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OWER i1s blind. Politicians

I ) have power and, unless

KALEIDOSCOPE tempered with responsibil-

ity, they have the proclivity

for getting blinded by it.

Patuakhali's lawmaker Golam

Moula Roni did go blind on

Saturday afternoon when he failed

to control himself and fell upon
journalists.

We know from newspapers and
TV reports what he had to say
about the incident. He said report-
ers from a particular TV channel
had been shadowing him con-
stantly for some days. So finding
them sitting in the building at
Topkhana Road in the city that houses his office, he only
challenged them, but denied having attacked them. And
that it was those two journalists who had behaved badly
with him, he alleged, whereas he was so good with them,
etc, etc. However, from his narrative it was not clear how
those journalists got hurt and their camera was broken,

But why did this lawmaker, who has been able to draw
some public attention, if only for his outspokenness in
parliament or for his seemingly unbiased views at the TV

talk shows, go off his rocker on that day and behave in a

When re
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in possession of absolute power hardly recognises

legitimacy in alternative points of view. As long as AL
sticks to the “no caretaker government” mantra a deal is
impossible. Their disagreement is not with their political
opponents only, but also with the overwhelming opinion of
people in our country.

Politically, it looks like we are heading towards very
difficult times, a prospect no one can relish. Nobody wants
to see fierce battles between police and angry citizens raging
on our streets. Our violence is splashed on the front pages of
the world and it hurts us all. Clock is ticking, we hope both
the parties will drop their hard-line policies and try to ham-
mer out an agreement that gives both of them something to
brag about.

A year or so ago BNP appeared to be struggling and fail-
ing to communicate a coherent political message, and their
image looked fragile. Nowadays, they look rather chirpy
and they are thriving in a “political period that is highly
charged with religious furore.” Their new found zest may
simply reflect the rallying of support of Allama Shafi's
Hefajat-e-Islam and its growing numbers and spreading
movement. BNP is now trying to collect the dividends and
unite the people under the banner of Islam, instead of show-
ing moral leadership in the face of such chauvinism.

I T is a truth universally acknowledged that a politician

manner unbecoming of a lawmaker? Why, as a public fig-
ure, did he fail to engage those TV reporters in a discussion,
reply to their query, if they had any, or even warn them of
legal consequences if they were found in his pursuit again in
the future? But the lawmaker did not give consideration to
these options, but preferred to act like a bully. Clearly, more
than civility and rationality, the arrogance of power got the
better of him.

But MP Roni was not the first lawmaker to have a go at
journalists. Politicians, be they in power or in opposition,
and their cadres, have developed a habit of using journal-
ists, regardless of their gen-
der, as a convenient punch-
ing bag. Even women are not
spared. We may recall how a
female journalist was
attacked at a rally of Hefajat-
e-Islam recently. She, how-
ever, drew Hefajat's wrath
more because she was female
than because she was a journalist.

But then how does one explain the case of yet another
female journalist whose hands were mangled by a male
ruling party lawmaker a year and a half ago when she tried
to interview him. The journalist's fault was that she wanted
to know from the MP, if, as the president of a school manag-
ing committee, it was his decision to charge higher fees from

OP-ED

Reckless politicians

The reckless ones have forgotten that it is
the people who have made them powerful.
And they (the people) know how to put

them in their place.
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students seeking admission in that school. In MP Roni's
case, the journalists did not even get the opportunity to
approach the lawmaker for an interview.

Journalists have also been murdered and they are not
getting justice. In the case of the double murder of the jour-
nalist couple Sagar-Runi, justice seems to be a far cry. The
state's crime investigation department has so far miserably
failed to track down the murderers, far less bring them to
justice, though about a year and a half have elapsed since the
tragedy happened.

And all this is happening to journalists despite the govern-
ment's claim that the press is
enjoying freedom, and that
people’s right to information
has been established. But
such claims fly in the face of
the high-handed attitude of
powerful politicians, bureau-
crats and the police towards
news gatherers.

