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Strikes suffocate

Bangladesh's
economy

Amid the fallout of a deadly garment-

tactory collapse in April, Bangladesh faces a
more immediate economic threat from the
massive strikes known as "hartals,"” which
are bringing the country to its knees with
disturbing, and rising, frequency.

In one such strike last month, protesters
attacked buses, blockaded roads and deto-
nated homemade bombs, while at least five
people died in clashes with police. Dhaka
businesses saw revenue nosedive as shop-
pers stayed home. Even mango vendors
suffered, as supplies from the countryside
dwindled with roadways under threat of
violence.

At the Pan Pacific Sonargaon, a popular
business hotel, staff slipped notes under
visitors' doors advising of the suspension of
"all vehicular movement" during strikes and
warning guests not to venture off the prop-
erty. Guests needing to go to the airport
were ferried in a shuttle bus with armed

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

PARTY REGISTRATION

BNP to stand
by Jamaat

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The BNP will not frustrate its ally Jamaat-e-
Islami by distancing itself from the latters’
fight to remain a registered political party.

BNP senior leaders have been criticising
the recent High Court verdict that declared
Jamaat's registration with the Election
Commission illegal. They say the govern-
ment is planning to weaken the BNP-led 18
party alliance by separating Jamaat from it.

The main opposition will not let the
government have a walkover this time by
remaining silent as it did on the issue of
Jamaat's protest against the war crimes trial.

Talking to The Daily Star yesterday, a
number of senior BNP leaders said the way
the party was voicing concern over the ver-
dict, it seemed it might extend moral sup-
port to Jamaat's 48-hour hartal to be
enforced from August 12 protesting the
ruling.

It is 11:30pm but shoppers still crowd the pavement of Farmgate just in front of Tejgaon College in the ‘ PHOTO: "On return of Chairperson Khaleda Zia

capital yesterday doing their Eid shopping.

ANISUR RAHMAN SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Auranga killed

in road crash

5 other BNP men also
among victims

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Munshiganj

BNP National Executive
Committee member and
former lawmaker KM
Hemayet Ullah Auranga
and five others were
killed when his car
collided head-on with a
bus on Dhaka-Mawa
highway in Louhajang yesterday.

Police and locals said around 4:00pm the
front left tyre of the sports utility vehicle
exploded near Medenimandal of Louhajang
upazila on the highway causing it to lose
control and veer into the path of an oncom-
ing bus. Having been hit by the bus head
on, the car then hit a tree.

Former Awami League lawmaker
Auranga, 60, along with Hazrat Ali, 44,
Jamal Munshi, 50, and Md Yasin, 45, died
on the spot. Injured Nururddin Peda, 35,
died at a local hospital around 5:00pm and

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Suicide attack on
Indian consulate

7 children among 9 killed in
Afghanistan; Delhi condemns attack

AFP, Jalalabad

Suicide bombers targeted the Indian consulate in the eastern Afghan city
of Jalalabad yesterday, detonating an explosives-packed car and killing
nine civilians, including seven children in a nearby mosque.

A spokesman for the Taliban militant group immediately denied
responsibility for the blast that erupted outside the Indian mission and
left the mosque, private houses, tailors and other shops in ruins.

" A car containing explosives hit a barrier near the consulate and detonated,”
Ahmadzia Abdulzai, spokesman for Nangarhar province, of which Jalalabad is
the capital, told AFP, "There were three suicide bombers in the car.”

Nangarhar police chief Sharif Amin confirmed that the consulate was
the intended target of the attack, which created a large crater in the road as
survivors wearing blood-stained clothing ran for cover.

India strongly condemned the deadly attack on its consulate, vowing
the raid would not stop it from helping rebuild the war-torn nation.

The suicide attacks "must be condemned in the strongest possible
terms”, India's foreign ministry said in a statement, adding they were a
reminder of the threat posed to Afghanistan by "terrorism".

"This attack has once again highlighted (that) the main threat to
Afghanistan's security and stability stems from terrorism and the terror
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ONLINE POLL

Do you agree with Sajeeb Wazed
Joy that the Awami League is still
in the leading position at
national level despite AL-backed
candidates’ defeat in the five city
corporation elections?

