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POLLS TIME

[t JS to stay yet
to be decided

Says PM's adviser

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The next general election
would be held under the
present government, but
discussions were on
whether parliament
would exist during polls-
time, Prime Minister's
Public Administration
Affairs Adviser HT Imam
said yesterday.

“Talks are on whether
parliament will exist or
not. Dissolution of parlia-
ment will be decided after
consultation with the
Election Commission,”
he told BBC Sanglap in

the capital.

He, however, evaded a
specific reply when asked
if a level-playing field for
all could be ensured if the
election 1s held without

dissolving the present
parliament.

Speaking at the
Sanglap, BNP standing
committee member
Khandker Mosharraf
Hossain said a level-
playing field would not be
possible if the Awami
League continued to stay
in power and parliament
existed.
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Iraq orders Iran exiles to
leave camp 'without delay'

AFP, Baghdad

[raq has ordered Iranian
exiles to move from a camp
where 52 of their members
were killed a week ago
"without delay”, a govern-
ment official and the UN
said yesterday.

Baghdad opened a probe
into the events surrounding
the deaths of the members of
the People's Mujahedeen
Organisation of Iran, which
occurred on Sunday at Camp
Ashraf in Diyala province,
but accounts of the unrest
still differ markedly.

The United Nations and
Western governments have
condemned the bloodshed,
but have been careful not to
assign blame.

"The state has the right to
order them to leave," Ali

Mussawi, spokesman for
[raqi Prime Minister Nuri al-
Maliki, told AFP.

"There is an order for
them to leave."

The UN's mission to
Baghdad said in a statement
that it believed the Iraqi
government "will move to
enforce this order without

delay".
That would require the

42 remaining residents of
Camp Ashraf to be moved to
Camp Liberty, a former US
military base on the out-
skirts of Baghdad, while
PMOI members await relo-
cation outside of Iraq.

Iraqi officials and the
PMOI have offered conflict-
ing narratives of how the 52
died.

The authorities blame

infighting within the PMOI
for the deaths, and insist no
soldiers entered Ashratf.
Those accounts are
sharply contested by the
PMOI, which charges that
Iraqi forces entered the
camp, killed 52 of its mem-
bers and set fire to the
group's property and goods.
Last weekend's deaths
follow two mortar attacks
earlier this year on Camp
Liberty in which at least
eight people were killed.
Around 3,000 members
of the group, which is also
known as the Mujahedeen-
e-Khalq (MEK), were moved
from Ashraf last year to
Liberty, but about 100
stayed on at the old camp to
deal with remaining prop-
erty and goods.

PM's visit to India now uncertain
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able to settle the issues by
September, Dhaka hinted
that she might go there
sometime this month,

Contacted by The Daily
Star, an official of the exter-
nal affairs ministry in New
Delhi confirmed the invita-
tion letter but said Dhaka
did not yet apprise them of
the time of Hasina's visit.

However, on condition of
anonymity, he said, "A
bilateral meeting between
[Indian PM] Manmohan
Singh and Sheikh Hasina
may be held in New York in
the end of this month."

Foreign ministry officials
sald New Delhi and Dhaka
were discussing holding a
meeting of the two prime
ministers on the sidelines of
the UN General Assembly,
aiming to mitigate diplo-
matic fallout of Indian
government's failure to
ratify the LBA and sign the
Teesta deal electorally vital
for the Awami-League gov-
ernment.

India's unwillingness to
settle the issues even after
making a commitment will
not only be interpreted as
dishonour, it will also con-
firm Bangladeshis' suspi-
cion that India cannot be
trusted.

And that will weaken
Hasina's political position
and also adversely affect the

ruling Awami League in the
upcoming national elec-
tions, diplomatic sources
say.

After a prolonged delay,
the Indian government
attempted to table LBA
constitutional amendment
bill in parliament, but
External Affairs Minister
Salman Khurshid failed
thrice to introduce the com-
prehensive land boundary
settlement with Bangladesh
in Rajya Sabha, the upper
house of Indian parliament,
amid protests by the main
opposition BJP, Asom Gana
Parishad and the Trinamool
Congress.

The LBA agreement
envisages transfer of 111
Indian enclaves to
Bangladesh while 51
enclaves to India.Through
the swapping of adversely
possessed land, India will
gain 700 acres of land. The
deal also includes demarca-
tion ot G&5=km
undemarcated boundary:.

Diplomatic sources say
Indian political class have
failed to understand that the
exchange of enclaves
denotes only a theoretical
exchange of land because
those are located deep
inside the two countries and
there has hardly been any
direct access to them since
1947.

