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Bale reports
for training

AFP, London

Tottenham Hotspur winger
Gareth Bale reported for
training on Tuesday, amid
continued speculation
about his future at the club.

The 24-year-old Wales
international is the subject
of interest from Real Madrid
and there were reports in
the Spanish media that he
would skip training in a bid
to force through a move to
the Bernabeu.

However, he was driven
into Spurs' training complex
in Enfield, north London at
around 10:30 local time
(0900GMT) on Tuesday.

He was unable to take
part in the pre-season tour
of Hong Kong because of a
buttock injury.

Nastasic out
for 6 weeks

AFP, London

Manchester City's prepara-
tions for the Premier
League campaign were
dealt a blow on Tuesday as
the club announced that
centre-back Matija Nastasic
will miss the first month of
the season.

The 20-year-old Serbia
international was
stretchered off with an ankle
injury during a pre-season
game against Sunderland in
Hong Kong last month and
the club announced on their
website that he will be
sidelined for "four to six
weeks".

England international
Joleon Lescott is likely to
deputise alongside captain
Vincent Kompany in the
absence of Nastasic.

'Success due
to sacrifice'

AFP, Banghok

August 10 before returning to Europe.

Quizzed on the secret of his success at a UNICEF event in
Bangkok, the Argentine four-time World Player of the Year
said dedication was the only route to the top.

"You have to fight to reach your dream. You have to sacri-

fice and work hard forit," he said.

"Training is very important. Now we have no competi-
tion we are training a lot. When the season starts we have to
play matches so we will train only one or two hours a day.”

Speaking at the event with the club's partner charity
UNICEF, Messi advised members of Thailand's Special

Lionel Messi on Tuesday attributed his stun-
ning achievements to hard work and sacrifice
as his Barcelona side prepare for the first
game of their Asian tour in Thailand.

The Spanish champions have returned to
Asia three years after their last tour of the continent -- home
to a huge fan base and prime marketing territory.

After facing Thailand's national side on Wednesday,
Barca travel to Kuala Lumpur to play a Malaysia XI on

Olympics "unified" football team -- players with and with-

out intellectual disabilities -- to lap up the experience when
they travel to Brazil next year for the Global Unified Cup.

®

Barcelona superstar Lionel Messi (L) signs autographs for disabled young people at
the Okura hotel in Bangkok yesterday.
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Grudge match for Mourinho

AFP, Miami

Jose Mourinho has a
golden opportunity to
make a point to Real
Madrid when the
Chelsea manager faces
his old club in Miami on Wednesday.

Mourinho will go head to head with
Madprid in the final of the International
Champions Cup just three months
after his acrimonious departure from
the Spanish giants.

After feeling unloved for much of
his time in Madrid, the Portuguese
coach is enjoying his second spell at
Chelsea, where he is treated with total
respect following his Premier League
title triumphs in 2005 and 2006.

The hero worship that follows his
every move in the Premier League is a
far cry from the hostile reaction to his
presence in Spain.

By the time he departed Madrid,
Mourinho had made numerous ene-
mies among the squad, with his deci-
sion to drop iconic goalkeeper Iker
Casillas an especially sore point, as well
as falling out with some of the club's
hierarchy, while fans jeered the manager
in the final weeks of last season.

However, Mourinho's exit and the
arrival of the more affable Carlo
Ancelotti as his replacement has been
the trigger for the kind of spending
spree that the out-spoken 50-year-old
would have relished.

While Mourinho was always given

fairly substantial funds for signing
during his time at Madrid, since his
exit Real owner Florentino Perez has
given the green light to a spending
spree that is likely to approach £150
million ($230 million, 170 million
euros) by the close of the transfer win-
dow.

In a bid to make a fresh start after
Mourinho's divisive spell, Perez has
already splashed out £63 million on
Asier Illarramendi, Isco, Daniel
Carvajal and Casemiro.

But the biggest purchase is still to
come, with the nine-time European
champions on the verge of signing
Wales winger Gareth Bale from
Tottenham for a world record fee of
around £85 million,

Rooney wants out

THE GUARDIAN

Wayne Rooney is prepared to take on
Manchester United and issue a formal trans-
fer request to try to force the club to change
their mind and allow him the move he wants
to Chelsea.

Rooney is increasingly thinking he will have to take the
initiative after United revealed they had turned down a
second bid from Stamford Bridge -- an initial £25m with
another £5m in potential add-ons -- and categorically stated
that the striker would not get his wish. "He is not for sale," a
club spokesman said.

The Premier League champions insist their stance will
not change, that this is not merely a bargaining technique
and that Rooney needs to buckle down and start preparing
for a World Cup season.

That was followed by Rooney pulling out of the pre-
season fixture against AIK in Stockholm on Tuesday, the
official explanation being that he has a shoulder injury.

Mueller fires
Bayern

AFP, Berlin

A hattrick by German inter-
national Thomas Mueller
inspired holders Bayern
Munich to a 5-0 win over
fifth Division SW Rehden
on Monday in their first
round German Cup clash.

Mueller's hattrick - one a
penalty - and goals by Swiss
Brendan Shaqiri and Dutch
veteran Arjen Robben saw
them dispose of their hosts
and into Saturday’s second
round draw.

It gave Bayern and their
coach Pep Guardiola an
ideal lead in to the opening
match of the defence of
their league title on Friday
at home to Borussia
Moenchengladbach, who
exited the Cup on Sunday
beaten on penalties by
Third Division Darmstadt.

Guardiola, whose first
competitive match in
charge on July 27 saw his
side beaten 4-2 by Borussia
Dortmund the side they
beat in the Champions
League final last term,
allowed himself the luxury
of not starting several first
choice regulars such as
Franck Ribery and captain
Philipp Lahm while new
signing from his former
club Thiago Alcantara also
had to be content with a
place on the bench.

Earlier on Monday
Schalke had made hard
work of beating another
fifth division outfit FC
Noettingen 2-0, with Dutch
ace Klaas-Jan Huntelaar
giving them a 30th minute
lead but they had to wait
till the fourth minute of
time added on to double
their lead as new signing
Leon Goretzka netted.
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