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Mueen Uddin and
Mojaheed, who conspired
to cripple the nation and
turn it into an intellectual
desert and who did not let
my son ever see his father.”

Meanwhile, the three-
member tribunal led by
Justice ATM Fazle Kabir
fixed September 19 for
deciding whether it would
take into cognisance the war
crimes charge against
Jamaat-e-Islami Nayeb-e-
Ameer Abdus Subhan.

The prosecution on
Sunday submitted a formal
charge against Subhan,
indicting him on nine
counts of crimes against
humanity during the coun-
try's war of independence.

During her two-hour-
long deposition, Salma
described the life of Azharin
short and said they got
married on February 15,
1970. She also briefly nar-
rated the massacre led by the
Pakistani army on the night
of March 25, 1971. She was
admitted to cabin 31 of the
hospital on that night.

"My husband practiced at
Sayda Pharmacy at
Hatirpool where he pro-
vided treatment to freedom
fighters. There was also a
pharmacy on that lane run
by a Bihari named Ali, who
used to follow the move-
ments of Azhar during the
Liberation War,” she said.

She added that they lived
at house no 22 on Freestreet
School Road in Hatirpool.

“On February 15, 1971,
my husband asked our
domestic help Shahadat to
bring his apron from the
laundry as he was to go to
the hospital shortly.”

At this point, one of the
prosecutors drew the atten-
tion of lawyer Mohammad
Ali, who was helping the
tribunal record the deposi-
tion, to the date.

The witness then revised
the date, saying it would be
November 15. “February 15
is the date of my marriage,”
she said.

The defence took a stand
in protest and told the court
that the prosecution was
helping the witness, which
was not acceptable.

The tribunal then
recorded both February 15
and November 15, with an
explanation that the witness
later revised the date.

Salma continued with
Shahadat who returned to
say he could not go to the
laundry because some
Pakistani soldiers and
armed Bengalis had moved
in on the nearby streets.

His husband decided to
g0 to work on an ambulance
and went to his landlord’s
house to make a phone call
to the hospital and have it
sent for him.

Along with Humayun,
also a doctor who lived next
door, Azharstood in front of
his house waiting for the
ambulance.

“Soon after, the domestic
help returned and said
Pakistani soldiers and
armed Bengalis were saying
something to Azhar, their
guns pointed at him,” said
the witness, adding that she
told Shahadat to call her
husband backin.

“I went to the gate and
saw them hit Azhar with the
butt of a rifle. They also hit
Humayun. The two were
forced to board a car. I cried
out. At gunpoint, some
armed Bengalis took me to
the inside of my house.”

Salma asked the Bengalis
to identify themselves.

“We are here to take Azhar
and Humayun with us on the
instructions of Al-Badr leader
Motiur Rahman Nizami,”
she quoted one of the Al-
Badr members as saying.

Salma's relatives went to
Ramna Police Station where
they found 200 detainees.
But Humayun and Azhar
were nowhere to be found.

The following day, two
physicians of Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
came to her house and said
the bodies of Humayun and
Azharwere at the morgue.

“Their bodies were found
on the culvert of Notre
Dame College. They were
naked and their hands tied
behind them. The bodies
bore marks of severe inju-
ries,” she recalled.

Azhar was buried at
Azimpur Graveyard.

The proceedings of the
case were adjourned until
tomorrow. Nizami, facing
16 war crimes charges, was
produced before the tribu-
nal yesterday.

Earlier, the tribunal
rejected a defence petition
to exclude the deposition of
13th prosecution witness
Shyamoli Nasrin
Chowdhury from the
record.

Muzaffarnagar riots
a big tragedy

Says Manmohan Singh

TIANS, Muzaffarnagar

Terming the communal riots
in Muzaffarnagar a "big trag-
edy", Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, during a
visit to the violence-hit Uttar
Pradesh district along with
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi
and party vice-president
Rahul Gandhi vyesterday,
called for punishing the guilty.