The Indian opposition

parties' tantrums, in turn,
have nearly wrecked the two
countries historic outreach
to each other, The Indians
have failed to understand
that Sheikh Hasina has gone
all out to address India's
concerns over terrorism and
spelt out a vision for a very
different approach to India
when India's relations with
all its neighbours entered a
turbulent phase, the sources
say.

But the goodwill and
political risk taken by
Hasina do not seem to have
any resonance in India, and
in future not only
Bangladesh, other smaller
neighbours will also hesi-
tate to seek cooperative
partnerships with India,
they observe.

India’s noted columnist
C Raja Mohan in a recent
article wrote, "Hasina has
stood for the separation of
religion from state affairs,
political moderation and
regional economic integra-
tion -- values that are under
great stress across our west-
ern frontier. If it lets down
Sheikh Hasina, India would
have actively contributed to
the resurgence of extremism
in Bangladesh. At a time
when jihadi politics is gain-
ing ground in Afghanistan
and Pakistan, it will be sui-
cidal for India to facilitate its
rise in the east."
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Another activist
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Police Station yesterday
against four to five unidenti-
fied persons.

His brother carried to the
police station the case
document, signed by Arif
at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, said Officer-in-
Charge Sirajul Islam.

As per the case statement,
Arif was walking along the
lane beside Motalib Plaza
towards Paribagh foot-
bridge. He was on his way
to a friend's house in
Basabo.

All of a sudden, four or
five persons came out of a
private car and stabbed
him in his head.

Akash, an Udichi mem-
ber, added that when a taxi
driver came to Arif's res-
cue, the attackers fled.

The driver rushed him to
Health and Hope Hospital
at Panthapath, The victim
was later shifted to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

Currently under observa-
tion, Arif had to have 20
stitches in the head, Akash
told The Daily Star.

Soon after the attack, Arif
called another Udichi mem-
ber, Badhon Dhurbo, from
his mobile phone.

Badhon said, "Arif had
his laptop, mobile phone
and wallet during the
attack. The gang did not try
to snatch those. So they
cannot be just muggers.”

No one has been arrested
in this connection yet.

Yesterday afternoon,

protesting the attack,
Gonojagoron Mancha
held a rally in front of the
National Museum at
Shahbagh and Udichi
demonstrated in front of
the Jatiya Press Club.

The Gonojagoron
Mancha also brought out a
procession from Shahbagh
around 7:00pm.

The Communist Party of
Bangladesh in a statement
termed the attack planned
and demanded arrest of
the attackers within 24
hours.

Radical Islamist elements
have all along been running
smear campaigns against
Gonojagoron Mancha,
formed in February to
press for capital punish-
ment to war criminals and
a ban on Jamaat-Shibir for
committing crimes against
humanity during the
Liberation Warin 1971.

In the social media,
websites and public ser-
mons, the [slamists called
for the killing of the organ-
isers, activists and support-
ers of Gonojagoron
Mancha. They even pre-
pared hit lists of pro-
Shahbagh movement
bloggers whom they
labelled as "anti-Islam”.

It could not be known
whether Arif was on any of
the hit lists. But his facebook
activities show he often
countered false claims and
photoshopped images
posted by different Islamist
groups.
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6.5 quake hits
southern

Guatemala:
LISGS

AFP, San Salvador

A strong 6.5 magnitude
earthquake struck parts of
southern Guatemala and El
Salvador on Friday, US seis-
mologists said, with only
minor damage and no casu-
alties immediately reported.

Students
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In the face of the attack, the BCL
men retreated and took shelter at
the administrative building, but
the JCD-Shibir men attacked
them thereaswell.

Some 40 student leaders
and activists were injured in
the clash. Three of them
were admitted to the univer-
sity medical centre.

Ziauddin, a former BCL
activist and now an
employee of the university,
was sent to Kushtia Medical
College Hospital as his con-
dition worsened.

Additional police forces
have been deployed on the
campus to fend off further
trouble.

Meanwhile, the IU
authorities have formed a
six-member comrmittee to
investigate the incident.

Three cases have been
filed against 100 JCD and
Shibir men for damaging
university property.

Worries abound
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been amested in cases filed
underthe ICT act.

Yesterday's roundtable
styled "Right to Information
and Freedom of Expression
under Threat" was held in the
capital's Cirdap auditorium.

Tiria S parency
International Bangladesh
(TIB), Bangladesh Institute
of Law and International
Affairs (BILIA), Ain-o-Salish
Kendra (ASK), Article 19,
Manusher Jonno
Foundation, Bangladesh
Legal Aid and Services Trust,
Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association and
Institute of Informatics and
Development jointly organ-
ised the discussion.

Shahdeen Malik, honorary
director of BILIA, chaired the
SeSS101.