Interestingly, the Roni episode took place only a day after
the communications minister Obaidul Quader, another
ruling party leader well-known for his plain speaking, com-
pared politicians with 'reckless drivers.' While on a visit to
Gazipur last Friday, he told journalists: “Who will run the
country, if people lose faith in politicians? How can the coun-
try be run if we [politicians] behave like reckless drivers?”

It is heartening to know that among the horde of 'reckless
drivers' at the helm of affairs, there is still a voice in the wil-
derness. But as an active politician, he should have known
that the answer to the question he raised with a rather philo-
sophical note lies with people. The reckless ones have for-
gotten that it is the people who have made them powerful.
And they (the people) know how to put them in their place.

Politicians who have still the pangs of conscience in
Bangladesh, as part of soul-searching, may make a serious
effort to know the people's mind about them. They may
well follow the footsteps of the British politician and law-
maker Gloria de Piero,

Troubled by conscience, Ms. Piero, a Labour Party MP for
Ashfield in Nottinghamshire of England, set herself an
audacious mission to know for herself what her constitu-
ents think about politicians. To get their honest opinion,
she organised a tour among them with the question: "Why
do you hate me?" The answers she got were hardly pleasant
to her ears. In a few words they spoke their mind: “Liars,”
“Selfish,” “Privileged and arrogant,” “Devious,” “Insin-
cere,” etc.

Such public perception about politicians must have left a
sobering impact on the English lawmaker. Would any of our
politicians, who are yet to become 'reckless' and arrogant,
dare to take such mission to know their electorates' mind?

The writer is Editor, Science & Life, The Dally S5tar. E-mail:sfalim@gmail.com

igion meets electoral politics

Hypocrisy is too mild a word to cover such behaviour.

Allama Shafi and his team should realise that our tradi-
tion of respecting individual rights and opposing reaction-
ary attempts to corral and control has served the country
well in many ways. On the other hand, Pakistan and
Afghanistan have become dangerous and unstable states,
torn apart by jihadist violence, The main target of Muslim
extremism is Muslims, yet
many fanatics admire
Taliban rule and want to live
under it.

Allama Shafi is obfuscat-
ing the truth and using mis-
leading religious arguments
and blatant scare tactics to
lock women in their places
and force them to stay in
purdah. It's a shame that in
our country Muslim women
are victims of Muslim men.
Unfortunately, the ruling
party is yet to find correct responses and powerful answers
against such onslaught. Critics claim that AL has forgotten
the necessity of fighting for each and every vote. Itisalwaysa
mistake to underestimate your opponent.

Given the way the political wind is blowing, critics
reckon that AL has run its course and a change of govern-

Allama Shafi is obfuscating the truth and
using misleading religious arguments and
blatant scare tactics to lock women in their
places and force them to stay in purdah. It's
a shame that in our country Muslim women
are victims of Muslim men. Unfortunately,
the ruling party is yet to find correct
responses and powerful answers against
such onslaught.

ment is inevitable. But a change of government in itself will
not solve our ingrained problems and political mess, as we
all know that another set of power hungry manipulative
politicians are impatiently waiting for their turn to be back
in the saddle after a five-year interval. BNP firmly believe
that they are on the right road and AL has effectively
defeated itself, and that voters who have no alternative but
to vote for a change must
ultimately choose between
BNP and AL.

Politics is firmly in the
grip of two families and the
nation is hostage to their
whims and fancies. It is a
common tradition in many
countries that there are meet-
ings behind closed doors to
decide who should be the
leader of the party. Debate
goes on until a winner
emerges. But in this subcon-
tinent, political life is different and party leaders’ retirement
before death is normally unprecedented -- they don't want
to retire from public life. Voters are really tired of familiar
faces and voices. China with its relatively youthful political
leadership has joined the ranks of the great powers,
whereas, India with its billion-plus population and eco-

nomic promise is still widely seen as a country that cannot
quite get its act together.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh seems to be swimming
against the tide, but is still clinging to power. In Bangladesh,
an artful politician, Mr. H.M. Ershad who ruled Bangladesh
for long 9 years, is now hoping against hope to switch
horses at the “opportune moment” to secure an easy ride to
the presidency. Pervez Musharraf, a former general, dictator
and president of Pakistan seized power in 1999, survived
two serious assassination attempts and ruled Pakistan until
2008. After self-imposed exile in London for more than four
years, he suddenly returned to Pakistan to save Pakistan and
contest election. Now he is behind bars facing charges of
treason for staging his coup in 1999, and he is also accused
in Bhutto murder case.

