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Extortion by cops rampant in Savar
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superintendent of police (SP)
of Dhaka, verbally ordered
Additional SP Faruk Hossain
and ASP Mashiuddawla Reza
to investigate the matter.

Reza told our correspon-
dent that during investiga-
tion, local fish and meat
traders and motor parts
suppliers had complained
to him about police extor-
tion in the past.

“They said policemen used
to harass them if they refused
to pay them, " Reza said.

Kamal Hosen, a fish trader
and president of the
Aminbazar Businessmen
Society, said, "Since we run
our business on the footpaths

beside the highway, we regu-
larly bribe police so that they
|police] would notevict us.

“They threaten to file
cases against us if any of us
refuses to pay.”

Syed Murad Haider, a local
social worker, told The Daily
Star that the Aminbazar police
camp was established within
a month of the lynching of six
boysthere.

It was the locals who had
demanded a police outpost at
Aminbazar, But no sooner
had the camp been set up,
they found themselves at the
receiving end of police harass-
ment, including extortion and
intimidation, headded.

Twenty-three policemen,

including sub-inspector
Unus Hosen and assistant
sub-inspector Lutfar
Rahman of the Aminbazar
camp, were withdrawn on
Monday night and closed to
the police lines following
protests by the locals.

However, SP Habibur
Rahman said the cops had
been closed as per regular
procedure, and the with-
drawal was not related to the
allegations of extortion,

“To keep corruption at
bay, we routinely transfer
policemen from the camp
every month,” Shyamol
Kumar Mukherjee,
Additional SP of Dhaka,
told The Daily Star.

The locals staged similar
protests three months ago in
Savar's Hemayetpur following
the death of businessman
Shamim Sarkar in police cus-
tody on June 6. Shamim was
held forransom.

The police probe into his
death found Savar police
officials guilty. It also blamed
the lack of supervision by
higher police authorities for
“indiscipline” that existed
among Savar police.

An earlier report in The
Daily Star following
Shamim's death also
revealed police personnel's
eagerness to get posting at
Savar for making a fortune
by extortion.

Sex workers torced to leave
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entering the brothel from
sunset to sunrise.

Police fired several blank
shots to bring the situation
under control yesterday. In
their presence, the inmates
left the brothel.

Asked why police did not
ensure their protection in the
red-light quarter, Madaripur
Superintendent of Police
Khandoker Faridul Islam said,
"The brothel is not authorised
by the government.”

The sex workers had rented
several houses there, and
despite the owners' repeated
requests to leave, they contin-
ued to stay, headded.

The SP also said the own-
ers yesterday morning went
to that place along with
some "respected” people of

the neighbourhood and
urged the residents to move
out. But the sex workers
brandished kitchen knives
to scare them away. As the
news spread, several hun-
dred people flocked to the
spot and began hurling
brickbats at the sex workers.

However, Moulana
Sharif Mujibul Haque,
president of Madaripur
Islahe Qoum Parishad, said
activists of the organisation
had made the attack.

"“The Parishad has long
been campaigning for a
Madaripur free of prosti-
tutes. Though the shipping
minister [who is from the
district] promised their
rehabilitation, none of the
sex workers moved out. This
angered people and that is

why they have dislodged
them, " said Moulana Sharif.

The Islamist group staged
a series of angry demonstra-
tions in recent months and
demanded the authorities
dismantle the brothel, say-
ing it was corrupting young
men in the town.

Some sex workers, seek-
ing anonymity, said that
despite assurances of reha-
bilitation, nothing had been
done as yet.

Yesterday's incident, they
added, was aimed at paving
the way for influential locals
to grab the valuable land.

Meanwhile, at a press
conference organised by
Sex-workers' Network at the
Jatiya Press Club in the
capital, speakers demanded
punishment to those who

brothel

had attacked and driven out
the inmates of the brothel in
Madaripur.

"The land on which the
brothel stands is quite pre-
cious since it is located in
the heart of the town.
Seventy-five percent of the
land was either purchased or
inherited by the sex workers.
Since May this year, Islamist
organisations under the
influence of political leaders
made several attempts to
force the sex workers out,"
said Joya Sikhder, president
of the organisation.