He said punishment for
lying had been abolished
from the world 200 years
ago, but the government was
creating such law again
which was also against the
secular concept of the state,

TIB Executive Director
[ftekharuzzaman said the
parliament session was sup-
posed to start very soon, but
the amendment had been
published as ordinance
before that raising concern
among the people.

"It would not be a problem
if our law enforcers were
professional enough or
could work under no politi-
cal influence. There is no

assurance that the law will
not be abused, " he said.

The opposition parties
were not saying a single word
about it perhaps thinking to
use it in future against those
who are now in the govern-
ment, he assumed.

Advocate 71 Khan Panna
said, "The law ministry has
prejudiced the state's image
by publishing such a law."

He said the creators of the
law might take to the streets
in future for the removal of
their own written law, as any
other government could use
it against them (the current
government).

All the participants of the
discussion were against the
law, especially the section 57
and the amendment that was
published as ordinance last
month.

Human rights activists
Hamida Hossain urged the
media to publish or telecast
news or views against the law
so that the government
removes the section 57.

Sara Hossain, lead discus-
sant of the event, said the law
needed to be specific so that
people could understand it
clearly, otherwise it can be
declared as non-
constitutional.

The arbitrary law also
imposes heavy punishment
for minor crimes. Facebook
users or writers would feel
reluctant to express freely,
she said.

Russia to side with Syria
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eastern Mediterranean, near
the Syrian coast, where it
maintains a base at the port
of Tartous. Russian reports
suggest that a fourth vessel,
carrying a "special cargo”, is
now heading to the area.

When a journalist sug-
gested that the G20 was
evenly split over military
action, Putin replied: "You
said views divided 50-50,
that is not quite right". He
listed only the US, Turkey,
Canada, Saudi Arabia and
France as countries support-
ing an intervention.

China, India, Indonesia,
Argentina, Brazil, South
Africa and Italy were all
"against military action,” he
said. Even in countries
where the government
happened to support action,
"the majority of the popula-
tion is on our side," added
Putin.

Meanwhile, European
Union nations called for a
"strong” response on Syria
yesterday but stopped short
of endorsing military
action, as US President
Barack Obama warned of
the dangers of turning "a
blind eye" to chemical
attacks.

Fresh from a G20 summit
in Saint Petersburg where he
failed to win over world
leaders to his cause, Obama
urged Congress to authorise
an intervention over
President Bashar al-Assad’s
alleged use of chemical
weapons.

"We cannot turn a blind
eye to images like the ones
we've seen out of Syria,”

Obama said in his weekly
address.

“That's why 1 call on
members of Congress, from
both parties, to come
together and stand up for
the kind of world we want to
livein."

Congress reconvenes on
Monday and Obama issetto
address the nation Tuesday
about a possible US
response to the August 21
attack that left hundreds
dead on the outskirts of
Damascus.

Faced with a war-weary
US public and little interna-
tional support, Obama is
bracing for an uphill battle
to convince American law-
makers to back military
action against Assad's
regime.

According: t0: a
Washington Post survey,
224 of the current 433
House members were either
"no" or "leaning no" on
military action as of Friday.
A large number, 184, were
undecided, with just 25
backing a strike.

The Senate and the
House are expected to vote
on the issue within the next
two weeks.

Washington meanwhile
sought to muster support
from its divided allies in
Europe, with US Secretary of
State John Kerry holding
protracted talks with the
Ell's 28 foreign ministers in
the Lithuanian capital
before leaving for France,
after which he will wvisit
Britain.

Split between Paris and
London, who are hardline

supporters of US-led mili-
tary action, and smaller
nations reluctant to act
without a UN mandate and
fearful of "day-after” conse-
quences of an attack, the EU
ministers managed to ham-
mer out a compromise in
Vilnius.

A statement read out by
EU foreign policy chief
Catherine Ashton dubbed
last month's suspected
chemical weapons attack "a
war crime and a crime
against humanity".

In Riyadh, the Gulf
Cooperation Council urged
the international commu-
nity to intervene immedi-
ately to "rescue” the Syrian
people from "oppression.”

Meanwhile, Catholics
worldwide held a day of
fasting and prayer for peace
in Syria joined by Jews,
Muslims and Orthodox

Christians, with Pope
Francis set to host a mass
vigil.

The Vatican has warned
military strikes could esca-
late the conflict and cause it
to spill over into the region.

In France, the sole EU
nation determined to join a
US-led strike, the latest
public opinion poll
showed 68 percent of peo-
ple opposed to military
action, an increase of nine
percentage points since late
August.

Germany also
announced it has signed on
to a global statement, sepa-
rate from the EU one, calling
for "a strong response" to
the alleged chemical weap-
ons attack.
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