Manmohan Singh asked
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment to ensure safety and

rehabilitation of the people
who were displaced.

A grim faced Manmohan
Singh spoke to officials as he
walked through Bassi Kalan
village and later Tawli amid
tight security.

He told the people that
he, along with Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul Gandhi, had
come to them in solidarity
in their hour of crisis.

As many as 48 people
were killed, over 100 injured
and more than 43,000 ren-

dered homeless in the com-
munal clashes that singed
the area since September 7.
The army was called in to
contain the situation.

The prime minister told
reporters that he expected
the security scenario to
improve in the area so that
the displaced people can
return home.

"People behind such
ghastly violence would be
punished and all help
extended to the UP govern-
ment," the prime minister said.

Plant to use saline water
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environmentalists.”

Matin, also secretary
general of the citizen com-
mittee to protect the
Sundarbans, is critical of the
project.

"It is hard to keep faith in
government's assurances
regarding development
projects. Initially, they com-
mit so many good things but
later, they do notimplement
those.

"It is the government's
style to implement a certain
project,” Matin noted.

The Centre for
Environment and
Geographic Information
Services (Cegis) prepared
the report after consulting
all -- from critics to grass-
roots people at Rampal. The
Department of
Environment approved it in
early August. The Cegis
believes that it addressed
almost all concerns, includ-
ing those linked with the use
of water.

Matin is critical of the use
of Passur's water too.

“They did not mention
how much water they would
extract from the river and
how much they would return
to it. The water flow is being
reduced in the Passur river. If

the power plant uses huge
amount of water for next 50
years, it will have a negative
impact on the river.”

However, the EIA report
says the power plant will
intake about 9,150 m3/hr
(cubic meters per hour) and
discharge about 5,150
m3/hr. Hence, no thermal
plume shall be discharged
to the river.

The required water can
easily be taken from the
Passur, which is only 1% of
the river's lowest ebb tide.
Therefore, it will cause no
significant impact on
aquatic flora and fauna,
according to the report.

A project official explained
that the plant site would be
surrounded by a green belt
and the recycled water will be
used there. Underground
water will be used only for
consumption by the staff and
residents at the plant site,

If water is discharged to the
river, it will have to be atambi-
ent temperature as per the
environment standard. Thus
it will not have any major
impact on the surface water.

The project also suggests
a rain water harvesting sys-
tem to meet domestic and
other purposes.

The proposed project will

have certain adverse impacts
on the fish habitats in the
area due to the direct alter-
ation of physical setup of
habitats. Minor impact on
fish may be noticed only
during the dredging activi-
ties.

The proposed coal-based
thermal power plant will be
of two units (2x660 MW) of
supercritical pulverized coal
boiler type with another
extension of 1,320 MW in
future.

It also includes residen-
tial and social facilities,
water treatment plant, sub-
station, jetty, coal handling
system and coal silo, ash
handling and disposal facil-
ities, and switchyard,
including substation.

The project area spreads
over 1834 acres of land, all
of which has been acquired.
To acquire this land, the
government gave 1,538
individuals around Tk 62.5
crore in compensation.

"In the first phase of the
project, we need 600 acres of
land. This area is currently
being elevated to minimise
impact of environmental
hazards (like tidal surges).
The remaining land will be
developed later,” the project
official said.

No right to vote or run in polls
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Once the proposed changes
take effect, some senior
Jamaat-e-Islami leaders and
others, now facing war crimes
charges, will be disqualified
from contesting the polls and
being registered as voters, if
they are finally convicted.

The Election Commission
(EC) has proposed the
changes in both the laws.

The provision included
in the Representation of the
People Order (RPO) before
the 2008 parliamentary
polls imposed a bar on
people, convicted of war
crimes by any national or
international court, from
contesting the polls.

When the provision was
made, the trial of war criminals
under the international crimes
tribunal act had not begun. The
trial started in 2010.

