly
wage to Tk 8,114 from

Tk 3,000 of the RMG
workers is justified?
(68%)
[_32%,"

™ Yoo mm—
W No =
TOTAL VOTES: 316

TODAY'SPOLL
Do you think it was justified
for BNP leader Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir to blame
Shipping Minister
Shajahan Khan for the
ongoing labour unrest?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT

\._ www.thedailystar.net j

PRAYER TIMING

September 25
Azan Jamaat

Asr 415 430
Maghrib 6-00 6-05

Esha 7-30 8-00
Source: lslamic Foundation
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