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[t was one of top five

this in its verdict in the
war crimes case against ex-
Jamaat chief Ghulam Azam.

During the nine-month-
long Liberation War, three
million people were killed
and nearly a quarter million
women were raped. Ten
million Bangalees report-
edly took refuge in India to
avoid massacre by the
Pakistan army, and 30 mil-
lion people were internally
displaced within the coun-
try, said the tribunal.,

Stating that the literal
meaning of genocide is the
killing of a race, tribunal
member Justice Anwarul
Haque read out extracts
from books by Pakistan
army officials, letters
written by diplomats in
1971 and news reports
published in 1971 and
1972, which made refer-
ences to the genocide and
atrocities by the Pakistan
army and its local collab-
orators.

He cited a news item
published in The Daily
Observer on January 5,
1972, which referred to
Russia's Communist Party
newspaper "Pravda" report-
ing the killing of more than

30 lakh people across
Bangladesh by the Pakistan
occupation forces during
the Liberation War.

The same report also
mentioned the killing of
“about 800 intellectuals in
the capital city of
Bangladesh alone”, said
Haque.

He said journalist Mort
Rosenblum's report, “Vul-
tures too full to fly", pub-
lished in the Washington
Evening Star on May 12,
1971 gave a grim picture of
the killing of half a million
people in Bangladesh.

He also referred to books
written by Pakistani army
officials in which they
admitted that the Pakistan
armed forces killed “thou-
sands of innocent people
and unarmed Bangalee
civilians”,

The books that have been
mentioned in the verdict
include ex-Pakistan presi-
dent Ayub Khan's “Friends
not Masters”, Pakistani
General Niazi's "The
Betrayal of East Pakistan”
and Robert Payne's “Massa-
cre’,

Haque also quoted from
US Senator Edward

Kennedy's statement, as
noted in the US
Congressional Record for
April 1, 1971, "It is a story of
indiscriminate killing, the
execution of dissident polit-
ical leaders, students, and
thousands of civilians suf-
fering and dying every hour
of the day. It is a story of
dislocation and loss of
home."”

From these citations, the
tribunal concluded that the
West Pakistanis maintained
a bad impression about the
Bangalee people of East
Pakistan and did not hesi-
tate to commit crimes
against humanity and geno-
cide against them in 1971.

Pakistani forces and
their collaborators
attacked the unarmed
civilians in a planned way
in 1971 with intent to wipe
out in whole or in part the
Bangalee nation, said the
judge.

Occurrences of these
crimes against humanity
had been confirmed by
documentary evidence such
as books on the Liberation
War, scholarly articles, and
reports in both foreign and
local media, he said.

Detended
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last prosecution witness,
began deposition on
October 7, 2012, and the
defence completed cross-
examining him on
November 4,

The tribunal fixed 12
witnesses to defend Azam,
but the defence could pro-
duce only one of them
before the court.

The lone defence witness,
Azam's son Brig Gen (dis-
missed) Abdullahil Amaan
Azmi began testifying in
favour of his father on
November12, 2012,

The proceedings of the
case apparently came to a
halt after December 6, 2012,
when the hacking of the
then Tribunal-1 chairman
Justice Nizamul Huq's
Skype and email accounts
came to light and his alleged
conversation with an over-
seas legal expert was pub-
lished by a Bangla daily.

Amid controversy, Justice
Hug quit and the tribunal
was reconstituted with
Justice ATM Fazle Kabir at
the helm.

After December 6, 2012,
absence of the defence coun-
sels and a torrent of peti-

only by his son

tions did not let the
Tribunal-1 make much
headway.

The defence filed a retrial
petition and after extensive
hearing the tribunal rejected
the prayer on January 3 this
year.

Recording the deposition
of Azmi resumed on January
8. He gave deposition for 10
days and was cross-
examined for six more days.
The prosecution completed
cross-examining the defence
witness on February 11.

In the wake of continu-
ous failure of the defence in
producing their witnesses,
the tribunal on February 14
closed taking testimony of
further defence witnesses.

Prosecution and defence
took two months to com-
plete closing arguments that

began on February 17.
Three months ago, on
April 17 this year,

International Crimes
Tribunal-1 closed the war
crimes case for verdict after
the prosecution and the
defence wrapped up their
closing arguments.

The first phase in
Ghulam Azam's trial was
reached when the

International Crimes
Tribunal-1 jailed him for 90
years in total yesterday.
Although he was found
guilty of crimes that
deserved capital punish-
ment, the tribunal said it
had given him jail terms
considering his old age.