The EC has proposed
another change in the provi-
sion to make it clearer by
disqualifying those con-
victed under the act from
taking partin the polls.

After the cabinet meeting
thatapproved the changesin the
RPO, the cabinet secretary said a

bill would be placed in parlia-
ment soon to bring about the
proposed amendments.

Meanwhile, Law Minister
Shafique Ahmed vyesterday
placed the bill in parlia-
ment, proposing changes in
the electoral roll law.

As per the proposed
change, the name of a per-
son will be excluded from
the electoral roll or will not
be included in it if he or she
is found guilty under the
Bangladesh Collaborators
(Special Tribunal) Order,
1972 and International
Crimes Tribunal Act 1973.

Failing to get registered as
a voter, a convicted war
criminal will also not be
able to contest parliamen-
tary polls as per RPO, which
also says that a parliamen-
tary aspirant must be a voter.

The constitution of 1972
barred war criminals convicted
under the Bangladesh
Collaborators Order, 1972 from
being registered as voters and
contesting parliamentary polls.

But this provision was
deleted after the August 15,
1975 changeover. The 15th
amendment to the constitu-

tion in June 2011 restored
the constitutional bar.

The two international
crimes tribunals set up under
the international crimes
tribunal act have been hold-
ing trials of some war crimi-
nals, including top leaders of
the Jamaat-e-Islami.

The law minister also
placed another bill in parlia-
ment yesterday proposing
changes in the national 1D
card registration act to pro-
vide 1D cards to people aged
below 18, who are ineligible
for voting rights.

The proposals also
include a provision to pun-
ish individuals, who conceal
information in their applica-
tion for ID cards, with a
maximum five-year jail term
and aTk 50,000 fine.

The EC prepared the ID
cards for voters, alongside
the voter list, with photo-
graphs from 2007. With the
new cards, the total number
of national 1D card holders
will be over 9 crore.

Both the bills were sent to
the parliamentary standing
committee on the law min-
istry for scrutiny.

ACC okays
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The investigators also did
not find any involvement of
the bank's board of members
and the premier's adviser
Syed Modasser Ali, whose
name surfaced after the
detection of the largest ever
loan scam in Bangladesh.
On October 4, 2012, the
anti-graft body filed 11 cases
against 27 top officials of
Sonali Bank and the contro-
versial Hall-Mark Group on
charges of misappropriating
more than Tk 1,568 crore

from the state-run bank's
Ruposhi Bangla Hotel
branch.

The sum, given in cash,
was part of the more than Tk
2,600 crore credits that the
controversial group in con-
nivance with some Sonali
Bank officials swindled using
forged documents, according
to the ACC investigation.

The ACC findings show
that Sonali Bank's Ruposhi
Bangla Hotel branch gave
Hall-Mark more than Tk
1,568.49 crore as loan
between October 2011 and
May 2012.

The swindle was done by
using forged inland bill pur-
chase, and showing some of
the Hall-Mark officials as
owners of wvarious busi-
nesses, according to the
ACC.

The Hall-Mark officials
accused in the chargesheet
are: its Managing Director
Tanvir Mahmud, who is
now in jail; his wife and
chairperson of the group
Jasmine Islam, now free on
bail; General Manager
Tusher Ahmed, also in jail;
and officials Jahangir Alam,
Mir Zakaria, Ziaur Rahman,
Shahidul Islam and Abdur
Basir.

The ACC chargesheet also
bears the names of former
manager of Sonali Bank's
Ruposhi Bangla Hotel
branch AKM Azizur
Rahman, its assistant gen-
eral manager Saiful Hasan,
executive officer Abdul
Matin and senior executive
officer Meherun Nesa Mary.

