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Factory survey
faces hiccups

The inspection that was supposed
to begin today may be delayed by
7-10 days; stakeholders are yet to
agree on a common action plan

REFAYET ULLAH MIRDHA

After months of delays following the deadly Rana Plaza col-
lapse in April, a comprehensive factory inspection was sup-
posed to begin today to check structural flaws in buildings.

But the process is grappling with setbacks and may take
another 7-10 days to kick off, as stakeholders are yet to agree
on a common checklist for the inspection guideline, accord-
ing to Labour Secretary Mikail Shipar.

Under the initiative, the labour and employment minis-
try in collaboration with the International Labour
Organisation will inspect 2,250 factories by 30 teams of
experts led by Bangladesh University of Engineering and
Technology (Buet).

However, three separate platforms, including the one led by
Buet, had earlier agreed in principle to follow a common action
plan drawn by the government, but did not turn up later.

The other platforms are global initiatives—one led by
IndustriALL, an international trade union, and the other is
North American Alliance, a platform of 20 US-based retail-
ers and brands.

Initially the platforms that emerged after the Rana Plaza
building collapse had a plan to inspect the factories under
their own guideline,

Shipar said they will sit tomorrow with the high-ups of
North American Alliance, one of the global platforms, to
discuss the common checklist.

They have another meeting on the same day with the
Economic Relations Division on the funds for the inspec-
tion, the secretary said.

READ MORE ON B3
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trial sectors.

Workers make Cl sheets at the Appollo Ispat plant in Narayangan,.

Appollo Ispat to bring in green
tech to produce Cl sheet

The new technology, in addition to the
existing continuous galvanising process,
will be applied to an extension, construc-
tion of which is going on in the 17-acre
factory area at Shimrail in Narayanganj.

Once the new technology is introduced,
hotroll (HR) coil -- the raw material for cold
roll (CR) coil -- will be cleaned through
heat, instead of caustic soda and acid.

SARWAR A CHOWDHURY

Appollo Ispat Complex is bringing in an
environment-friendly technology to pro-
duce lead- and acid-free corrugated iron
sheet from next year.

The non-oxidising furnace (NOF) tech-
nology of Germany will also help increase
the CI sheet maker's efficiency and reduce
cost of production, officials said.

years ago.

PALASH KHAN

behind China.

chief executive officer

brand of engine oil.

he added.

READ MORE ON B3

The lubricant market has been witness-
ing steady growth on the back of strong
demand from automotive and indus-

The market is now worth Tk 2,400
crore, which was Tk 1,200 crore five

Annual domestic consumption now
stands at around 100,000 tonnes, with
the market growing at almost 3 percent
a year, which is on par with India but

“Lubricant consumption by the
industrial sector, especially by power
plants, has increased significantly in
the last 2-3 years,” said Sanaul Haque,

of MJL

Bangladesh that markets the Mobil

The automotive sector accounts
for 70 percent of total lubricant con-
sumption in Bangladesh and the
industries the remaining 30 percent,

Mobil is the market leader with its
30 percent share, followed by British
Petroleum at 11 percent, French brand
Total at 5 percent and Shell, Castrol and
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Power plants drive
lubricant market

MARKET SHARE OF LUBRICANT BRANDS
IN PERCENTAGE mosiL 30
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OTHERS
(70 BRANDS)

46

CALTEX, 2

Caltex with 2 percent each.

Omera Fuels, a sister concern of M]L
Bangladesh, has a 2 percent share as well. The
remaining 46 percent share of the market is
held by over 70 brands.

“The power sector has driven the growth of
the lubricant market in the country for the last
few years,” said Mujibur Rahman, general
manager of TotalGaz in Bangladesh.

Cement, steel and fertiliser industries also

consume a good amount of lubricants, he
added.

Passenger traffic to hit
10m 1n 2020: CAAB

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
Bangladesh is likely to see robust growth in air traffic
over the next seven years, thanks to its strategic location.

“We expect a steady growth, both in terms of pas-
sengers and cargo goods, in the upcoming years,” Air
Vice Marshal Mahmud Hussain, chairman of Civil
Aviation Authority of Bangladesh (CAAB), said.

The number of passengers will hit 10.2 million and
air cargo 360,000 tonnes in 2020, up 76 percent and
56.5 percent respectively from current levels, he said.

“In about 10 years' time, the Asia Pacific region will
probably become the largest air transport market in the
world—we expect that to spill over to Bangladesh aswell.”
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READY FOR IMMEDIATE SALE @ SHANTINAGAR

SIZE : 1960 & 2070 SFT.
FULLY FURNISHED |

FULLY LOADED
FULLY AIR CONDITIONED

BUYER CAN EXPECT VERY HIGH RENTAL
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ENJOY ALL-IN FARES AT

EXCEPTIONAL VALUE

PLUS EXCLUSIVE TRANSIT PRIVILEGES IN SINGAPORE

NAGOYA | FUKUOKA

SEOUL OSAKA TOKYO (NARITA | HANEDA)
- - l lSO - l ISO
RETURN RETURN RETURN

From now to 31 March 2014, every ticket you purchase entitles you to a 5$20 (BDT1,200) Changi Dollar Voucher for fabulous shopping
and dining, or you can choose to unwind at the lush Ambassador Transit Lounge in Terminal 2 or 3. Simply present your Singapore Airlines
or SlikAlr e-ticket and boarding pass at the IShop Online Booth (Terminal 2 or 3) when you transit In Singapore's Changl Alrport.

ST FOR MORE GREAT FARES, VISIT

--singupﬂreuir.cmn

The advertised Singapore Airlines fares indude the price of the air ticket, as well as associated taxes and surcharges only, correct at the time of publication. Fares
quoted are available from now to 31 October 201 3. Fares quoted are per person in Economy Class for travel out of Dhaka from now to 15 November 201 3. Tickets
are non-refundable, non-endorsable and cannot be used in conjunction with upgrade awards. KrisFlyer members can earm miles on these fares at 10% of the actual
miles flown. Additional 10 kg baggage allowance for return segments. Fares are subject to change without prior notice. Other terms and conditions apply.
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Award goes to BRAC
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Asia's leading financial publication 'FinanceAsia' has awarded BRAC
Bank as the ‘Best Bank in Bangladesh’. This prestigious award is a
global accolade to the inclusive growth model we took at BRAC Bank

for Bangladesh.

We are proud to share this honor with our well-wishers, staff,
shareholders, regulators and customers. It is your unshakable trust
that encourages us to reach new heights in the journey of Financial

Inclusion.

BRAC BANK
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