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CPB wants

ARIAL KHAN BANK EROSION

alternative 300 families uprooted
democratlc OUR CORRESPONDENT, Madaripur
force ,

At least 300 families of Shibchar and Madaripur sadar
upazilas have become homeless due to erosion of the banks
of the Arial Khan river in the last one month.

The erosion is occurring as the water level of the river con-
tinues going up amid tidal flow. Locals said the river had
devoured homesteads, cultivable land, and many academic
and religious institutions in about 14 unions of the two
upazilas.

The affected areas are Charjanajat, Kathalbari, Dattapara,
Sannasirchar, Bondorkhola, and Nilukhi under Shibchar
upazila and Dhurail, Charnachna, Kalikapur, Farajirhat,
Mohisherchar, Panchkhola, Kazirtek, and Chilachar under
the sadar upazila.

The people living on the river bank fear that the river
would devour their homes and agricultural land anytime,
while the displaced erosion victims are passing days in an
uncertainty on the flood control embankment and in other
areas.

The erosion is also threatening the existence of Haji
Shariatullah Bridge as huge areas are collapsing into the river
near the structure. Some concrete blocks of the bridge have
already come loose and fallen into water.

On the other hand, the Madaripur town embankment is
now on verge of collapse due to cracks at several places and
strong current in the river.

Bazlur Rahaman Sarkar, chairman of Charjanajat union,
and Murad Hossain, chairman of Dattapara union, said they
had asked the Bangladesh Water Development Board
(BWDB) to repair the river embankment but to no effect.
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Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) called
for an alternative "demo-
cratic, left-leaning, develop-
ment-oriented, patriotic,
honest, and transparent”
political force to enter the
bipolar political equilib-
rium of Bangladesh.

The call was made as per
recommendations of a
three-day seminar of CPB's
Central Committee held
from July 23, chaired by
CPB President Mujahidul
Islam Selim.

“Under the patronage of
BNP, communalism and
fundamentalist terrorism
are on the rise in the coun-
try while attempts are
being made to free the war
criminals,” stated a CPB
press release dated July 25,
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Khulna City Corporation (KCC) on Thursday announced a %
budget of Tk 345.04 crore for the fiscal year 2013-14 with-
out imposing new taxes.

Mayor (in charge) Azmol Ahmed Tapon formally placed
the proposed budget, with a special emphasis on
infrastructural development, in a press conference in the
corporation's Shaheed Altaf Auditorium,
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