® Yesmm (19%)
o N0 EEE— (81%)
TOTAL VOTES: 321

TODAY'SPOLL

Do you think BNP leader Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir’s
allegation that the government
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Spa offers bird
poop facials

AP, New York

Bird poop for beauty?
That's what goes into facials
at a luxury spa where the
traditional Japanese treat-
ment using imported Asian
nightingale excrement mixed
with rice bran goes for $180
a pop.

About 100 women and
men go into the Shizuka
New York skin care salon,
just off Manhattan's Fifth

Gap still big - pibiames

- Show HSC results of examiness - BND, Jamaat
-in rural, urban areas

- WasiM BIN HABIB and TUHIN SHUBHRA ADHIKARY

" STAFF CORRESPONDENT

* Prime Minister Sheikh
- Hasina yesterday blamed

- examinations.

- Despite government efforts to improve the overall standard - the opposition political
. of education in the country, rural institutions still lag far . parties for what she termed
" behind their urban counterparts in terms of results in public * "poor" and "unexpected"”

- results of Higher Secondary

) . The trend is evident in this year's HSC examination . Certificate (HSC) and
leOn Wants . results, which show that the traditionally renowned institu- ; equivalent examinations
- tions, particularly in metropolitan areas, remain the best - this year.
to St‘udy law . performers dominating the list of top achievers under each .  After a steady rise in the

" education board.

. HSC exams pass rate over

Gets GPA-4 - Educationists observe that most urban students fare * the past four years, the pass

A CORRESPONDENT, Jhalakathi

- better than the rural learners as they have access to better - rate has declined by 4.37
. teachers and extensive classroom activities. . percentage points to drop

Limon Hossain scored GPA °  The pass rate in the HSC exams stands at 71.13 percent * to 74.30 percent from

4.0 in his HSC exams, - this year. Of the 5,79,297 successful students under eight - 78.67 percent last year.
despite suffering trauma - education boards, 46,736 secured the highest grade GPA-5. - "Hartal and other politi-
from an amputated leg for . Most of the unsuccessful students are from rural institu- . cal programmes enforced
being shot wrongly by Rab * tions, said sources in boards. * by the BNP and Jamaat-e-
men and battling false - In Dhaka board, only four colleges of the top 20 are from - Islami during the exam
cases against them for the . outside of the capital. However, all of them are either in the . days have been the reasons
past two years. . metropolitan or municipality area. - for the poor results,” Abul
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TAREK 'SHOOTOUT' CONTROVERSY

Rab produces woman,
another confusion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A woman, who allegedly abetted Jubo League leader Tarek in murder-
ing his party man Milky by giving him the latter's whereabouts, was
arrested by Rab in the capital’'s Dhanmondi area yesterday morning.

The arrestee, Fahima Islam Lopa, 25, wife of Milky's close aide and
Jubo League leader Maruf Reza Sagar, told Tarek the whereabouts of
Milky, and thus helped him commit the murder, said Rab officials at a
press briefing in the capital.

At 500 515
Maghrib 6-43 6-53
Esha 8-15 8-45

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

G0 (Al AfGPIT 10 05 AR, 050 TR “TERHRYE GFfs (TRIFIE @F ICIR A7~ PIEEiE 9
AR S WFITE G2 AT IR0R | TF A ITARTT FAFRIT JRS R0 384t ARbeSs
Rt it oPT0y 8 ST feitalie Sifaacas afetale 34t AR | SIA SSTAITR OYeoeid I8 73 998 WA
71 '8 OTO] | TERFTOTD, 9 YT GI10 ATOIAA LTARCTT TR 12 s SR T IIZA! ARGITS T
wwﬁﬂ%ﬁqﬁwmﬁmﬁwwwmawmﬂmﬁwm
AoTIwcas OlF Afo3m Siaicez|

TP AfSranca, TORRIETT I6TT JIZAA AR &6 vfia TaEs GB 9 TAE I 9ors ™A
TS @ e R 9Feq AR Reiee LERRUTR 39813 FIZ#A! ARBIAS Ged wore ifoar JFE
IR STAICH S AT 1, AR I, TPIAI JIF, SHISMC IS Ry @FPoA A7 990 Reea| 9=1ol,
fofq Hreic I TiF AT 8 Erdie I IRF FRoes I3 ARpae =oEs F6990 Beq)
ITAIRET TP IR G I6FT JIBAA ARG B0 @erot, IR 70! 8 Joot g3 AR
ATo%y RIFAR OF RePCa S0 ST 707, ST 8 JTI& |mmﬁﬂwwmﬁ3mﬁmw
fEACEE @ G Ia e [SA0T IS 588% 8 H8u% Ted FH| OfF 00!, 7ol 3
WWWW@WWWWWWWWWWMﬂ
A BEF GIR 5 ATSTF, 05 OIFRCY ol JRET @omla $C391 9= g ST BB 8 0% A e I

