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Kidnappers free 34
more PCJSS men
in Rangamati

15 still remain captive

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Rangamati

Thirty-four more activists of
Parbatya Chattagram Jana
Sanghati Samity (PCJSS),
abducted from Kattholi in
Longudu wupazila of the
district on February 16, were
released yesterday.

Police and PCJSS sources
said six of the 34 activists
were released in Chhoto
Kattholi area under Longdu
upazila while the remaining
28 in Barunachhari area
under Shuvalong upazila in
the morning.

In the last week, the kid-
nappers released three oth-
ers in different areas of
Longudu upazila.

Confirming the release of
37 in phases, PC]JSS
Assistant Information and
Publicity Secretary Sajib
Chakma said the kidnap-
pers are yet to release 15
party men,

Razaul Haq, officer-in-
charge of Langdu Police
Station, said the released
PCJSS activists were in good
health and returned to their
respective villages.

As many as 52 PCJS8S
activists were kidnapped
at Joratilla in Kattholi
area under Langdu
upazila while they were
returning home from
Rangamati town after

attending the party's 41st
founding anniversary
programime.

Longudu police said
some 40 people blocked an

engine boat in Jotetila area
at around 10:30am and
abducted the PCJSS men at
gun point.

Moni Shankar Chakma,
secretary of Longudu
upazila unit of PC]SS, Josho
Chakma, secretary of Jubo
Samity, and Milon Chakma,
organising secretary of the
samity, were among the

victims, said Longudu
police.
PCJSS leaders blamed the

United People's Democratic
Front (UPDF) for the abduc-
tion.

Michael Chakma, secre-
tary of the Rangamati unit of
Gonotantrik Jubo Forum,
the youth body of the UPDE
refuted the allegation.

After the incident, a joint
team of Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) and
police conducted drives in
different areas of the upazila
but could not rescue the
abducted PCJSS men.

Protesting the incident,
PCJSS staged demonstra-
tions and held rallies in
the town at different
times, demanding steps to
rescue the abducted party
men.

Two siblings in
Chuadanga

buy freedom
Another youth kidnapped

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

Two siblings, abducted on
Saturday night from
Damurhuda wupazila of
Chuadanga district, were
released vyesterday in
exchange for ransom.

The wvictims are Jalal
Uddin, 32, and his brother
Kamal Uddin, 30, of
Kashipur upazila in Bogra
district.

At midnight on Saturday,
a gang of 10/12 armed men
kidnapped the duo when
they were asleep at their
furniture shop at Natipota
intersection in the upazila.

Later, the gang
demanded a ransom of Tk 2
lakh from the two for their
release. After negotiation,
the captors released Kamal
Uddin on Sunday morning
just to manage the ransom
money.

“The abductors freed
both of us on payment of Tk
50,000," Kamal told local
journalists yesterday. He,
however, declined to dis-
close the identity of the gang
members.

Sub-Inspector (SI)
Ashrafuzzaman, in-charge
of Bhogirathpur police

camp, four kilometres from
Natipota, said no one came
to the camp to file any com-
plaintin this regard.

Ahsan Habib, officer-in-
charge (OC) of Damurhuda
Police Station, said they
visited the shop on receiving
information on release of
the two brothers. But they
immediately left the area for
their home in Bogra, he
added.

In another incident, a
gang of 8/9 armed men
kidnapped a youth named
Mehedi Hasan, 20, from
Salamat Bazar area in the
same upazila on Saturday.

Victim's father Mahtab
told journalists that the
gang kidnapped his house
and later demanded Tk 1
lakh for his release.

Mahtab said he recently
bought a piece of land at
Salamat Bazaar for Tk 10
lakh to set up a shop there
for Mehedi. “This might
have prompted the gang to
pick up my son for ransom,”
Mahtab said.

Being informed by
Mahtab on Sunday, law
enforcers of Shambhuganj
police camp have launched
adrive to rescue the youth.

TWO LIMON CASES

Cleared in one, other to
be withdrawn Aug 18

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thalakathi

A court here yesterday
cleared Limon of charges in
the arms case, while the
other case against him for
obstructing law enforcers
from performing their
duties will be heard and
withdrawn on August 18.

The government on July 9
decided to withdraw the two
cases filed against Limon by
the Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) on March 23, 2011.
Accordingly, the Special
Tribunal-2 withdrew the
arms case, said Public
Prosecutor Abdul Mannan
Rasul.

Senior Judicial
Magistrate Md Shahidul
[slam fixed August 18 for
hearing and withdrawal of
the other case, the PP added.