It also accused the bank's
Managing Director Humayun
Kabir, deputy managing
directors Mainul Haque and
Atiqur Rahman, now in jail,
general managers Nani
Gopal Nath and Mir
Mahidur Rahman, now in
jail, deputy general manag-
ers Sheikh Altaf Hossain,
and Shafijuddin Ahmed,
both in prison now, and
assistant general manager
Kamrul Islam Khan.

Taslim Hasan, director of
T and Brother, Saiful Hasan,
managing director of
Paragon Group and Abdul

Malek, managing director of
Nakshi Knit, were also made
accused in the chargesheet
after the investigators had
found that they took loans
on forged documents from

the same branch of the
bank.

Union Parishad
Chairman Jamal Uddin
Sarker of Tetulbari union
Parishad in Savar was made
accused in the chargesheet
as he had issued fake trade
licenses to Hall Mark
Group.

Asked why the names of
Sonali Bank board directors,
especially ruling party leader
Sarwar Chowdhury Komol,
were excluded from the
chargesheet, ACC Chairman
Mohammad Badiuzzaman
told reporters that he
(Komol) had not taken any
bribe although some Hall-
Mark officials had planned
to offer him some.

Over sparing the prime
minister's health adviser Syed
Modasser Ali from being
included in the chargesheet,
the ACC boss said the inves-
tigation officers had not
found his involvement
although he [Modasser| had
been questioned before and
after the filing of the FIR.

ACC sources said the
chargesheet might be submit-
ted in court any day this week.
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UN resolution
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American military
over Syria.

"The idea is to stick to a
firm line," said an official at
Hollande's office after the
talks with Kerry, Hague and
their French counterpart,
Laurent Fabius.

"They've agreed to seek a
strong and robust resolu-
tion that sets precise and
binding deadlines with a
calendar," said the official,
who declined to be named.

Overcoming bitter differ-
ences, Kerry and the Russian
foreign minister, Sergei
Lavrov, struck a deal in
Geneva on Saturday on
removing President Bashar
al-Assad's chemical arsenal.

After months in which
Moscow and Washington
failed to agree a line on
Syria, Kerry and Lavrov
demanded that Assad
account for his secret stock-
pile within a week and let
international inspectors
eliminate all the weapons by
the middle of next year.

UInder the terms of the
US-Russian agreement, the
UN Security Council - on
which Russia has a veto -
will oversee the process.

The agreement states that
a security council resolution
should allow for regular
assessments of Syria's behav-
iourand "in the event of non-
compliance ... the UN secu-
rity council should impose
measures under chapter 7 of
the UN charter”.

Chapter 7 can include
force but can be limited to
other kinds of sanction.
When Kerry said the council
"must” impose measures
under chapter 7, Lavrov
interrupted to point out that
the agreed text says only it
"should" impose penalties.

The French official said
the goal was to get quick
agreement on a resolution at
UN headquarters.

“We must make progress
in New York," said the offi-
cial, adding that the hope
was to come up with some-
thing that could be put to a
vote before the end of this
week.

12 accused
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metropolitan magistrate,
said court sources.

Upon getting the court
order through chief metro-
politan judge the jail
authorities around 5:00pm
released Babar and 11 others
accused in the case, said
Rafiqul Kader, jailor of
Chittagong Central Jail.

Earlier on August 4,
another prime accused of
the gunfight Saiful Islam
Limon, central assistant
general secretary of pro-
Awami League student body
Bangladesh Chhatra League,
was released on bail upon a
high court order.

Groups of Babar and
Limon had engaged in a
gunfight centring a tender
submission on June 24
killing two persons.

The very day, a case accus-
ing 53 activists of Chhatra
League and Jubo League,
pro-AL youth body, was
filed in connection with the
gunfight.

action

19m rupees
found in
flood-hit
Indian town

AFP, Dehradun

Workers clearing rubble
in a flood-devastated
town in the Indian
Himalayas have discovered
19 million rupees
($303,000) in a safe which
had been swept away by
floodwaters, police said
yesterday:.