Now the challenge is to
complete the second and
final stage at the Appellate
Division of the Supreme
Court as there is a provision
of appeal against the verdict
by both prosecution and
defence.

Many expressed their
anger and frustration after
the verdict was announced
in Ghulam Azam's case
yesterday. The wverdict was
the culmination of a long-
standing struggle for justice
since the birth of the country
42 years ago.

The trial of war criminals
was an age-old demand, in
which Ghulam Azam stood
as the symbol of all war
crimes committed in
Bangladesh in 1971. Every
time the movement for
trying the war criminals
gained momentum, he had

always remained at the
centre of it.

Jamaat rejects judgment
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|Ghulam Azam| at different
meetings.

Rafiqul, who has been on
the run for several months
for making provocative and
derogatory comments on
the war crimes tribunal, said
the prosecution could not
prove any of the 61 charges
brought against Ghulam
Azam.

He also said that in the
verdict, a statement was
made against the Jamaat
although no allegation had
been brought against the
Jamaat as a political organi-
sation in the case. "This is
totally irrelevant, unexpected
and illegal,” he added.

“This proves that the
verdict was given to imple-
ment government will and
under political consider-
ation," reads the Jamaat
statement, which also
demanded the immediate
release of its former leader.

Protesting the verdict, the
key component in the BNP-
led 18-party opposition
alliance yesterday
announced the enforce-
ment of a countrywide
daylong hartal today [Tues-
day].

Just 15 minutes before
the Jamaat announcement,
the Gonojagoron Mancha, a
youth movement that
demands maximum pun-
ishment for war criminals,
also declared a countrywide
daylong hartal for today.

Meanwhile, The Daily
Star last night contacted
some senior BNP leaders,
including Moudud Ahmed,
to know the party's stance
over the conviction of
Ghulam Azam.

All the BNP leaders said
the party spokesperson and
its top person at the helm
would give a reaction on the
"sensitive issue",

In the afternoon, Awami
League Joint General
Secretary Mahbubul Alam
Hanif at a press briefing in
his party chief's
Dhanmondi office said,
"The people of the country
expected the death penalty
for the infamous war crimi-
nal. But the court has
awarded him 90 years'
imprisonment. [ think we
are happy with the verdict."

He urged all not to create
any chaos over the verdict.

Hanif, also a special
assistant to Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina, said: “We do
not know whether there is
any example in the world of
such a verdict that consid-
ered the physical illness of a
person.”

Asked whether the AL
had reached a compromise
with the Jamaat, Hanif said,
“Sheikh Hasina assumed
power pledging to try the
war criminals. Many lives
were lost centring around
the verdict, but she did not
shift her stance.”

However, the Workers'
Party, an AL ally, came down
heavily on the verdict saying
that it was not acceptable.

“Ghulam Azam did not
consider women, children
and old people while killing
them during the Liberation
War. He, as the main collab-
orator of the Pakistan army,
formed Razakar, Al-Badr
and Al-Shams forces and
genocide was carried out
across the country under his
direction,” Rashed Khan
Menon, chief of the party,
said in a press release.

The notorious war crimi-
nal [Ghulam Azam]| could
not be spared under any
consideration, the release

added.

Heatwave set to continue
around UK

BBC ONLINE

The heatwave currently
hitting many parts of the UK
is set to continue for at least
another week, forecasters
said yesterday.

The BBC weather centre
said conditions would
become more unsettled in
northern areas towards the
end of July, with the south
enjoying warm weather for
longer.

On Saturday, the highest
temperature in the UK this
year, 31.4C, was recorded at
Heathrow.

And motorists faced
disruption on Sunday after-
noon when a section of the
M25 was closed after the
road melted.

It was shut near to junc-
tion 23, near Potters Bar in
Hertfordshire, on the clock-
wise carriageway due to
severe surface damage.

The Highways Agency
said it re-opened at 05:30
BST on Monday after emer-
gency resurfacing.

"It is regrettable that
drivers were stuck in traffic
on such a hot Sunday after-
noon, but the precaution
was taken to close the car-
riageway after a defect across
three lanes led to safety
concerns,” a spokesperson
said.
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Delay due to
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satisfactory number of refer-
ence books for preparing the
verdict, Justice Kabir said
before passing judgment.

He said the government
had allotted only a set of
Swadhinata Juddher
Dalilpatra for the two tribu-
nals dealing with the war
crimes cases.