Police had submitted
charge sheets in both the
cases against a gang, includ-
ing Limon. Though Limon
has been cleared of the
charge, the arms case against
the remaining accused will
continue, the PP further
said.

On March 23, 2011, a Rab
team shot Limon in the left
leg at Shaturia village, taking
him for a notorious criminal
it was looking for. The elite
force then picked up Limon
and sent him to a hospital.
On the same day, Rab filed
two cases against him- one
for possessing arms and
another for obstructing law
enforcers.

Meanwhile, the hearing
of the case filed by Limon's
mother Henora Begum
against five Rab personnel
will be held on August 13.
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Tidal water from Ramnabad river has washed away four iron bridges of the lone road of Nawapara village under
Lalua union in Kalapara upazila of Patuakhali. Photo shows villagers crossing a damaged portion of the road with the

help of abamboo bridge.

280 dead birds seized
from Narail poachers

Mobile court fines, frees gang

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Narail

Police in separate drives on
Sunday seized at least 280
dead birds in Lohagara
upazila and arrested six
poachers.

A mobile court later fined
the poachers Tk 500 each
and released them.

Lohagara police said, a
gang of poachers active in the
upazila trapped the Asian
Pied Starling, locally known
as Shalik, in different areas to
sell them in local markets.

Police first arrested Shukur
Mondol, 26, from Lohagara
village with a few dead birds
and on his confessional state-
ment arrested five others.

The other arrestees were
Ramzan Kha, 28, Zohir Kha,
23, Nayan Sheikh, 20, Musa
Kha, 17, and Ainul Fakir, 20,
of the same area.

Igbal Bahar Chowdhury,
officer in-charge of Lohagara
PS said that the criminals had
been doing this for a long time.
Later we handed them overtoa
mobile court led by Lohagara
upazila nirbahi officer UNO
Rebeca Khan, headded.

Contacted, Rebeca Khan
said, she fined the six as per
the Wildlife Preservation Act.
They were fined Tk 500 each
as they committed the offence
for the first time, she said.

However, sources said that
the gang had been hunting

birds setting various types of
poison traps. They sell the
birds at different markets in
the upazila openly.

Locals alleged that a
section of people buy the
dead birds to eat them.

The hunters use current
nets, hanging nets, poison-
ous baits and hooks to trap
the birds. These poachers
not only kill the Asian Pied
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Starling, they also catch
different migratory birds in
winter season.

Borun Kumer Biswas, a
biology teacher at Narail
Government Victoria College,
expressing concern, said indis-
criminate hunting of birds
causes ecological threat. He
stressed the need for people’s
awareness and strict enforce-
mentoflawsto protect thebirds.

PHOTO: STAR

Dead birds seized from poachers by Lohagara police
brought to the police station on Sunday.

Erosion renders 300 families

homeless in a week

Dyke washed away in Kurigram

OuRrR CORRESPONDENT, Kurigram

road for going to the town, he said.

Erosion by Brahmaputra washed away a big
portion of the river protection embank-
ment, rendering around 300 families home-
less at several villages in Jatrapur union of
Sadar upazila in the last one week.

The worst affected villages are Char
Parbattipur,
Ghanoshyampur, Baldipara and Garuhara.

A large number of erosion-hit people have
already taken shelter on government roads
and high lands, said an official of Water
Development Board (WDB) in the district.

About a kilometer of the embankment
went into the river, causing immense suffer-
ings to the people of Jattrapur, Nayerhat and
Begumganj unions as they have to go to the
district town by using boat, said Mahabubur

Jatrapur, Farazipara,

Rahman, 50, avillager.

Earlier, they used the embankment as a

If the authorities did not reconstruct the
embankment immediately, floodwater in
the few weeks would enter Baldipara,
Garuhara villages of Jattrapur union and
Araji Palashbari, Shitaijhar and Gabindapur
villages of Pachgachhi union, rendering
over 20,000 families homeless,
Abdul Gafur, chairman of Jatrapur UP.

Besides, several thousand acres of lands
would turn uncultivable if they remain
covered with sands carried by floodwater,
said the chairman.

Despite repeated appeals, the authorities
are yet to take any remarkable steps to pro-
tect the erosion, he alleged.

Kurigram WDB executive engineer
Enayet Ullah however, said, the work for

feared

protecting erosion came to a halt due to

heavy current at erosion point of the river.