The safe was found
on Saturday near the
ruins of a bank in the
town of Kedarnath that
was flattened by flash
floods in June, a police
officersaid.

"The safe was swept
away in the floods but
the cash is safe," police
Inspector General Ram
Singh Meena said in

Dehradun, capital of the
northern state of
LIttarakhand.

Meena said the money
belonged to the State
Bank of India (SBI), the
country’'s largest national-
ised bank.

"We have deposited
the cash in another SBI
branch,”" Meena told
AFP,

SC verdict today
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Jamaat-e-Islami in a serious
crisis of existence as the
thousands of protesters also
demanded a ban on this
anti-liberation political
party and its business
organisations.

The Jamaat, with the help
of the main opposition BNP
and the radical Islamist
organisation Hefajat-e
Islam, came down hard on
Shahbagh protestors, falsely
labelling them as "atheists”.

However, the Shahbagh
movement, which soon
spread even outside the
country, prompted the
government to amend the
International Crimes (Tri-
bunals) Act-1973 to ensure
the right of the state to
appeal on behalf of the war
crimes victims of 1971.

Before that amendment
on February 17, only con-
victed accused in war crimes
cases had the right to appeal
with the SC against the
conviction handed down by
a tribunal.

Quader Mollah's lawyer
naturally appealed against
the tribunal's verdict. But
after the amendment, the
state also appealed seeking
his death sentence.

The defence counsel,
barrister Abdur Razzaq, also
assistant secretary general of
Jamaat, vehemently
opposed the government's
appeal.

He argued the govern-
ment's appeal was not
acceptable under the
amended International
Crimes (Tribunals) Act,
1973, since the amendment
was passed after Tribunal-2
had convicted his client of
war crimes.

The apex court then

appointed seven noted
jurists as amici curiae

(friends of court) to get their
opinions on this debate.

Five of the seven amici
curiae opined the amend-
ment was applicable even in
Mollah's case while two
others disagreed. The issue
will be settled through
today's judgment.

Interestingly, the state,
defence counsel and amici
curiae agreed that the SC has
inherent power to increase
or decrease a sentence given
by any court even without
any appeal.

During the SC hearing,
which continued for 39
working days between April
and July, Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam argued
that the tribunal had not
explained as to why it had
not sentenced the convict to
death.

He said the government's
appeal was acceptable under
the amended provisions of
the International Crimes
(Tribunals) Act, 1973, and
that the amendment does
not curtail the rights of the
defendant.

He also argued that the
constitution protected the
International Crimes (Tri-
bunals) Act, 1973, and that
the act could not be chal-
lenged.

The top law officer of the
state prayed to the apex court
to accept the government
appeal and award the death
penalty to Quader Mollah for
his crimes committed
against humanity in 1971.

If proper punishment for
the crimes was not ensured,
justice would not be done,
he added.

On the other hand, the
defence counsel argued that
the prosecution had placed
poor evidence and docu-
ments in the case, and there-
fore, his client could not be

punished in this case. He
prayed for Mollah's acquit-
tal.

A special prosecution
team had brought six
charges against Mollah and
five of them were proved in
the tribunal beyond doubt.

But the three-member
tribunal-2 decided to give
life imprisonment in two
charges and different term'’s
jail in the other three
charges.

The state appealed for
Mollah's conviction in all
six charges against him and
sought the death sentence
for him.

According to the proved
charges, Mollah was involved
in killing 344 people, one
Hazrat Ali and five members
of his family, Bangla College
student Pallab, poet
Meherun Nesa, her mother
and two brothers, and
Khandakar Abu Taleb in
Mirpurarea in the capital.

The sixth charge, which
was not proved, was
Mollah's involvement in
killing freedom fighters
Osman Gani and Golam
Mostafa in Keraniganj.

Imran H Sarkar, spokes-
person of Gonojagoron
Mancha leading the
Shahbagh movement, told
The Daily Star last evening
that they would stage a sit-in
at the Shahbagh intersec-
tion from around 8:00am
today and till delivery of the
verdict.

