TEN Cricket
Zimbabwe v Pakistan

Second lest, Day 5

Live from 2:00pm
STAR Cricket
England v Australia
Fourth ODI

Live from 3:15pm
Serie A

Torino v AC Milan

Live from 12:45am (Sunday)
STAR Sports

English Premiership

Man United v Crystal Palace
Live from 5:45pm

Stoke City v Man City

Live from 8:00pm
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Live from 10:30pm
ESPN

English Premiership
Aston Villa v Newcastle
Live from 8:00pm
Primera Liga
Levante v Real Sociedad
Live from 10:00pm

lsea Barcelona v Sevilla

Live from 12:00am (Sunday)
Villarreal v Real Madrid

Live from 2:00am (Sunday)
NEO Prime

Bundesliga

Bayern Munich v Hannover
Live from 8:00pm

Borussia v Hamburg

Live from 11:00pm

Belgium reach
new heights

AFP, Paris

Belgium's rise as a
footballing power has been
underlined in the latest FIFA
rankings, published on
Thursday, in which the Red
Devils climbed to sixth place.

Reigning European and
world champions Spain
remain in first place, with
Argentina - who this week
clinched qualification for
next year's World Cup in
Brazil - up to second ahead
of Germany.

Italy and Colombia
complete the top five. .

Marc Wilmots' side are
on the verge of qualitying
for next year's World Cup,
having failed to reach a
major tournament finals
since the 2002 World Cup
in Japan and South Korea.

TOP TEN

1. Spain

2. Argentina (+2 places)
3. Germany (-1)

4. Italy (+2)

5. Colombia (-2)

6. Belgium (+4)

7. Uruguay (+5)

8. Brazil (+1)

9. Netherlands (-4)

10. Croatia (-2)

AFP, Madrid
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After a prolonged transfer
saga that reportedly made
him the world's most expen-
sive player, Gareth Bale could
. finally make his debut for
Real Madrid on Saturday

LFP when Los Blancos travel to

Villarreal.

Bale's move from Tottenham Hotspur
finally went through on September 1, but
due to the international break the 24-year-
old has had to wait another two weeks for
the opportunity to dawn the famous white
shirt for the first time.

The break did however give Bale some
valuable time on the field to regain match
sharpness as he played the final half hour of
Wales' 3-0 defeat to Serbia on Tuesday in
whatwas his first game since mid-July.

[t is not expected that coach Carlo Ancelotti
will start his new star at El Madrigal, but Bale is
hoping to be involved at some point.

"l have had two good training sessions
and I am improving. 1 hope to be up to
speed as soon as possible," he said at a pro-
motional event on Thursday.

And should Bale be involved there has
been much conjecture as to where he will fit
into Madrid's system with Cristiano
Ronaldo occupying his preferred spot on the
left side of the attack.

"I will play in the position that the coach
tells me and I will give 100 per cent for the
team. I hope that my integration into the
team will be good and that you'll be able to
see that on the pitch.”

Ancelotti is expected to have Ronaldo

Bale to make bow

FIXTURES

Saturday
Atletico Madrid v Almeria (1400 GMT), Levante v Real

Sociedad (1600 GMT), Barcelona v Sevilla (1800 GMT),

Villarreal v Real Madrid (2000 GMT)

Sunday
Granada v Espanyol (1000 GMT), Getafe v Osasuna

(1500 GMT), Malaga v Rayo Vallecano (1700 GMT),

Real Betis v Valencia (1900 GMT)
Monday
Elche v Valladolid (1800 GMT), Athletic Bilbao v Celta

Vigo (2000 GMT)

and Isco available as they trained on
Thursday after picking up slight injuries
whilst on international duty.

However, the Italian has a problem at
left-back with both Marcelo and Fabio
Coentrao out injured so Nacho, who won
his first Spanish cap on Tuesday, could be
handed a start in an unfamiliar position.

After a somewhat unconvincing start to
the campaign despite winning all three of
their games so far, Madrid will be in for a
real test against a Villarreal side who have
also made a 100 per cent start to the season
on their return to the top flight.

"Last year we dreamt about playing against
these teams and now this opportunity has
arrived we want to play a great game," Villarreal
midfielder Bruno told the club's website.

"We know that it is a difficult match
against a very hard opponent that nobody
thinks will be easy, but this doesn't mean
that we don't believe we can win and we will
have our opportunities.”

Real Madrid winger Gareth Bale (C) is slide-tackled by superstar Cristiano Ronaldo (R) as
defender Pepe looks on during a training session at the Valdebebas sports ground yesterday.

PHOTO:
REUTERS
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Sigmund
says SOITy

AFP, Wellingion

Disgraced New Zealand
footballer Ben Sigmund
issued a public apology
Friday for stamping on the
legs of a United Arab
Emirates player as he lay
prone on the ground.

Sigmund was red-carded
after the incident involving
Ali Mabkhout in the 89th
minute of Monday's 2-0
loss to the UAE in Saudi
Arabia and faces possible
further disciplinary action
from both world governing
body FIFA and New
Zealand Football.

"I just have to say sorry, it
was not acceptable,” Sigmu-
nd said on his return home.

"My son was watching
the telly and that probably
hurt me the most for him to
say 'where's daddy gone?™

"It's not a nice situation
and I'm not proud of that,”
he added.

Sigmund said he acted
out of frustration and
knows he has to accept any
further punishment that
comes his way.

Former All White Sam
Malcolmson said he felt "a
bit sick" when he saw the
incident.

