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Ramu incident shame for all
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within eight months of
the incident.

Recalling the mayhem
in Ramu and Ukhia,
Hasina said, “The situa-
tion was horrible and we
could overcome it with
united efforts of all.”

She said, "I always say
religion i1s personal but
festivals are for all. Peace,
friendship and harmony
are our pride.”

People of all religions
fought shoulder-to-
shoulder for the inde-
pendence under the lead-
ership of Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
she continued.

"As a Muslim-majority
country, it is our responsi-
bility to ensure security
and safety of the minori-
ties. If they are tortured here,
minority Muslims in other
countries might face similar
intimidation.”

The PM mentioned that
world-renowned monas-
teries like Somapuri
Mohabihar, Basu Bihar,
Holud Bihar, Seetacoat
Bihar and Shalban Bihar
were once built in
Bangladesh and revered
scholars Atish Dipankar,
Shil Bhadra and Shanta

Rakkhit were born here,

She said her govern-
ment gives equal atten-
tion to the development
of mosques, temples,

churches and pagodas.
In Dhaka, land has

been allocated for con-
struction of a Buddhist
Bihar at Uttara, and
Dharmarazik Boudhha
Bihar has been given seven
more kathas.

Hasina thanked the
members of the army and
Border Guard Bangladesh
for their efforts to com-
plete the reconstruction and
repair work of the affected

monasteries and temples.
She also thanked locals

and the administration of
Ramu and Ukhia upazilas
for their sincere coopera-
tion to this end.

Hasina hoped that the
reconstruction of monas-
teries and temples would
help heal the wounds of
the Buddhist community.

"1 firmly believe that
you will get back your
confidence in the govern-
ment as we have stood
beside you soon after the

incident," she said.
Police had already

submitted charge sheets
in the cases filed for the
violence and the culprits
would be brought to book,

she told the function.
Principal of Seema

Bihar Satya Priyo
Mohathero and its
General Secretary Tarun
Barua also spoke on the
occasion.

Home Minister MK
Alamgir, Chief of Army
Staff General Igbal Karim
Bhuiyan, PM's Media
Adviser Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury, Foreign
Secretary Shahidul Haque,
among others, were present.

Ambassadors and high
commissioners of the
USA, Russia, India,
Myanmar, Nepal, Sri
Lanka and Bhutan, and
diplomats from South
Korea, China and Australia
were present on the occa-
$1011.

Earlier, the prime min-
ister visited Bimukti
Bidarshan Bhaban Bihar
at North Mithachhari and
Ramu Moitree Bihar and Lal
Ching Moitree Bihar at

Ramu Chowmuhuni.
She also laid the foun-

dation stones for 12
madrasa buildings in
different areas of Cox's
Bazar.

BTCL boss
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ex-engineer Mashrurul
Hakim filed three joint
petitions on Sunday, seek-
ing anticipatory bail in the
cases.

The HC vacation bench
of Justice Md Nizamul Huqg
and Justice Kashefa Hussain
rejected the petitions,

ACC lawyer Khurshid
Alam Khan, who opposed
the bail prayers, told The
Daily Star that the investiga-
tion officers could arrest the
accused following the HC
order.

Kalimullah's lawyer
Advocate Z1 Khan Panna
said his client could seek
bail from the HC through
submitting another peti-
tion.

Over 40 killed
in wave of
Iraq attacks

AFP, Baghdad

A wave of car bombs ripped
through Shia areas of
Baghdad yesterday, the
deadliest attacks in nation-
wide violence that killed
more than 40 people as Iraq
grapples with surging unrest.

The bloodshed added to
widespread concern that
I[raq is edging towards a
return to the all-out sectarian
war that left tens of thousands
dead in 2006-2007, amid a
long-running political dead-
lock and persistent concerns
of spillover from the conflict
in neighbouring Syria.

[raqi officials have trum-
peted wide-ranging opera-
tions targeting militants in
which hundreds of alleged
fighters have been captured
and dozens killed, despite
charges of failing to address
root causes of the violence.

Eight car bombs went off
in predominantly-Shia
neighbourhoods of
Baghdad yesterday, killing at
least 34 people and leaving
more than 80 others
wounded, according to secu-
rity and medical officials.