"We will decide our next
move after knowing the
Supreme Court verdict,”
said Imran.

Meanwhile, law enforc-
ing agencies have deployed
their men around the SC
premises to ensure fool-
proof security during the
pronouncement of the
verdict in this historic case.

Afghan poll race kicks off
as nominations open

AFP, Kabul

Nominations opened vyes-
terday for Afghanistan's
presidential election, with a
large field expected to regis-
ter in the race to succeed
Hamid Karzai as the US-led
war winds down.

The election next April 5
will mark Afghanistan'’s first-
ever democratic transfer of
power as Karzai steps aside
after leading the country

since the hardline Tal 1han
regime was ousted in
2001.

The presidential race,
from which Karzai is barred
after serving two terms, is
seen as the key test of the
effectiveness of 13 years of
bloody international mili-
tary intervention and bil-
lions of dollars of aid.

"Around 28 people
received the information
package for presidential

elections,” Independent
Election Commission (IEC)
spokesman Noor
Mohammad Noor told
reporters as the office
opened.

All potential runners
must register with the IEC
before October 6, and a final
list of wverified candidates
will be published on
November 16. No candidate
is expected to launch their
campaign on Monday.

£t 'E PUBALI BANK LIMITED

ESTABLISHMENT DIVISION

HEAD OFFICE

26, DILKUSHA C/A, DHAKA-1000.

INVITATION FOR TENDERS

Sealed Tenders are hereby invited from the eligible Tenderers who can participate in any
of the following 03 (three) tenders or all but in separate envelope as defined in the
tender documents of the under mentioned works as per terms & conditions stated below.

1. Procuring Entity

2. Tender Name

Time for completion of the work :

Eligibility of Tenderers

Price of Tender Document

Amount of Tender security

Mame and address of the
office from where tender
documents will be obtained

& to be dropped

Last date & time for selling

tender document

Last date & time for tender

submission

. Date and Time for tender

opening
11. Special Instructions

. Pubali Bank Limited, Establishment Division,
Head Office, 26, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000.
- 1) Civil & Electrical works of Proposed premises at
our Doshpaika Bazar Branch, Sylhet.
2) Civil & Electrical works of Proposed premises at
our Netrakona Branch, Netrakona.

3) Civil & Electrical works of Present premises at our
Darbost Branch, Sylhet.

20 (Twenty) Calendar days for each of serial No.

1 & 2 and 30 (Thirty) Calendar days for serial No.
3 (who are not capable to do the work within
the schedule time need not to participate).

Minimum work experience of 3 (Three) years in

building renovation.

The tenderer must have experience during 3
(Three) years in completion of work(s) in same
nature costing minimum Tk. 10.00 (Ten) Lac.

iii) Having valid trade license, up to date Income Tax
clearance certificate and VAT registration certificate.

iv) Must be financially solvent.

Tk.

1,000.00 (Tk. One Thousand) only non-

refundable for each tender document.

2.5% of total bid amount in the form of Payment

Order favoring Pubali Bank Limited, Head

Office,

Dhaka-1000.

"No tender will be

considered without tender security (Earnest

money)".

Pubali Bank Limited, Establishment Division

(12th floor),
Dhaka-1000.

Head Office, 26 Dilkusha C/A,

Up to 6.00 PM (BST) on 24-09-2013

Up to 11.00 AM (BST) on 25-09-2013

At 11.30 AM (BST) on 25-09-2013 in presence

of bidder (if any).

Tender document along with an MS Excel
Calculation Sheet to be submitted in sealed

envelope.

Pubali Bank Limited reserves the right to accept
partly or fully any quotation or reject any or all

quotations without assigning any

reason

whatsoever and is not bound to accept the

lowest quotation.

Sk. Golam Mohammad

General Manager




