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Bishal Mallik

Thieves kill
boy in
Netrakona

Three arrested

OurR CORRESPONDENT,
Netrakona

Police have arrested three
men from different areas of
Kalmakanda upazila town
on charge of killing a
schoolboy on Sunday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Bishal Mallik, 7, son
of Sumon Mallik of
Pashcchim Bazar area. He
was a student of class two at
Fulkuri Kindergarten.

The arrestees are Kanok
Mallik, cousin of the
deceased, Sawpon and
Palash of the upazila.

During a primary interro-
gation, the trio confessed
that they entered the house
of Bishal for stealing in
absence of his parents on
Sunday morning, said
Bazlur Rahman, officer in-
charge of Kalmakanda
police station.

Sensing the presence of
the thieves, the boy cried
for help. At this, they
stabbed him indiscrimi-
nately, leaving him dead on
the spot.

Later, Sumon Mallik and
his wife found their son's
body in the room on their
return at 11:30am.

On information, police
recovered the body and sent
it to the hospital morgue for
autopsy.

A case was filed with the
police station against the
trio in connection with the
killing, said the OC.

WAREHOUSE IN PARBATIPUR

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dvinajpur

Around 6,000 tonnes of
urea got damaged due to
month-long exposure to
rain on the premises of the
warehouse of Bangladesh
Fertiliser Association in
Parbatipur upazila under
the district.

The fertiliser was kept
under the open sky as the
authorities of the 10,000-
tonne capacity warehouse
received 16,000 tonnes of
urea around a month ago.

Frequent heavy rainfall
during the ongoing mon-
soon badly damaged the
urea, turning the 50kg ferti-
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liser bags hard and blackish.
"The urea contains 46 per
cent nitrogen. If the item
turns harder or gets blackish
or copper colour, it indicates
lowering of the percentage
of nitrogen and loss of qual-
ity," said Abu Fattah Md
Rawshan Kabir, Parbatipur
upazila agriculture officer.
He suggested laboratory
testing to determine the
percentage of nitrogen in
the damaged fertiliser.
Admitting damage of the
urea due to rain, Md
Shajahan Ali, in-charge of
the warehouse, said, "The
six thousand tonnes of urea
was left under the open sky
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Rain damages huge
quantity of urea

due to accommodation
problem in the warehouse.”

The authority of
Parbatipur warehouse sup-
plies urea to the farmers of
Parbatipur upazila of
Dinajpur and Chirirbandar
upazila of Nilphamari dis-
trict.

Hearing that labourers of
the warehouse were putting
the damaged urea into new
bags, Parbatipur Upazila
Nirbahi Officer Md Rahenul
Islam rushed to the spot on
Thursday afternoon and
stopped the repacking work.

"lurged the authority not
to supply the damaged urea
to the farmers," he said.

PHOTO: STAR
Huge urea fertiliser got
damaged as it remained
exposed to rain under the
open sky for a month on the
premises of the godown of
Bangladesh Fertiliser
Association in Parbatipur
upazila under Dinajpur
district.

SNIPPETS

2 Indians held on border

Our CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

Members of Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) early yester-
day arrested two Indian citizens on charge of entering
Bangladesh illegally through Chawkpara frontier in
Shibganj upazila. The arrestees were Kartik Mandal, 25,
son of Ashutosh Mandal of Sultanpur village of Malda in
Paschimbanga and Khudi Mandal, 21, son of Binoy
Mandal of the same village. Lt Col Manzurul Alam, com-
manding officer of BGB-9, said a patrol team of BGB
arrested Kartik and Khudi on the border when they
entered the Bangladesh territory around 12:30am.

Sons kill octogenarian father

OUuR CORRESPONDENT, Comilla

UUNB, Naogaon

An octogenarian man was stabbed to death allegedly by his
three sons for land in Monoharganj upazila yesterday. The
deceased was identified as Haji Abdul Karim, 85, of Patua
Kandi village of the upazila. Police and locals said the inci-
dent occurred following a feud between Abdul Karim and
his three sons -- Ohidullah, Fayezullah and Shahidullah --
over a piece of land at about 5am, At one stage, the three
sons stabbed their father with sharp weapons, killing him
on the spot. All the three went into hiding after the incident.

Man held by BSF dies

A Bangladeshi man, who was picked by members of Indian
Border Security Forces (BSF) from Hapania border in
Sapahar upazila on Saturday, died at a hospital in India on
Sunday. The deceased was identified as Farug Hossain, son
of Enamul Haque of Beldanga village of the upazila.
Commanding Officer Ltd. Col. Anwar Hossain of Border
Guard Bangladesh (BGB) Battalion-46 told UNB that BSF
troops had caught two cattle traders -- Faruq and Ziaur
Rahman -- after a hot chase when they were entering India
illegally on Saturday morning. They were admitted to
Maldah hospital in India as they fell sick after being tortured
by BSE he claimed. Later, Faruq died at the hospital, he said.