The blasts went off at
around 6:00pm, the latest
in a trend of attacks timed
to coincide with Baghdad
residents visiting cafes and
other public areas during
the evening,

In previous months and
years, deadly coordinated
violence has typically been
confined to the morning
rush-hour when the capital
is normally in gridlock.

Frog can
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hit, sending the vibrations to
the inner ear, then the brain.

But not the wee Gardiner's
frogs, which measure about
a centimeter long or the size
of a thumbtack.

Researchers thought that
the creatures might be deaf,
until they tested them by
playing pre-recorded
sounds of other frogs croak-
ing.

They found that male
Gardiner's frogs croaked
back, as if in conversation,
proving they could hear.

Advanced X-ray images
showed that neither the

hear

lungs or the muscles of the
frogs were helping transmit
sound to their inner ears.

Instead, scientists realised
that the frog's mouth is what
acts as an amplifier for the
sound frequencies the frog
emits.

The system is boosted by
very small amount of thin
tissue between the mouth
and inner ear.

"The combination of a
mouth cavity and bone
conduction allows
Gardiner's frogs to perceive
sound effectively without
use of a tympanic middle
ear," said Renaud Boistel of

the University of Poitiers
and French National Center
for Scientific Research.

The findings in the
Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, a US
journal, add to what is
known about how some
creatures, including frogs
and turtles, evolved the
ability to hear.

"We show that the pres-
ence of a middle ear is not a
necessary condition for
terrestrial hearing, despite
being the most versatile
solution for life on land,”
said the study.

More than 2m flee Syria
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Obama warned as he met

key congressional leaders
at the White House that
Syrian President Assad
must pay a price for violat-
ing an international norm
by unleashing what the US
has said was sarin gas on a
Damascus suburb last
month,

The use of such weapons
not only resulted in "gro-
tesque deaths” but also
risked falling into the
hands of terror groups or
"non-state actors,” Obama
warned.

"That poses a serious
national security threat to
the United States and to
the region,” Obama said.
"And as a consequence,
Assad and Syria needs to
be held accountable.”

Just over an hour later,
John Boehner, the
Republican speaker of the
House of Representatives -
- who has fought tooth and
nail with Obama on
domestic policy -- emerged
from the West Wing with a
firm endorsement of the
president's strategy.

"I am going to support
the president's call for
action," Boehner said.

"This is something that
the Uinited States as a coun-
try needs to do," Boehner
said, adding that he
believed his colleagues
should also support
Obama's request for autho-
rization to use military
force.

Moments later, another
key Republican, House
majority leader Eric
Cantor, who is popular

with the party's conserva-
tive rank and file, also
backed Obama's stance.

The House, as opposed
to the Democratic-led
Senate, was seen as the
tougher sell for Obama,
after he put apparently
imminent military strikes
on hold on Saturday and
decided to seek authoriza-
tion from Congress.

While the backing of
Republican leaders for
strikes does not mean that
lawmakers, weary of years
of US wars abroad, will
back military strikes, it
substantially increases the
odds of a yes vote, likely as
soon as next week.

Obama shocked
Washington and the world
on Saturday when he
decided to seek support for
military action in Syria
from Congress, putting his
plans on hold and effec-
tively giving more time for
civilians to flee.

Meanwhile, US defense
officials yesterday said the
US Navy redeployed war-
ships in the Middle East
for any potential strikes

against Syria.
The destroyer USS
Mahan has left the

Mediterranean while a
battle group of warships
led by the aircraft carrier
USS Nimitz is on its way to
the Red Sea from the Indian
Ocean, an official said.
Earlier, hawkish senators
John McCain and Lindsey
Graham emerged from an
hour of talks with Obama
on Monday suggesting that
the White House could be
mulling a wider military

campaign,

McCain said he had
"been given some reason
to believe that very serious
strikes may take place as
opposed to cosmetic
(ones)."

Obama's plan could be
to degrade President
Bashar al-Assad's capabili-
ties and upgrade those of
vetted opposition groups,
McCain suggested.