In a press release, the
National Human Rights
Commission condemned
the incident, saying it was
deeply concerned over the
security and rehabilitation
of the evicted sex workers.

Prof Yunus honoured
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have expressed support for
the microfinance guru since
the government on June
moved to take over
Grameen Bank, the institu-
tion he founded in 1983.

Apart from the
Muktijoddha Gonoparishad,
a team from the Bangladesh
Human Rights Commission
(BHRC) visited the Nobel
laureate at the Yunus Centre
yesterday.

The rights body gave
Yunus the title of Best
Citizen of Bangladesh while
handing over to him the
National Human Rights
Award-2013.

While sharing his
thoughts with the
Muktijoddha
Gonoparishad leaders, Dr
Yunus said the freedom
fighters' mission had not
ended.

“Our immediate aim of
the Liberation War was to
have a country of our own
by ousting the Pakistanis
and we have achieved this.
But our main objective to
establish peace and to live
with honour in our own
country is yet to be
achieved,” Prof Yunus said.

"Forty-two years have
passed since liberation. But
we still have not been able to

build a Bangladesh of our
dream. And we will be
defeated if we cannot reach
our final target,” he said,
adding the process of peace
starts through holding a
peaceful election.

He said it was urgent to
find out as early as possible
in which way a peaceful
election could be held.
“Through a peaceful election
we want to elect those who
we think will be able to estab-
lish peace in the country.”

Dr Yunus asked all to work
for building a country where
everyone will be able to express
his or her opinion without fear.

During his 20-minute

speech, he recalled how he
along with others in the US
worked relentlessly in
favour of Bangladesh in
1971.

At one stage of his speech,
the Nobel laureate said the
people of Bangladesh else-
where in the world do not
understand why the govern-
ment 1s so mad at Grameen
Bank, which earned glory
and honour for the country
by winning the Nobel Prize
for peace.

Sharing his thoughts
with the rights body BHRC,
Dr Yunus said its support for
Grameen Bank has made
him brave.

Mueen, Ashraf
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involvement of the two in
the abduction.

The first prosecution
witness in the case, Ratna
testified on July 15 that she
had recognised Mueen and
Ashraf when the duo had
gone to her uncle's house on
the day of the abduction.

Several other family mem-
bers of the victims, who testi-
fied as prosecution witnesses,
have accused Mueen and
Ashraf of the abduction and
the killings of DU teachers.

During his 37-minute
testimony, Rashedul, who
was only six then, said his
father had been an assistant
professor of the history
departmentin 1971 and had
been living in the staff quar-
ters on the DU campus.

A progressive and pro-
liberation man, Abul Khair
was walking in front of their
building around 9:00am on
December 14, 1971, when

four to five armed youths
showed up there and asked
for his identity, said Rashedul.

When Abul Khair, who
had been detained and
tortured by Pakistani army
in May that year and was
released later, identified
himself, the armed men
blindfolded him, dragging
him to a minibus that was
covered with mud.

“At that time, [ was play-
ing on our veranda. I
watched the incident from
there and told my mother,”
Rashedul went on.

When his mother
attempted to have his father
released from the youths,
they threatened to shoot her
and took him away on the
minibus, he added.

Rashedul mentioned that
the youths had then abducted
another DU teacher, Faizul
Mabhi, from the third floor of
the building in the same way.

After December 16, 1971,

Rashedul's cousin Fazlul Rashid
and maternal Uncle Igbal
Haider Chowdhury searched
for his father but could not find
him, said Rashedul, adding that
he had leamnt about the search
from his mother.

The driver Mafiz was
brought to their house on
January 4 the following year.
He said a number of bodies of
intellectuals had been
dumped in Mirpur killing
ground. Following his infor-
mation, Rashedul's relatives
identified his father's body,
which was buried beside the
DU mosque, Rashedul added.