When Benazir Bhutto, in her bid to become prime minis-
ter of Pakistan for the third time, returned from exile on
October 2007, extremists bombed her motorcade after it left
Karachi airport, killing 140 supporters, but she was unhurt
in that attack. Two months later, a suicide bomber brutally
killed her at a political rally. I conclude by quoting Albert
Einstein: “Only two things are infinite, the universe and
human stupidity, and I'm not sure about the former.” God
bless politics and God bless politicians.

The writer is a former investment banker.
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Saturday's Cryptoquip:

THE TWO POETS WHO ALWAYS COMPOSED
VERSE TOGETHER CONSIDERED THEMSELVES
PARTNERS IN RHYME.

Today's Cryptoquip Clue: I equals F

- »/ . HELLO, 911, I NEED AN
: P8 P AMBULANCE A FIRE TRUCK,
A WRECKER, A GARBAGE
TRUCK,SOMEONE FROM
THE POG POUND, A SODA

ANP A HAMBURGER
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QUOTABLE Quotes

““Yesterday is history. Tomorrow is a mystery. Today is a
gift. That's why it's called the present?*

Unknown

Test Date: 10a.m. Saturday 03 August 2013
Application Deadline: 4 p.m. 31 July 2013

Undergraduate Programs

School of Arts & Social Sciences:

= BS in Economics T
= BA in English (TESOL, Linguistics, Literature)

School of Business:

= BBA (Marketing, HRM, MIS,
Int’l Business, Business Policy &
Strategy, Finance & Accounting)

School of Engineering & Applied Sciences:
= Bachelor of Architecture
BS in Computer Science
BS in Computer Science & Engineering
BS in EEE
BS in ETE
BS in Environmental Management
BS in Environmental Science
BS in Civil & Environmental Engineering

School of Life Sciences:

= BS in Biotechnology & Biochemistry
" BS in Microbiology
= Bachelor of Pharmacy (B. Pharm)

Form Submission Fru:pd_ures:
Forms are available for Tk. 1000 from Southeast Bank, Ba:

payment of Tk. 1000 m
time of submission of

Ii' A'Level mammllmwﬂ )
iv) HSC/A'Level certificate (if availa

Two letter of recommendatio from
v Teachers/Head Master/Principal (if available)

UNDERGRADUATE ADMIS

can also downioad application forms from the NSU Website:

made with pay order during submission of application fc
Applicants are requested to show original and attach the following documents at the
Ton of the Aoeacaion Fomn -
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Admission Requirements

B Minimum GPA of 3.5 in S.5.C. and H.5.C. each.

m Minimum Average Grade Point of 2.5 in five subjects in
O-Level and 2.0 in two subjects in A-Level (A=5, B=4, C=3,
D=2, E=1).

m HSC appeared candidates can apply.

®m Candidates will be selected on the basis of past academic
results and admission test performance.
Note: Admission test is walved for candidates with minimum

score of 1200 in SAT (Math + Critical Reading) and 550
(CBT 213/IBT 79) In TOEFL or 5.5 in IELTS.

Students securing 1st and 2nd position in the
Admission Test based merit list will be eligible
for 100% tuition waiver.

Candidates fulfilling the following minimum requirements
will be eligible for 25% to 100% tuition waiver subject to
performance in the admission test :

m 7 A'satatimein O-level and 3 A's in A-Level
examinations

m GPA 5.0 (excluding 4th subject) in either SSC or HSC
and at least GPA 4.8 in the other (excluding 4th subject)

Test Date Instructions:

- All candidates must report at least 30 minutes before
the admission test

- NO Cell
0 phones
-NO

Forfurtherinfnrmaﬂun,plmm

NSU Admission & Information Office
Level 1, Bashundhara, Dhaka-1229

Tel: 880-2-8852000, Ext. 5000/5002/5004
Email; registrar@northsouth.edu

Web: www.northsouth.edu