Meanwhile, France yes-
terday urged its European
Inion partners to unite in
response to the Syria crisis,
as Paris pushes for puni-
tive military strikes against
Bashar al-Assad's regime.

"Europe must also unite
on this issue. It will do so,
each with its own respon-
sibility. France will assume
its own," President
Francois Hollande said
during a joint press confer-
ence with German counter-
part Joachim Gauck.

France, which backs
Obama in his determina-
tion to launch a military
intervention in Syria, on
Monday released an intel-
ligence report which said
Assad's forces had carried
out a "massive" chemical
attack last month.

Meanwhile, Assad, in a
rare interview with
Western media released on
Monday, warned that
military strikes risked
setting off a wider conflict
in the Middle East.

"Everyone will lose con-
trol of the situation once
the powder keg explodes.
Chaos and extremism will
spread. There is a risk of
regional war," Assad said.
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M SAKHAWAT HUSSAIN

The former election commis-
sioner said the countries that
follow Westminster system of
government dissolve parlia-
ment before election,

No national election has
been held in Bangladesh
without dissolving parlia-
ment, he said.

The big questions will be
what steps the government
and the election commis-
sion will take to ensure a
level playing field for every-
one, and what will happen if
the main opposition party
boycotts the polls, he said.

Though the EC is saying
that it is prepared to hold
the 10th parliamentary
election, the question
remains what preparations
it is making under the pres-
ent circumstances.

The government and
Election Commission must
ensure a level playing field
in order to hold an inclusive
election, he said.

DR KAMAL HOSSAIN
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human rights organisations
and professional bodies
should be invited to the
dialogue to give their opin-
ions. And on the basis of
their opinions, parliament
should decide on how to
hold the election, said Dr
Kamal.

He said people want a
peaceful atmosphere where
there would be no violence
or confrontation, and they
would be able to exercise
their franchise freely.

DR AKBAR ALI KHAN
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He said the Election
Commission should come
up with a guideline on the
behaviour of the lawmakers
duringelection.

But it all will be meaning-
less if the main opposition
party boycotts the election.
And the country will witness
further political unrest.

M HAFIZUDDIN KHAN
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polls are held in other par-
liamentary democracies.

He pointed out that no
parliamentary democracy in
the world has held an elec-
tion without dissolving
parliament. There will be no
level playing field if law-
makers stay in power during
the polls, as they will have
influence on the polls and
election officials.

Hafizuddin said the
premier's latest statement
indicates that the government
was not willing to quit power.

BNP's present stance
indicates that it will boycott
such election, and no polls
without the participation of
the main opposition party
will be acceptable to the
world. And there will be chaos
in the country, he feared.

SHAHDEEN MALIK
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will certainly have an
advantage over their non-
MP contestants.

"1 doubt whether the
opposition will participate
in such election where not
only the government, but
also parliament is partisan at
the time of the polls," said
Malik.

"It is unfortunate that
we are heading towards a
political unrest and possi-
bly street violence," he
said.
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Tender for Wall Calendar-2014

Sealed Tenders are invited from bonafide Ad firms, Printing Houses and
Designers for designing & printing of wall calendar-2014 as per *“Prescribed
Schedule™ available at a cost of Tk. 1000.00 for Design(s) and Price Quotation(s).

SPECIFICATIONS:

1. Wall Calendar-2014

Size: 17.5" X 24.5" Quantity : 1,560,000 (One Lac Fifty Thousand) Other details

as per Schedule.

Quotations to be submitted with full size complete Dummy/Sample to PRD H.O.
of the Bank within 25" September 2013 upto 12:30 p.m. which will be opened in
front of the participants (if any) on the same day at 3:00 p.m. The Bank
reserves the right to accept or reject any or all of the designs/quotations in full
or part without assigning any reason whatsoever. Separate quotations should
be submitted for each item.

Mejba Uddin Ahmed

Head of Public Relations Division

Govt to fix DA
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would set up a permanent
pay commission for the
government employees
before the end of its ten-
ure.

The allowance might be
announced after the for-
mation of the pay commis-
sion, said a finance minis-
try official. "It might be
between 10 and 30 per-
cent.”