“Masuda Banu Ratna later
told my mother that
Chowdhury Mueen and
Ashrafuzzaman Khan were
directly involved in the killing of
the intellectuals, who were
abducted from the Dhaka
University campus on the same
day [December 14, 1971].

“I want exemplary pun-
ishment to those involved

for the killing of my father
and other intellectuals,”
Rashedul appealed to the
court as he completed his
testimony.

Tribunal-appointed
defence counsels Abdus
Shukur Khan and Salma Hai
Tuny completed cross-
examining him. They
claimed their clients were
not involved in the killings.

The two-member tribu-
nal of Justice Md Mozibur
Rahman Miah and Justice
Md Shahinur Islam
adjourned the case proceed-
ings until tomorrow.
Tribunal Chairman Justice
Obaidul Hassan was on
leave yesterday.

Mueen and Ashraf are
facing 11 charges in connec-
tion with the killing of 18
intellectuals in the last week
of the nine-month-long war
of independence. The two
are now in London and New
York.

S'pore returns
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and Ismail Hossain Saimon,
son of BNP leader and ex-
minister Akbar Hossain, for
siphoning off around Tk 21
crore to Singapore.

A Dhaka court tried Koko
in absentia, and sentenced
him to six years' rigorous
imprisonment on June 23,
2011. It also fined him
around Tk 39 crore and
issued an order to confiscate
the laundered money.

Koko's associate Saimon
was handed down the same
sentence.

Following the Dhaka
court's verdict, a Singapore
court issued an order for the
laundered money to be
returned to Bangladesh.

The money was recovered
with the help of the
Singapore authorities after
the Bangladesh Attorney
General's Office sent them a
mutual legal assistance
request (MLAR) under the
UN Convention against

Corruption.

Koko had received the
amount between 2004 and
2007 from Siemens and
Habibur Rahman, a
Bangladeshi living in
Dubai, according to an ACC
source.

Habibur had sent the
money to the account of
Fairhill Consulting at the
Singapore Overseas Bank
from Janata Bank's Dubai
branch.

An ACC probe found that
Koko was the owner of
Fairhill Consulting.

In the money laundering
case, the ACC pinpointed
Koko's dealings with China
Harbour Engineering
Company Ltd for construc-
tion of the New Mooring
Container Terminal, and
with Siemens for supply and
installation of equipment to
Teletalk mobile phone
company.

This is the first money
laundering case in which the

government could recover
money from abroad.

Speaking at yesterday's
programme, Mahbubey
Alam said, "Many of our
political leaders have
siphoned off money
abroad. A huge amount has
been laundered to Hong
Kong, Malaysia, Singapore
and other countries.”

Koko's elder brother also
laundered huge amounts.
But the trial court could not
proceed with the case, as a
section of lawyers raised a
hue and cry in the court
room to hinder the trial,
alleged Alam.

The ACC organised the
two-day multi-agency train-
ing programme oOn asset
recovery at the Ruposhi
Bangla Hotel.

"There are some 20 more
cases where the ACC has
gathered evidence from
overseas, But it is handi-
capped in moving forward,"
said Ferdous Khan, a partner

of Octokhan, a London-
based chartered accoun-
tancy firm that helped
Bangladesh recover the
money Koko and his associ-
ate had laundered.

ACC Chairman
Badiuzzaman said
Octokhan would be given
10 percent of the recovered
money, which would be
spent for combating corrup-
tion. The commission to the
London-based firm would
be considered as part of the
spending on checking cor-
ruption.

Law Minister Shafique
Ahmed, who attended the
programme as the chief
guest, stressed the need for
providing training to ACC
lawyers.

On the lengthy trial pro-
cess of ACC cases, he said
the authorities were taking
steps to bring about changes
in criminal and civil proce-
dures.
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Former CEC

FROM PAGE 1

powers under Article 91A of
The Representation of the
People Order (RPO).

In its view, Article 91A
empowers the EC to fine a
candidate or a political party
up to Tk 1 lakh or even can-
cel the candidature for vio-
lating the RPO.

