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Rescue 27
expatriates

Families of Bangladeshi workers
confined in Iraqi labour camp
urge govt to take steps

STAEF CORRESPONDENT

Some 27 Bangladeshi workers, who have been confined in a
labour camp in Iraq for the last four months, are leading a
miserable life for want of jobs, money and sufficient
amount of food.

Families of the victims yesterday called upon the govern-
ment to rescue them immediately.

They held a human chain in front of the Bureau of
Manpower, Employment and Training at Kakrail in the
capital, and then submitted an application to the
bureau's Director General Begum Shamsunnahar in this
regard.

The victims' relatives said the workers had gone to Iraq in
February and March this year through a recruiting agency --
Morning Sun Enterprise -- to work at a construction firm,
Abu Tarab Project authorities, in Najaf, some 160 kilo-
metres south of the Iraqi capital Baghdad, at a monthly
salary of $350.

They said although Bangladesh Migrants' Foundation,
an NGO for the migrant workers, had been involved in the
migration process of the 27 workers, the workers could not

avoid troubles,

“We are passing an inhuman life in the camp. We are
being provided with minimal food; there is no electricity,”
Shaon Ali, a victim from Meherpur district, told The Daily
Star over the mobile phone from Najaf.

RASHED SHUMON

PHOTO:

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

Eid shoppers busy looking for their favourite items of clothing in New Market of the capital yesterday. As Eid approaches, city dwellers swarm the shopping malls every day.

BOAT CAPSIZE
5 children
'‘drown'

in Padma

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Five schoolgirls are feared
drowned as their boat
capsized in the Padma near
Kolchori ghat in Pabna
Sadar upazila yesterday
morning.

Students of Vaduradangi
Govt Primary School in the
same upazila, Sharmeen,
11, Chompa Khatun, 12,
Moyna Khatun, 10, Rahima
Khatun, 10, and Dulu, 11,

SEE PAGE 13 COL 4

Councillors' debts
higher than assets

Reveals Shujan study based on
affidavits for Gazipur city polls

STAFF CORRESPONDENT borrower.

The debts of at least 16 councillors-elect of
Gazipur City Corporation were bigger than
the assets shown in their affidavits, says a
report of Sushasoner Jonno Nagorik
(Shujan).

According to analysts, the debt of a bor-
rower cannot be higher than his or her assets
as loans are given against the assets of the

"So, a question arises in our mind
whether they [councillors-elect] have con-
cealed the actual amount of their assets,”
sald Badiul Alam Majumdar, secretary of
Shujan, a civil society platform working for
good governance.

He was addressing a press conference at
the Jatiya Press Club in the capital yesterday.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6

Absence of
defence
delays war
crime trials

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Proceedings at both the
international crimes tribu-
nals were hampered yester-
day due to delay and
absence of the defence
counsels in Mobarak
Hossain and AKM Yusuf's
Cases.

The International
Crimes Tribunal-1 closed
cross-examination of the

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6

Vertical farms

China to build
skyscrapers to
grow veg, fruits
MaAIL ONLINE

It's a difficult conundrum faced
by many countries around the
world -- how to produce
enough food for an ever-
increasing population when
land and space is rapidly run-
ning out.

But it appears China may
have come up with an answer
with its plans for space-saving
vertical farms.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 8

Journos for
arrest of
MP Rony

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Journalists yesterday
demanded the arrest of
Awami League lawmaker
Golam Maula Rony within
seven days and cancellation
of his parliamentary mem-
bership for assaulting two

SEE PAGE 10 COL 2
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Twin quakes kill
89 in China

More than 20,000 buildings damaged

AFP, Lanzhou

Rescuers battled through landslides and clogged roads in a
bid to reach victims of twin earthquakes in northwest China
yesterday which killed 89 people, injured almost 600 and
damaged more than 20,000 buildings.

The tremors in Gansu province -- with magnitudes of 5.9
and 5.6 -- triggered landslides which buried often crudely
constructed local houses, government-run broadcaster
CCTV reported.

Pictures from the scene showed simple buildings
reduced to rubble, with pieces of corrugated metal roofing
scattered over the wreckage.

The government of Dingxi city in Gansu said on a social
media account that 14 people remained missing.

Almost all the confirmed dead were in Min county,
where a medicine factory employee told AFP he saw tower
blocks shake "ferociously” when the quake struck.

An official at the provincial earthquake bureau said more
than 1,200 buildings collapsed and 21,000 were severely
damaged, adding that 371 aftershocks had been recorded.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

Govt raises
allowances
for decorated
war heroes

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The cabinet yesterday
approved a proposal to
increase monthly allow-
ance for the freedom fight-
ers honoured with different
titles for their gallantry
during the 1971 Liberation
War.

According to the pro-
posal, the freedom fighters
who have been honoured
with “Bir Shrestha” title
will now receive Tk 12,000,
“Bir Uttam” Tk 10,000, “Bir
Bikram'"Tk 8,000 and “Bir
Pratik” Tk 6,000 per
month,

Currently the families of
Bir Shresthas get Tk 200,
Bir Uttams Tk 150, Bir

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6
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ONLINE POLL

Do you agree with Workers Party
of Bangladesh President Rashed
Khan Menon that the newly
passed labour law would not
protect workers' rights?

® Yos (23%)
- o I (77%)
TOTAL VOTES: 155

TODAY'SPOLL

Do you think the newly elected
mag:rs of Rajshahi, Khulna,
risal and Sylhet city
corporations would be able to
work independently?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
\, Wwww.thedailystar.net j
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Maghrib 6-50 7-00

Esha 8-15 8-45

Source: Islamic Foundation RARARARI

(QUADER MOLLAH APPEALS

SC concludes
hearing today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court is likely to conclude the hearing on the
appeals of war crimes verdict against Jamaat leader Abdul
Quader Mollah today, as the defence counsel and amici
curiae wrapped up their arguments yesterday.

Attorney General Mahbubey Alam will place his closing
arguments today.

“I hope that the Supreme Court will wrap up the pro-
ceedings of the case against Abdul Quader Mollah tomor-
row (today) through conclusion of my arguments. Then we
canwait for the judgment,” the attorney general told reporters

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

Three-day DC
conference
begins today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The deputy commissioners
need more authority in
order to conduct mobile
courts effectively, an issue
that will top the agenda in
a three-day DC conference
that begins in the capital
today.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will open the con-
ference at her office at
12:30pm.

Executive magistrates

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6
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