Turning to other issues,
Muhith said the ministry
was yet to receive a full
report from the Grameen
Bank Commission,

"We are in regular con-
tacts with the commission
chairman. He has been

asked to give a specific
date for submission of the
final report.”

He added: "The com-
mission has said it has
already given most of its
recommendations in 1its
interim report. But the
commission has not given
any recommendation on
the relations between the
Grameen Bank and its asso-
ciated organisations.”

On the recommenda-
tions, the minister said the
commission's stance was
that Grameen brand
belonged to Grameen
Bank, and an individual
could not use it and doing
so was 1llegal.

Curious buying spree
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in the Bay of Bengal.

For the last two years,
Bachchu has been the most
talked-about person in the
port city's deep-sea fishing
trawler industry.

“He |[|Bachchu] has
bought almost all the ves-
sels that were sold in the
industry in the last two
years,” said a Chittagong-
based deep-sea trawling
businessman, requesting
anonymity.

Bachchu came to the
spotlight this year when the
central bank unearthed
massive irregularities in
loan disbursements, recov-
eries, non-performing
loans, documentations,
and mortgages against
loans at the BASIC Bank.

The central bank has
found the bank's board,
which Bachchu chairs, had
roles in sanctioning huge
amount of loans.

According to its own
documents, BASIC Bank
disbursed Tk 5,669 crore in
loans and advances in the
three years till December
2012, arise of 194 percent.

The bank's loans and
advances were Tk 2,926
crore in 2009 when Bacchu
became its chairman. The
amount soared to Tk 8,595

crore in 2012,

The BB also found that
BASIC Bank's Gulshan,
Dilkusha and Shantinagar
branches gave around Tk
3,500 crore in loans
between April 2012 and
March this year, a rare record
in the country's banking
history:.

Many of these loans were
given against false docu-
ments and without ade-
quate collateral, according
to the BB probe report.

Allegations are rife that
many of the loans were
granted to nonexistent
companies in exchange of
kickbacks which, according
to some borrowers, were
10-12 percent of the total
loan.

“He |[Bachchu] has
bought my vessel after he
became rich in recent
years,” said another busi-
nessman.

Eden Fisheries'
Chittagong office at
Sadarghat was found
locked from inside when
this correspondent went to
visit last week. Later, The
Daily Star reached one of
the company's employees
who agreed to speak on
condition of anonymity.

“Eden Fisheries has eight
vessels now. We had three a

year ago,” said the
employee. He named
Peninsula 1 & 2, Crystal 1 &
2, Silver Sea 1, Karnatori 1,
Silum Chai 29 and Speed 2.

“Maybe there are more
vessels rented to others. I
heard that one Mr Selim
[friend of Bachchu] has
been given two vessels,” he
said.

The Daily Star has been
trying to reach Bachchu for
over a month, only to hear
from the bank employees
most of the time that he is
abroad. He has recently
returned, but his cell phone
is found switched off.

Last week, this corre-
spondent contacted Maj
(retd) Ruhul Alam, general
manager of BASIC Bank,
who first wanted to know
on what topic The Daily
Star wanted to talk to his
chairman.

Informed, Ruhul said:
“He |[Bachchu] has
declined to talk on the
issue.”

On Sunday, The Daily
Star faxed and emailed
Bachchu at his BASIC
Bank's fax number and
email address, requesting
his comment. But there was
none till filing this report
last night.

Rickshaw-puller
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All of a sudden, Ripon
heard an explosion and
then some people from the
procession began chasing a
man, who was later identi-
fied as Bishwajit Das, a tailor
inthearea.

They stabbed Bishwajit
with sharp weapons.
Bleeding from the wounds,
he ran and took shelter
inside the Intensive Dental
Care.

Bishwajit begged for his
life in vain, saying he was a
Hindu and that he had not
hurled any bomb, the wit-
ness told the court.

At one stage, with severe

injuries Bishwajit ran and
fell before Ripon's rickshaw
and asked Ripon to take
him to a hospital. He also
gave the rickshaw-puller the
address of his tailoring shop
nearby.

Ripon said he had first
taken him to the shop but as
he found no one there, he
rushed Bishwajit to the hos-
pital.

“1 always move around
in the area and that is why I
could identify those who
had stabbed Bishwajit to
death.”