But a reading of the
article clearly shows that
it empowers the commis-
sion only to fine a candi-
date or a party. It has no
provision for cancelling a
candidature.

Former chief election
commissioner ATM
Shamsul Huda, under
whose leadership the EC
made serious efforts to
re-incorporate Article
91E in the RPO in 2008,
has described the current
EC's discovery as inaccu-
rate.

Talking to reporters
yvesterday, he said Article
91A had nothing to do
with the cancellation of
candidature,

Under Article 91A, if a
candidate is found
involved in electoral irregu-
larities he is first asked to
put a stop to such activities.
If he fails to do so, the EC
may fine him up to Tk 1
lakh, starting from Tk
20,000, Huda said.

"But Article 91E is puni-
tive in nature, One's candi-
dacy will be cancelled if one
is found guilty of serious
electoral offences," the
former CEC added.

A senior EC official, who
spoke on condition of
anonymity, echoed Huda's
view.

The issue of Article 91E
has recently been intensely
debated, after the commis-
sion moved to abolish it.
Critics and election experts
have termed the decision
suicidal.

In the face of such criti-
cism, the EC has come up
with the clarification to clear
up "all confusion and mis-
understanding” centring on
its electoral reform pro-
posal.

[t said the proposal might
be passed as it is or might be
modified or even rejected by
parliament. In the House,
lawmakers will have the
chance to express their
opinions about the pro-
posal.

Defending its position
against Article 91E, the EC
reiterated that this provision
was not enforceable and was
therefore meaningless due
to some loopholes in the
provisions.

On this, Shamsul Huda
said in case of any loophole,
the EC could have moved to
bring in amendments to
"plug the hole"

The current EC's discov-
ery about Article 91A
means that the two previ-
ous commissions led by
MA Sayed and Shamsul
Huda had failed to spot
that authority and their
efforts to incorporate an
article for cancellation of
candidature had been mean-
ingless.

Under the leadership of
the late MA Sayed, the EC
for the first time moved to
include such an article in
the RPO. A former High
Court judge then drafted
the reform proposal in
2001.

The then caretaker gov-
ernment led by former chief
justice Latifur Rahman at a
council of advisors' meeting
scrutinised and approved
the proposal. Subsequently,
the then president justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed issued
an ordinance to amend the
RPO for bringing in the
changes.

The EC was given this
authority before the
2001 parliamentary
polls. But it was abol-
ished in the face of
severe opposition from
the political parties.

The Shamsul Huda-led
EC again made the move to
incorporate the article and
eventually retained the
powers ahead of the
December 29, 2008, general
election.

The commission's
authority to cancel candida-
cies contributed much to the
improvement of election-
eering culture.

In its clarification, the
current EC has justified
its other proposals as
well.

From PM to footballer
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second division match.

Vitosha, playing in a
professional league for the
first time, are eighth in the
standings on four points
from three games.

At 54 years, two months
and 12 days, Borisov, who
resigned from government in
February during nationwide
protests in the EU's poorest
country, had secured a place in

the Bulgarian record books,
accordingto local statisticians.

Borisov, wearing Nol3,
was cheered by the
Lokomotiv Stadium crowd
in the Sofia district of
Nadezhda every time he
touched the ball during his
54 minutes of action.

In 2011, Borisov tri-
umphed in the Bulgarian
fans' player of the year poll
after collecting 44% of the

votes with then-Manchester
United striker Dimitar
Berbatov coming second
with 24%. However, Borisov
urged organisers to annul
the poll, describing it as a

protest vote.
"This vote is not a signal
that Borisov is the best

player but that the Bulgarian
football needs reforms and a

new policy," he said.

Syria strike due in days
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"The second choice is the
best: We will defend our-
selves.”

He was speaking as the
United States and its allies
moved closer to acting, with
the Washington Post report-
ing that President Barack
Obama was weighing lim-
ited military strikes on tar-
gets in Syria.

Such action would prob-
ably last no more than two
days and involve missiles or
long-range bombers, strik-
ing military targets not
directly related to Syria's
chemical weapons arsenal,
the newspaper cited senior
administration officials as
saying.

