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Students or
rogues?

JCD, Shibir take on BCL
men at Islamic University

over petty matter

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

At least 40 people were injured as activists of
Bangladesh Chhatra League clashed with
those of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal and Islami
Chhatra Shibir at Islamic University yesterday.
During the fight, Shibir and JCD activists
vandalised the university's administrative
building and two cars, and torched six

motorcycles, the IU proctor alleged.

Eyewitnesses said tension began to boil

over after Chhatra League activist Russell

Joarder and some others beat up JCD activist
Arifur Rahman Jony on the campus around

10:30am.

About an hour before that, Russell and
Jony had an altercation over a trifling matter
at Seikhpara Bazar near the campus. Both
the youths hail from Basantapur village in

Shailkupa upazila of Thenidah.

Proctor Jahangir Hossain tried to defuse
the tense situation through talks with leaders
of the rival groups at his office, but failed.

Later, the BCL activists chased the JCD
men to Saddam Hossain Hall. Around noon,
they attacked the dormitory, triggering a

four-hour clash.

Both sides fired blank shots and blasted

cocktails,

At one stage, activists of Shibir, student
body associated with Jamaat-e-Islami, came
out of the hall, a stronghold of the organisa-
tion, and joined hands with the JCD men

and attacked the BCL activists.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6
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Top, BCL activists shoot and
hurl crude bombs during a
clash with Shibir-JCD men at
Islamic University in Kushtia
around 11:30am yesterday.

wielding sticks and sharp

weapons, Shibir men get ready
to make a counter attack.
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Clty to see
way to polls

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

A five-member European

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Union Election Exploratory
Mission arrived here yester-
day on a 17-day visit to
discuss with authorities
and stakeholders con-
cerned for assessing the
pre-election situation in
Bangladesh.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's planned visit
to India this month has become uncertain as
India failed to ensure signing of the Teesta
water sharing deal and passage of the land
boundary agreement (LBA) in parliament.
Her second bilateral visit will be fruitless
because India has nothing to offer though
she has addressed India's major concerns

PM's visit to India
Nnow uncertain

and created an opportunity to take the rela-
tionship to the next level, according to dip-
lomatic sources.

Any prime ministerial visit aims for some
deliverables, and to Hasina, those two are the
mostimportant issues to be settled, they say.

Officials at the Bangladesh foreign min-
istry said Hasina had received an invitation
to visit India. Hoping that India would be

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

CHT ACCORD
Gowher says
sorry in hills

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

Prime Minister's
International Affairs
Adviser Gowher Rizvi has
apologised to hills people
for the delay in full imple-
mentation of the CHT
peace accord.

He made the apology at
the "Headman-Karbari

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

Russian President Vladimir Putin holds out his arms as he walks past US President Barack Obama to his position for a group photo at the G20

Summit in St Petersburg on Friday.

Russia to side with Syria

Warns Putin after G20 failure; Obama courts
Congress as Kerry secures EU support

AGENCIES

President Vladimir Putin promised to
"help" Syria regime in the event of any
US strike as President Barack Obama
yesterday urged Congress to back
military action after the cold war foes
failed to narrow their differences at
(G20 summit over the Syrian civil war.
Obama and his Russian counterpart
could not even agree on the factual point
of whether a majority of G20 members
supported or opposed military action.

Obama said that most of the 19
countries represented at St Petersburg
had backed the US position - and 11
duly signed a statement urging a
"strong international response” to the
poison gas attacks in Damascus.

But Putin disputed this. Ending the
summit, Putin said that world opinion
was firmly against US-led intervention,
adding that Russia would take Syria's side.
"Will we help Syria? We will," he said. "We
are already helping, we send arms."

"Using force against a sovereign

state can only be done in self defence,
and Syria is not attacking the United
States," he said.

Russia has been Syria's biggest arms
supplier, signing a contract to deliver the
S300 air defence system, Some compo-
nents of this advanced defensive shield
are understood to have been delivered,
although whether Russia has supplied
everything is unclear,

In recent weeks, the Russian navy
has also sent three warships to the

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6
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ONLINE POLL

Do you agree with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina that militancy
would come back if the BNP and
its allies return to power?

(30%)
(70%)

® Yos s

w o I
TOTAL VOTES: 262

TODAY S POLL
Do you agree with BNP Vice-
Chairman Abdullah Al Noman that
the government is hatching a plot
to hold a partisan election to stay
in power for a long time?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT

MALDIVES VOTE

Nasheed leads but
run-offt looms

REUTERS, Male

Hitler's deputy
'‘murdered by
UK agents' to
gag secrets

INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

Partial presidential election results in the Maldives showed :‘3;?{;[11::
Mohamed Nasheed leading yesterday, nearly 20 months given the
after his removal from power ignited months of sometimes AR e
violent unrest. British

But he was likely to fall short of a majority, officials in his agents who
party said, suggesting a run-off vote was on the cards. allegedly

Nasheed, the Maldives' first democratically-elected | ., irdered
president, was forced from office in February 2012 in what | 1o Nazi

his supporters say was a coup. The turmoil tarnished the
Indian Ocean archipelago's image as a tropical holiday
paradise.

Critical challenges ahead for the next president include a
rise in Islamist ideology, human rights abuses and lack of
investor confidence after President Mohamed Waheed
Hassan Manik's government cancelled the country's biggest
foreign investment project with India's GMR Infrastructure.

Nasheed was leading with 45 percent with 453 ballot
boxes counted out of a total of 470, followed by his main
rival Abdulla Yameen with 25 percent, state-run Television
Maldives said.
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Rudolf Hess in the infa-
mous Spandau Prison but
was advised by prosecutors
not to pursue its

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

PRAYER TIMING

September 8

430 445
Maghrib 6-20 6-25

Esha 7-45 815

Source: Iskamic Foundation alRRRRRI
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