PHOTO: STAR
Erosion by Brahmaputra washed away about one kilometre of the flood protection

dyke and rendered around 300 families homeless in a week at several villages under
Jatrapur union of Kurigram.

Charge sheet
against 22 in
Bogra Sujan
killing case

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Police have submitted
charge sheet against 22 men
in Bogra district Awami
League youth and sports
affairs secretary Sujan kill-
ingcase.

The charge sheeted
accused are local Jubo
League activists Mostakim
Rahman, Adil, Kafi,
Noman, Anamul, Nadim,
Sumon, Shimanto, Pallob,
Hossain, Hasan, Bellal,
Manik, Shanto, Shahidul,
Nayan, municipality coun-
cillor and town BNP leader
Hiru Pashari and Bappi,
Jewel, Kabir, Bappa and
Nurunnabi.

Nur-e-Alam Siddiki,
officer in-charge of Sadar
police station and inves-
tigation officer (10) in
the case, submitted the
charge sheet before the
court of Additional Chief
Judicial Magistrate on
Saturday.

On November 29 last
year, Sujanur Rahman
Sujan, 53, was stabbed to
death near his residence
at Malgram in the town.

The killing took place
while Sujan was returning
home from his business
centre.

Sujan's wife Monjuara
Begum Rubi filed a case
accusing 26 people in con-
nection with the killing.

Police then arrested seven
people including charge
sheeted accused Bappa and
Nurunnabi, said the 1O.

Prime minister
to visit Rangpur
tomorrow

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Rangpur:

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is scheduled to visit
Rangpur along with her
family members tomorrow.

During her visit, she will
inaugurate several develop-
ment projects including
Wazed Miah Bridge over
Karatoa River at Kachdah
under Tukuria union in
Pirganj upazila, Dak
Bungalow at Pirganj and
Rangpur divisional passport
and visa office building.

The PM will lay founda-
tion stones of Pirganj
upazila parishad building,
Marine academy complex in
Patgram area under Baro
Alampur union in Pirganj
and annex building of
Rangpur Circuit House.

Sheikh Hasina, also presi-
dent of ruling Awami League,
1s also expected to address a
rally at 2:00 pm at Pirganj
Government High School at
Pirganj. Besides, she has other
day-long programmes in
different areas of the district.

MP Rony's brother,
15 others sued on
extortion charge

Our Co RRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

Sixteen people, including a
brother of lawmaker Golam
Maula Rony, have been sued
on extortion charge in
Galachipa of the district.

Abdul Mannan
Howlader of Ulania Bazar
under Ratandi-Taltali union
filed the case with
Galachipa Police Station on
Saturday night.

Rony's brother Golam
Sarwar, father-in-law Md
Fazle Ali Khan, brother-in-
law and also Chairman of
Dakua Union Parishad (UP)
in the upazila Mokbul Khan,
are among the accused.

In the case statement, the
complainant stated that the
accused entered his house at
around 8:00pm on July 25
and demanded Tk one lakh
from him. As he refused to
pay the money, Mahazib,
one of accused, took away
Tk 30,000 from a showcase.

The plaintiff further stated
that the accused beat up his
wife Fatima Begum and
looted her gold ornaments.

Officer-in-Charge (OC)
SM Ziaul Haque of
Galachipa Police Station told
this correspondent yesterday
that they recorded the case
against the accused. "After
proper investigation, we will
take necessary steps against
the accused,” the OC said.

Members of a team that
produces a crime-
investigative show, Talash,
for Independent TV visited
Galachipa and Dashmina
upazilas in the first week of
July to collect information
about alleged corruption of
Rony, AL lawmaker from
Patuakhali-3 constituency
(Galachipa and Dashmina).

Locals said Mannan's
interview with Talash team at
Ulania Bazar in Galachipa
had angered Rony's men,
who later attacked his house.

Schoolboy kidnapped

A CORRESPONDENT,
Kishoreganj

A schoolboy was abducted
from Dampara union in
Nikliupazila on Sunday.

The victim is Sumon Mia,
son of Nurul Islam of Uttar
Dampara village. He is a
class nine student of Mahtab
Uddin High School.

Family sources said, an
unknown person introduc-
ing himself as a surveyor of
an NGO, came to their house

a few days ago and sought
Sumon's help for surveying
the area.

On Sunday afternoon, he
and Sumon boarded a boat
and took him to an iftar
party. And since then
Sumon remained missing.

An unknown caller
demanded Tk 30 lakh ran-
som for his release over
phone yesterday, said
Sumon's elder brother
Mokarrom Hossain,

an
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