Inter test for Juve

AFP, Mialn

Defiant Inter Milan host
champions Juventus for
their first major home game
of the season while Serie A
leaders Napoli look to
tighten their grip against
visitors Atalanta.

AC Milan, the only major team in Italy's
top flight to drop points so far, visit Torino
in Saturday's other fixture hoping the recent
signing of Brazilian Kaka pays dividends.

Three years after an historic treble of
league, Cup and Champions League tro-
phies, Inter finished a lowly ninth last sea-
son and are desperate to make amends
under new coach Walter Mazzarri.

So far, they have recorded comparatively
easy wins over Genoa and Catania and
Juventus 'keeper Gianluigi Buffon believes
Inter's absence from Cup or European com-
petition makes them bona fide title chal-
lengers.

"We have great respect for Inter," said
Buffon, who collected a record-equalling
136th cap for Italy in a 2-1 win over the
Czech Republic in midweek.

"They're a strong team who want to show
what they can do, they have one of the best
coaches in the business and players who,
when they're on their game, should be
highly respected.

"And the fact they are not involved in any
Cup competitions will only add to their
status as potential title challengers this
season.”

While a number of Juventus players were
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FIXTURES

(times GMT)
Saturday
Inter v Juventus (1600), Napoli v Atalanta, Torino v

Milan (both 1845)
Sunday
Fiorentina v Cagliari (1030), Verona v Sassuolo, Lazio v

Chievo, Livorno v Catania, Udinese v Bologna (all
1300), Sampdoria v Genoa (1845)

Monday
Parma v Roma (both 1845)

on international duty nearby in in mid-
week, when Italy stamped their ticket for the
2014 World Cup with two qualifiers to
spare, Inter also had a number of stars in
action,

Several of Mazzarri's side are from south
America and, thankfully for him, all
returned from their respective midweek
games unscathed.

The big news for Inter fans, however, is
the likely selection of Argentine striker
Diego Milito, who appears to be nearing full
fitness following his recovery from knee
surgery and a seven-month injury lay-off.

Milito is likely to start on the bench and
may be lucky to be given a cameo appear-
ance in such a high-stakes fixture, but his
return will lift morale.

A win or draw would put Inter top ahead
of Saturday's late games when Mazzarri's
former club, Napoli, host Atalanta and Milan
visit a Torino side looking to make amends
for last week's 2-0 defeat at Atalanta.

New boys set for debuts

AFP, London

FIXTURES

Totti pens
new deal

AFP, Milan

} Mesut Ozil and Willian

" could be among the players

making their first appear-

®) ances when the Premier

League resumes on

Saturday, while Tottenham Hotspur will
begin life without Gareth Bale.

No sooner did the transfer window close
on September 2 than the international
break began, meaning that fans have had to
wait close to two weeks for a first glimpse of
their clubs' new signings in action.

Arsenal's capture of Ozil from Real Madrid
in a club-record £42.4 million ($66 million,
50 million euros) deal stole the deadline-day
headlines, and he is expected to make his
debut at Sunderland on Saturday.

The deal made Ozil the most expensive
German footballer of all time, but the 24-
year-old has played down the significance of
his price tag.

"I would have come here without a fee.
That would not be a problem,” he told
reporters after being officially presented as
an Arsenal player on Thursday.

"Of course 1 am proud of this, but the
most important thing is that the manager
trusts me. That was crucial for me and that is
why I came to Arsenal.”

The manager, Arsene Wenger, says there is
a "possibility" that Ozil will start at the
Stadium of Light, where Arsenal will be
bidding to record a fifth consecutive win in
all competitions.

Saturday
(1400GMT unless otherwise stated)
Manchester United v Crystal Palace (1145GMT), Aston

Villa v Newcastle United, Fulham v West Bromwich
Albion, Hull City v Cardiff City, Stoke City v Manchester
City, Sunderland v Arsenal, Tottenham Hotspur v

Norwich City, Everton v Chelsea (1630GMT)
Sunday (1500GMT)

Southampton v West Ham United
Monday (1900GMT)

Swansea City v Liverpool
T

Their last league outing saw them prevail
1-0 against north London rivals Tottenham,
who host Norwich City on Saturday in the
first game since Welsh forward Bale com-
pleted his move to Madrid for a reported
world-record fee of around £86 million.

Spurs offset Bale's departure by spending
around £110 million on new players and
could hand a debut to Danish playmaker
Christian Eriksen against Norwich.

With the Bale saga finally at an end,
coach Andre Villas-Boas has urged his play-
ers to refocus quickly.

"What we have to do is move on," he said
during Thursday's pre-game press confer-
ence.

Defending champions Manchester
United were not nearly as active in the trans-
fer market, but they could hand a debut to
£27.5 million new recruit Marouane
Fellaini against Crystal Palace on Saturday.

Veteran forward Francesco
Totti has signed a new deal
at Roma that will see him
extend his exclusive part-
nership with the Serie A
club until June 2016,
reports said Friday.

Totti, 36, has remained
faithful to the Giallorossi
since signing his first senior
contract with the club in
1994, Since then he has
played a total of 670 matches.

Friday's edition of La
Gazzetta dello Sport said
Totti had signed a two-year
deal worth 3.2m euros per
season and that he would
join the club’s manage-
ment hierarchy at the end
of the 2016 season.

Despite only appearing
58 times for Italy, Totti was
recently given hope of a
shock call-up for the 2014
World Cup after Azzurri
coach Cesare Prandelli said
he would not rule the
veteran out of contention
for a place in his squad.

In his near two-decade

spell as a professional Totti
has found the net 227

times in Serie A.