Speaking in Brunei, US
Defence Secretary Chuck
Hagel said the military was
prepared to act if Obama
called forit.

"We are prepared. We

have moved assets in place
to be able to fulfil and com-
ply with whatever option
the president wishes to
take," he said.

Washington has accused
Assad's regime of a cover-up,
and has said it will provide
more evidence of who was
behind the attacks.

"Let me be clear,” US
Secretary of State John Kerry
said on Monday, "the indis-
criminate slaughter of civil-
ians, the killing of women
and children and innocent
bystanders by chemical
weapons is a moral obscen-
ity."

Meanwhile, UUN chemical
weapons experts postponed
efforts to collect more evi-
dence from the site of
alleged attacks on the out-
skirts of Damascus on
August 21 in which more
than 300 people were
reportedly killed.

They had been due to
visit the sites again yester-
day, but Muallem said their
trip had been put off
because rebels failed to
guarantee their security.

President Vladimir Putin
of Russia, which has pro-
vided Syria's regime with
diplomatic cover by block-
ing UN Security Council
action, was unimpressed by
the mounting evidence of
an atrocity.

He told British Prime
Minister David Cameron on
Monday there was no proof
Damascus had used chemi-
cal weapons, Cameron's
office said.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov has said Russia
would not get involved in
any military conflict, and
Moscow has warned that
intervention would have
"catastrophic conse-
quences” for the region.

5 witnesses added to list
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add 28 and six witnesses on
two occasions, The number
of their witnesses now
stands at 107.

Conducting prosecutor
Mohammad Ali argued
that more vital findings
had come up in the investi-
gation. "All the five wit-
nesses are freedom fight-
ers. Some of them are
victims and direct wit-
nesses,” he told journalists
after the tribunal
adjourned the proceedings
until August 29,

During the hearing, Ali
told the tribunal the
investigation officer had
found some important
witnesses during further
probe.

Justice ATM Fazle Kabir,
chairman of the three-
member tribunal,
reminded the prosecutor
that they had been able to
produce only 17 of their
witnesses.

"You have already a hun-
dred witnesses and now
you need more? Seeing
your style of recording
deposition, it seems this

trial will go on for
months," Justice Fazle
Kabir said.

The prosecutor tried to

convince the tribunal
pointing out Section 9 (4)
of the International Crimes
(Tribunals) Act, 1973 that
allows the prosecution to
add additional witnesses
during trial.

But the tribunal chair-
man said the prosecution
would not simply enjoy the
provision for nothing, "You
will have to satisfy the
tribunal first [with reasons
for adding new witnesses|,”
he said.

Tribunal member Justice
Jahangir Hossain Selim
said the prosecution always
claimed the defence were
trying to linger and prolong
the trial. “But in this case it
seems the prosecution are
trying to linger it.”

Defence counsel Mizanul
Islam said the prosecutor
and the investigating offi-
cer were indeed trying to
cover up their “slip-ups”
with the five additional
witnesses.

There was no scope of
further investigation by the
investigation officer once
the final report was submit-
ted, he said. They were
trying to hamper prepara-
tion of the defence, he
added.

The tribunal however

accepted the prosecution's
prayer for the ends of justice.

The prosecutor then
brought one of their addi-
tional five witnesses for his
deposition.

Drawing the tribunal’s
attention, the defence
asked how they would
examine the new witnesses
without any preparation.
He also wanted to know
how the prosecutor knew
that his prayer would be
approved.

The tribunal also asked
the prosecutor the same
question,

Ali replied that they had
done it through guess work.

The tribunal adjourned
the proceedings until
August 29 and gave the
defence time until Sunday
for taking preparation to
cross-examine the new
witness.

THE ECONOMIST

The tribunal rescheduled
passing an order on a show-
cause notice issued to two
editors of The Economist
for September 26. The
notice was served for pub-
lishing alleged Skype con-
versation between the
tribunal's former chairman
and an expatriate
Bangladeshi lawyer.
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