BNP men sent to jail

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Comilla

Twenty-one BNP leaders and activists were sent to jail in
the cases under Explosive Act in Muradnagar upazila yes-
terday. Senior Judicial Magistrate Shafiqul Islam passed
the order after rejecting their bail prayers. The accused
include senior advisor of district (North) unit of BNP
Alhaj Golam Kibria. A few bombs were exploded at the
time of a clash between police and BNP men during a
shutdown on March 5 this year.

Bullets recovered

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

Army personnel recovered 51 bullets from Mollapara area
under Panchhari upazila yesterday. Officer in-charge of
Panchhari police station Alamgir Hossain said, actingon a
secret information, army men raided a Punchhari bound
jeep from Taindong and seized the bullets along with a
military dress. However, none was arrested, said the OC.

Babu joined BEM
recently keeping
family in dark

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Caibandha

Barha Shiekh Babu, arrested
by Rapid Action battalion
with two other suspected
militants and huge arms,
ammunition and books and
leaflets on jihad from a
house at Thanthania in
Bogra on Thursday, seems to
be a recent recruit to newly
formed Islamist outfit BEM.

Babu, a primary educated
electrician, left home on
August 21 noon for Bogra
after selling his steel box for
Tk 2200, said the family
members during this corre-
spondent'’s visit to his home
at Sonarpara in
Gobindagan] municipality
Saturday.

Babu, who spent a lot of
time in different mosques,
often left home for joining
programmes of Tablig
Jamaat, they said.

"Before starting for
Bogra, he said he would not
return home before the Eid-
ul-Azha, as he would remain
busy with different
programmes of Tablig
Jamaat. We are quite igno-
rant about his involvement
with any militant activities,"
said Babu's sister Moyna

Begum.

"Babu, the second of five
brothers and one sister,
worked as an electrician,
However, he had very little
interest in work. He spent
maximum time in religious
work and lived simply with
his small earning," said
Sakaul Islam, his elder
brother.

"We came to know of his
arrest through television, it
was beyond our knowledge
that he could join in any
militant activities," he
added.

"My son is totally inno-
cent. He might be trapped
by some unruly people, and
I am waiting for his safe
return”, said Babu's mother
Sayeda Begum.

"I must sacrifice my life
for the establishment of
Islam -- very often Babu
uttered these words," said
Shefali Begum, wife of
Babu's cousin.

"We suspect that any
Islamist outfit might have
recruited Shiekh Babu very
recently. It needs investiga-
tion to know what really
happened,” said Shiekh

Delwar Hossain, officer in
charge of Gobindagan)
police station.
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Barha Sheikh Babu, left, along with Sanaullah Mollah,
middle, an alleged mastermind of newly discovered
Islamist militant group BEM, and another militant suspect,
after their arrest by Rapid Action Battalion from
Thanthania in Bogra district on Thursday.
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Five feared
drowned
1N river

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khulna

Five people were feared
drowned in the River
Kazibacha in Jalma ferry
ghat area under Batiaghata
upazila yesterday morning.

Of the wvictims, three
could be identified as
Kefayet Sheikh, 48, Sabur
Fakir, 55, of Birat village and
Noor Ali, 35, of Talbunia
village.

Police and locals said the
trawler sank with 40 people
onboard, who were going to
Sadar upazila for watching a
football match, due to
strong currents in the river at
10:30am.

Of them, 35 were rescued
by the divers of Fire Brigade
and Coastguards while the
rest went missing, said
Enamul Haque, officer in-
charge of Batiaghata police
station.

The rescue operation was
going on till filing of this
report at 6:00pm yesterday.

Transport
strike

called off

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Khulna

Transport owners and work-
ers withdrew their indefinite
strike around 1:00pm yes-
terday, three hours after they
enforced it in Khulna divi-
sion.

“We called off the
programme around 1:00pm
after Khulna Police
Superintendent assured us
of taking steps to meet our
one point demand.” said
Anwar Hossain Sona, acting
secretary of Khulna Bus-
Minibus-Coach Owners
Association.

Contacted, Khulna police
superintendent Golam Rouf
Khan said that the
programme was withdrawn
after a meeting between
district police administra-
tion and the leaders of trans-
port owners association and
motor workers union at his
office in the morning.

Earlier, Khulna District
Bus-Minibus-Coach
Owners' Association and
Khulna Motor Workers'
Union enforced an indefi-
nite strike in Khulna divi-
sion yesterday morning to
press for a ban on move-
ment of shallow engine-run
human haulers.