Trady, I5FE JIZAA! ARBITS TTARTT TR 12T fARGrT @rema 9= A (e A 9o a3
AL AT @Y GR FRCFF OOl I '8 TR 0! [APHO FACO [[1og TG *WMCF &> FCIA|

YT, GG P Corporate Culture 8 Asset Quality TAFEG FF1F &Y Internal Credit and Compliance Division (3 (FLIS
HATT=ATHE g3 AJx 4 AR
ﬁﬁﬂﬁ, non-performing YT performing FF FCFI Special Asset Management Division 311? e AR |
DORIG, FIE 37 ARTHAR 97983, PR 3 non-funded IR &ffS TR0 BFP AMIF 31 TR
b_‘-'ﬂ_ et 331 IfereTE WPt (319 S SIEW Ready made garments Division (03 39 TS |

ALHO, AT IRCF Ao G GFeF TA-JIZ#AT ARG JHCA Risk management Unit 311? 4 A
"ﬁr‘ﬁ Gverdue SMA Tl JITS Classified d1 A I &1 RFI0 [APSO F9I19 FCFJ Problematic Account Management
Committee S5 F4l SR |

IETH JIZHA! ARG ITTARGT AR TIeF FRIOE @M #F $R I Row79 e ot @R
me Y7 RAICO IICFT 1A Provision 6O AR FEHIE FCARGE TR I fccs
IGHICA G0 TN WIZA CRICO 58 WA

qgIet, Bralio afstave ferst qrepifae, Fafes oiffie Iofge, afeam (o Faeiibs, 2amifaa Peifar, Fafes
R+ I QrIHET, R PO [T Y2 IO GHBIRATR HIE! (@5 A0V 4 R Al Sfdzeas 3¢ 3«
AR O TBAD 8 I 77 Q T AOVICT 9 IR AR TPiad 49 &AMl T AR 9R OIS
IATHA APl Y ARCNY I 5relrr| W=IGl, AIE Sy, AR @ T30 A A4 2mltd wfaacad
SRSTS! Sl IR, GT 7 ATV A< SRIAT T 3671 JIZHA! ARG SRR F903 Beerq a1 o
Y it AT TS Bt SIcAld (BB1 (@l RN 7= wrioeATo! 1|

Tray, 9 REede 12T =R A3/ 1a od 1P L0 005 Fq O I R 49 R A4 FHLA|
58, TG IS EIOIIF PR AN 33 A 932 B &TAFT YT AIRT6 W G @ IR 270 FF F41

|E@WWWFWWWWWWWW$‘WWWWW|WﬂW
IIAATD IS AR ACHAR S5 FRFF ARG *¥d e A G R SqEive @) 93
YRR SRy AfOERAT 0Ot TR, 050 BIfFtY ST AR I AFWH 45l T {Y AfSEIweTs
ReF0a SEICAE Y TEIR, 050 Ofitd @0 difes A5 SR faibro =ita <7 /i3 q IR0rT @
OB TPyo Aot AR b Mo (AFoFoirs JLRAE |

o Rt AfSEMAD eiv@eird ITARDE IR JRF FREE 8 JIET I3 ARG A ¢ Fqwi
0CrR IR Vel Fihe RElS 2GR | FIER FRFI AT, FAPOI/FABRR T30 GRS 91 SIS
8 TP ANOINCA REIS a1 SFF Ty ALY T3 IO | A A FfH TR A ¢ R Ay TeARoe
SR JF FHAGCCT AT 8 AT HAT@ THRO UFE|

Ebitor: MAHFUZ ANAM-Published by the Editor from Transcraft Ltd, 229, Tejgaon Industrial Area, Dhaka-1208 and 12-13 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: 64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka-1215,
Tel: 9144330 (Hunting) & 8124944, Fax: 9144332, 8125155, 8126154, GPO Box No: 3257, e-mail: editor@thedailystar.net,reporting@thedailystar.net



