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Madness in
the morning

Schoolgoers in trouble as
lax traffic control leads

to terrible tailbacks

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The school-goers of Dhanmondi residential area are the
wortst sufferers of its confusing traffic system.

With muddled up laws that changes almost every day,
there is never any telling which way one should go.

Yet this area, which houses 13 schools at least, sees a large
influx of commuters before and after school hours.

Seven o'clock yesterday morning was a perfect example

BTCL boss,
3 others
denied bail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday
rejected bail petitions filed
by the managing director of
state-owned Bangladesh
Telecommunications
Company Ltd and three
others, charged for misap-
propriating over Tk 607
crore,

The Anti-Corruption
Commission had lodged
four cases with Banani
Police Station on August 29
against the BTCL Managing
Director Mohammad

of what the scenario should look like, with most of the
roads turning into one-way lanes, to ease up the traffic, and
commuters lining up in disciplined tailbacks.

A group comprising of one traffic constable, one traffic
sergeant and two or three community policemen guarded

every intersection.

However, the scenario was an exact reverse around
1:00pm the day before, when school gates opened for the

children to go home.

Vehicles rushed in without restrictions, and the street was
soon covered with interweaving gridlock of cars coming in

from every direction.
There was no traffic police in sight.

When this correspondent attempted to board a rickshaw
SEE PAGE 2 COL 6
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A morning-hour jumble of cars, rickshaws and bikes, mostly carrying children to schools, on Road-8 in the capital's Dhanmondi. The residen-
tial area, where at least 13 schools are situated, sees traffic chaos like this at the start and end of school hours every weekday. rHoto: FIrRoZ AHMED
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Kalimullah and 22 others.
Most of the 22 are former
and present BTCL officials.
They were accused of
embezzling the money
through erasing incoming
international call records.
Among the accused,
Kalimullah and Ericsson
Bangladesh's Country
Manager Asif Zahid filed
two petitions while
Ericsson's Public Relations
Manager Nazrul Islam and
SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Frog can hear
with mouth!

AFP, Washington

Some of the tiniest frogs on Earth have
no middle ears or eardrums but can
hear by using their mouths, scientists
said Monday.

Gardiner's frogs live in the rain-
forests of the Seychelles, a series of 115
small islands in the Indian Ocean,
north of Madagascar.

Most frogs have eardrums on the
outsides of their heads. The eardrums
vibrate when incoming sound waves

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2

More than 2m

flee Syria:

UN

Obama secures key Republican support on
strike as US redeploys ships at ME

AFP, Damascus

More than two million Syrians have fled
their country, the UN refugee agency said
yesterday, as President Barack Obama
secured supports from key Republicans for
military strikes against Syria, in a poten-
tially significant political move.

The grim refugee statistics were
described by Antonio Guterres, the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
as a "disgraceful humanitarian calamity
with suffering and displacement
unparallelled in recent history."

He told reporters in Geneva the two-

million milestone -- which represents a
nine-fold increase in 12 months -- was not
just an appalling statistic, but represents
"two million individual stories. Two mil-
lion people, many have lost their houses,
members of their families, their posses-
sions."

On average, some 5,000 Syrians flee their
country every day, according to his agency,
the UNHCR. The flow of refugees has gath-
ered momentum in recent weeks amid fears

Egypt bans four
[slamist TVs for
inciting hatred

Judges for dissolving
Muslim Brotherhood

AGENCIES

Alim's trial at
final stage

Closing arguments begm today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Cairo court yesterday ordered the closure

of four television channels, including Al-
Jazeera Egypt and Ahrar 25, a network

belonging to the Muslim Brotherhood, for
"inciting hatred" against Coptic Christians

and "undermining national unity”,

The other two channels to be closed are

the Islamist broadcasters Al-Yarmuk and

Al-Quds, according to the court order.
Ahrar 25 was among several other

Islamist networks that went off air soon

The case against war crimes accused
BNP leader Abdul Alim is set to enter s
the final stage as International Crimes
Tribunal-2 yesterday fixed today for
beginning of closing arguments.

The two-member tribunal of
Justice Md Mozibur Rahman Miah
and Justice Md Shahinur Islam fixed
the date as depositions by both prose-
cution and defence witnesses were completed yesterday.

The court asked the prosecution to start their arguments

of a US-led strike on the Syrian regime.
SEE PAGE 10 COL 2
MORE ON PAGE 8

after the July 3 ouster by the military of
president Mohamed Morsi.

The order against Al-Jazeera Mubasher
SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

today as it completed recording the cross-examination of
Sazzad bin Alim, son of the accused and the last defence
witness.
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PuBLIC EMPLOYEES
Govt to fix DA
considering

inflation
Says Muhith

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government will fix
dearness allowance of the
public servants on the basis
of inflation and any immi-
nent revision of pay scale,
Finance Minister AMA
Muhith said yesterday.

"We will make the deci-
sion after considering the
two issues,” he told jour-
nalists at the secretariat.

Earlier, the prime minis-
ter and the finance minister
had said the government

SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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ONLINE POLL
Do you think that the newly
drafted police act will help
increase political influence over

the force?
® Yosmmemms  (76%)
& No mmm (24%)

TOTAL VOTES: 164

TODAY'SPOLL
Do you think that the next
general election would be held
within the last 90 days of the
parliament'’s tenure?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net
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