BCL activists

FROM PAGE 16

town at the four-way inter-
section around 2:30pm,
obstructing traffic on the
road for about two and a
half hours.

A group of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) men,
led by its district unit gen-
eral secretary Bariqul Islam
Lizon, went to the court
around 1:30pm to see the
case proceedings.

At one stage, two BCL
men asked court staft Imrul
Islam to provide them with
drinking water. But Imrul
refused to oblige as the
hearing was underway.

Incensed at this, the
activists of the pro-Awami
League student body threat-
ened to beat him up and
asked the staff to come out
of the courtroom to face the
consequence of not follow-
ing their orders.

Imrul then brought the
matter to the notice of the
magistrate. The magistrate
asked the BCL men to
appear before him.

Enraged, the unruly BCL
men hurled abuse at the
magistrate and left the court.
The magistrate then called
in Meherpur sadar police to
avoid a possible law and
order situation.

Imrul filed the case with
the court against the eight
BCL men, including
Lizon, under the speedy trial
act.

ROAD BLOCKED

After blocking the entrance
to Meherpur town around
2:30pm, the BCL men set
fire to two auto-rickshaws,
creating panic among com-
muters.

The barricade was with-
drawn around 5:00pm after
district Awami League presi-
dent Miajan Ali had assured
the BCL activists of settling
the matter.

PHOTO: STAR

The Teesta has devoured a good portion of the 240-metre stretch of the protection
embankment at Uttar Dawabari village in Hatibandha upazila under Lalmonirhat district
in the downstream of Teesta Barrage during the last few days, as the bamboo spars and

sandbags put by the villagers failed to stop the erosion.

DRIVES IN RANGPUR CITY

2 Hizb-ut Tawhid, 7
Shibir men held

OQUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur

Police arrested two women
activists of Islamist outfit
Hizb- ut Tawhid and seized
books on 'jihad' and leaflets
from their possession at
Dhap police camp intersec-
tion in Rangpur city at
around 7:00pm on Sunday.

The arrested Hizb- ut
Tawhid activists are Shapla
Begum, 24, wife of Akkas Ali
of Jugia-Uttarpara village in
Sadar upazila of Kushtia
district, and Nurjahan
Parveen Jharna, 23, wife of
Monjurul Haque Polash in
Nalitabari upazila in
Sherpur district.

During preliminary
interrogation at Kotwali
Police Station, the two
women confessed to their
involvement with the outfit,
said Md Shahabuddin
Khalifa, officer-in-charge of
the police station.

Police lodged a case
against the arrestees yester-
day, produced them in a
court which later sent them
to Rangpur Central Jail.

Shapla Begum told local
journalists that she joined
Hizb-ut Tawhid in 2009,

The supreme authority of
the outfit sent them to
Rangpur in January 2012 for
carrying out party activities.

A team comprising 15
women activists of Hizb- ut
Tawhid i1s now working in
Rangpur, she added.

Meanwhile, law enforcers
picked up seven activists of
Islami Chhatra Shibir (ICS)
from a students' mess in the
city's Lalbag area on the day.

Police said they arrested
the Shibir activists from
'Confident’ mess in Lalbag
area of the city the same day.
On receiving secret informa-
tion that some Shibir men
were taking preparations to
carry out subversive activi-
ties in the area, police raided
the mess and arrested the
Shibir men.

They arrestees are
Obaidul Islam, 22, Hafizur
Rahman, 23, Shamsul
Akram, 25, Abu Sayeed, 20,
Bayezid Mian, 27, Abdul
Quddus, 25, and Nur
Hossain, 25.

Law enforcers also seized
leaflets and books on 'jihad'
and CDs from the mess.
Police yesterday produced
the Shibir men in a court
that sent them to jail.

Tragic!

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

Police arrested a woman at
Kazibari village in Nagarpur
upazila on Sunday on charge
of killing her three-month-
old daughter.

The arrestee is Bokuli
Begum, 35, wife of Moynul
Haque of Nanduria Uttorpara
village in Delduarupazila.

Monir Hossain, officer
in-charge of Nagarpur
police station, said Bokuli
hit her daughter Mafia with
a sharp weapon, leaving her
critically injured when she
was asleep at 12:30pm.

The baby was rushed to
Tangail General Hospital
where the attending doctors
declared her dead.

Following the incident,
Bokuli tried to kill herself by
the same weapon but failed,
said the OC.

The reason behind the
killing could not be known
immediately, said OC
Monir Hossain.

However, family sources
said Bokuli and her hus-
band used to lock in alterca-
tions over the legitamacy of
the child.

Being fed up at her hus-
band's such attitude, Bokuli
might have killed her
daughter, said the sources.

The woman gave birth to
the baby girl after 20 years of
their marriage.
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