The witness said all the
eight, who had been pre-

sented in the court, were
involved in the killing.
Three other witnesses,
including a metropolitan
magistrate, gave their state-
ments yesterday. They were
also cross-examined by the
defence lawyers.
Metropolitan Magistrate
Shahriar Mahmud Adnan
said he had recorded con-
fessional statements of an
accused, Emdadul Haque,
on December 30 last year.
Judge ABM Nizamul
Haque of the Speedy Trial
Tribunal-4 recorded the
statements of the witnesses
and fixed tomorrow for the
next hearing of the case.

CEC for extensive

FROM PAGE 1

comments on it after scru-
tinising the matter exten-
sively,” he told newsmen
at the Election
Commission Secretariat in
the capital.

Asked whether the neu-
trality of over six lakh
election officials could be
ensured in that situation,
the CEC said, “We have
enough time to think about
the issue. We will take steps

as per law.”
About the EC's election

preparations, Rakibuddin
said they were preparing
for holding the polls
within the timeframe set
by the constitution. He
expressed satisfaction with
the progress made by the EC
so far in this regard.

As per the constitution,
the election is supposed to
be held between October
27 this year and January 24
next year.

“Ninety days is suffi-
cient for holding the elec-
tion. Besides, we are
always ready to hold any
election at any given
time,” he noted.

Regarding the EC's
election preparations, he
said the updated voter list
is to be printed, delimita-
tion of parliamentary
constituencies has been
completed, procurement of
electoral materials is under-
way, and training of election
officials will start soon.

About amending the
electoral code of conduct,
the CEC said there is

scrutiny

enough time ahead to
work on it.

Enquired about
announcement of the
polls schedule, he said as
per the standard
timeframe, the commis-
sion usually declares the
schedule around 35 to 45
days ahead of the polling
day.

He mentioned that the
EC, if needed, will think
about holding dialogues
with political parties
ahead of the election. He
hoped that all the political
parties would join the talks.

The commission also
plans to set up cameras in
polling centres to monitor
the situation there on the
polling day, he added.

SENA KALYAN SANGSTHA £

SENA KALYAN BHABAN (21 FLOOR)
195, MOTIJHEEL COMMERCIAL AREA), DHAKA-1000.

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Sena Kalyan Sangstha invites application from suitable candidates for the
following positions for "Sena Kalyan Insurance Company Limited".

Ser Post

Desired Qual

Experience

01 | Senior Vice President/GM,
Accounting and Finance department

MBA (with major in

Accounting)/Masters in
Accounting/CCA/ACCA

10 years in the account's
department of an
Insurance Company

department

02 Senior Vice President/GM, Marketing

MBA (with major in
Marketing)/Masters in

Marketing or equivalent

10 years in a Insurance
Company/bank

Vice President/DGM, Admin and
Human Resource department

preferable

Masters in any discipline.
Qualification on HRM is

10 years in HR
department in a reputed
organisation

department

Vice President/DGM, Underwriting

MBA/Masters in Finance
or equivalent. Preferably
a licensed underwriter

05 years in Underwriting
department in an
Insurance Company

Insurance department

Vice President/DGM, Claims and Re-

or equivalent

MBA/Masters in Finance

05 years in a Insurance
Company

06

Senior Principal Officer, Head of IT
Section

Masters/Graduation in
Computer Science/MIS
or equivalent

05 years in IT department
in a reputed organisation

07

Senior Principal Officer, Accounting
and Finance department

Masters in Accounting

05 years in bank/
Insurance Company
(accounts)

08

Executive Officer, Legal Section

Masters in Law/Legal
Affairs or equivalent

04 years in a Insurance
Company/ bank

09

Front Desk Executive/ Junior Officer

(For females only)

Minimum Graduation

02 years in a bank/
Insurance Company

10

Junior Officers (PS to MD/DMD)

Minimum Graduation

02 years in a bank/
Insurance Company

Note: SKS offers attractive remuneration packages and other admissible benefits
for the deserving candidates. All posts are open for male and female candidates
except for serial-09. Interested candidates are requested to send their resume by 19
September 2013 to the above mentioned address.




