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Two killed, 3 ==
drivers burnt

Brutality marks Jamaat's
second day of hartal

STAR REPORT

Pro-hartal pickets beat an auto-rickshaw passenger to death
and inflicted serious burns on three transport workers,
while a Jamaat man was killed in clashes between pickets
and law enforcers yesterday, the second day of the Islamist
party's 48-hour shutdown.

Police said Jamaat-Shibir men attacked a CNG-run auto-
rickshaw at Chondidasgati in Sirajganj around 1:00pm, | . o' 1
leaving one of its passengers dead and another wounded. e 3 B ot

“The driver lost control of the vehicle while trying to save | ' &
the passengers from brickbats. The vehicle skidded off the
road and fell into a ditch,” said Rafiqul Islam, officer-in-
charge of Sirajganj Police Station.

“Showing no mercy to the passengers, the pickets beat
them up and vandalised the vehicle, " said Rafiqul.

Seriously injured Masud Hossain, 27, of Raiganj upazila
was later taken to Sirajganj General Hospital where he suc-
cumbed to his wounds around 4:30pm, said the OC,

Another injured, Shah Alam, 38, of Solonga upazila is
receiving treatment at the same hospital.

In Meherpur, a Jamaat activist was killed and at least 45
people were wounded in a clash between Jamaat men and
law enforcers at Gourinagar in Meherpur in the morning.

The Jamaat called the shutdown protesting Tuesday's
Supreme Court verdict that sentenced Jamaat leader Abdul
Quader Mollah to death for committing crimes against
humanity during the 1971 Liberation War. The hartal ends =
at 6:00am today. Y i R .

The three seriously injured transport workers are now fight-  clockwise from left, bus driver Nazrul Islam, with his wife weeping at his bedside; truck drivers Shamsul Alam and Sekandar at the burn unit of Dhaka Medical College and Hospital.

ing for lifeat the burn unit of Dhaka Medical College Hospital. Meherpur Sub-Inspector Abdul Mannan being taken to Combined Military Hospital in Jessore yesterday. They suffered severe injuries in attacks by alleged Jamaat-Shibir pickets dur-
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SUNDARBANS POWER PROJECT NEAR SUNDARBANS

/ h
Life thrives in the It t ‘ ;\ ] [' l
Sundarbans, but only just. S n O 0
The intricately intertwined a "
waterways, the mangrove -t k th k
forest and brackish water, a ]. ng e rl S
all of them together have
created the one and only INAM AHMED

Ennsﬁt?m in the wnr,m The consultant was drawing a perfect picture. One could
where fishermen (as in easily get swamped by the plan of how big vessels would
the picture) find abun- offload coal at Akram Point off the Sundarbans, how dust
dance of livelihood, and a would be controlled and how the community would soon
variety of species, includ- prosper.
ing the Bengal Tiger, rule As the B{lmpal 1320 MW power plant wii]‘ start churning
supreme. But with two out electricity 14km off the Sundarbans, a unique mangrove
ecosystem of the world, the consultant said mother vessels
pu?-.rer plants set to I_]E will come with 80,000 tonnes of coal at Akram Point, a spot
built and numerous Indus-  ,cked in the belly of the forest. Every day, the plant will
tries waiting to sprout, the  require 10,000 tonnes of coal, which means two to three

future of this unique for- lighterage vessels will ply the Pashur river slicing through
est is now hanging by a the forest.
thread. The consultant went on to say how a most modern vessel

would pump in coal through a funnel into the bottom of
the lighterage vessel and how fine water mist would be
sprayed to contain any dust pollution. In his view, only 1
percent of the total dust will spill out to the river which will
PHOTO: sink to the bottom causing no harm to the forest.
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