The proceedings of the
case against Azam were
completed on April 17, but
the tribunal took nearly
three months to come up
with the verdict.

In the meantime, several
newspapers had run reports
speculating over the delay in
delivering the verdict.

The war crimes trial cam-
paigners on several occa-
sions had tried to bring the
needs of logistics, including
a library and a research cell,
to the government's notice.

In his 15-minute intro-
ductory speech yesterday,
Justice Kabir said Ghulam
Azam was a very familiar
figure in Bangladesh, and it
was an established fact that he
was the ameer (chief) of East
Pakistan Jamaat-e-Islami and
a powerful leader of the
Central Peace Committee.

About the case against
him, he said, "It carries
some special features.”

No charges were brought
against him for direct involve-
ment in crimes, the judge said.
“Mainly, the charge of superior
responsibility or command
responsibility was brought
against him, which is a recog-
nised matter.”

Para-militia forces like the
Peace Committee, Razakar,
Al-Badr, Al-Shams were
formed mainly with the
members of the Jamaat-e-
Islami, and these forces in
association with the Pakistan
army committed numerous
crimes during the Liberation
War, Justice Kabir said.

“Although he [Ghulam
Azam] had control over the
para-militia forces, he did
not bar them or punish
them, and that's why he was

held liable for these crimes
and he has to take all
responsibility for the
forces,” he said.

As per Section 4(2) of the
International Crimes (Tribu-
nals) Act-1973, the chief has to
take responsibility for his/her
subordinates, headded.

The tribunal chairman
also said Ghulam Azam's case
was different from all other
cases pending before the
court. In this case, documen-
tary evidence, not oral evi-
dence, was veryimportant.

He said the prosecution
had submitted documentary
evidence, mainly newspa-
pers, to prove the charges. “It
would have been better if
they [prosecution] had sub-
mitted more documents.”

He said reference books
were preferable to newspa-
per reports, as the latter
could often be wrong. "But
we did not get such refer-
ence books.”

About the media reports
and criticism over the delay in
the delivery of the verdict, the
judge said, “There may have
been criticism but we have no
complaintin this regard.”

“Personal and collective
reasons caused the delay,”
he added.

He said hundreds of
books on the Liberation War
were published in the last 42
years. "But we have not
enough reference books in
hand. We have tried to col-
lect more books.”

“We have taken more
time to enrich the judg-
ment,” Justice Kabirsaid.

Under Section 19 of the
[nternational crimes (Tribu-
nals) Act-1973, the tribunal
shall not require proof of
facts of common knowledge
but shall take judicial
notice, he said.

“However, we are going
to deliver the judgment
today on the basis of the
evidence,” said Justice Kabir
before beginning to read out
the verdict.

Pen points
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and curb sloppy handwrit-
ing -- all by delivering some
good vibrations.

The idea for the smart
pen came to Munich soft-
ware developer Falk Wolsky
while he was watching his

10-year-old son do his home-

work.

The child was making
small mistakes, the kind
that would be preventable if
he could just focus on his
writing,

"My wife said, 'l wish the
pen would give him an
electroshock or something
to make him think about his
spelling,” Wolsky, 36, told
Wired.com.

“I thought, an electro-
shock wasn't so good, but a
vibration might work.”

The dad teamed up with
Daniel Kaesmacher, 33, to
work on a prototype.

Lernstift, which means
“Learning Pen” in German,
uses a tiny battery-powered
Linux computer with a WiFi
chip. A special motion sen-
sor allows the pen to spot
messy handwriting and
misspelled words.

The pen will “compare
the word it recognised to a
language database. If the
word isn't recognised it will
vibrate,” co-founder Daniel
Kaesmachertold ABC.

Unlike other smart pens,
Lernstift doesn't require
specialty paper. It also
comes with three different
writing tips -- a ballpoint
pen, a fountain pen, and a
pencil.

Right now, Lernstift
recognises German and
English. The team is plan-
ning to roll out more lan-
guages and greater function-
ality as they gauge interest.

After working on the
project for a year and a half,
the founders have started a
Kickstarter campaign to
help fund the final stages of
development.

When the pen officially
launches, its market price will
bebetween 130 and 150 euros.
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Mueen Uddin, Ashraf
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killing of 18 intellectuals in
between the early hours of
December 11 and December
IS A571,

During her testimony,
59-year-old Masuda said she
was a first-year math student
of Dhaka University and
used to stay at her maternal
uncle's Nilkhet house.

She said her uncle was a

teacher of history and house
tutor of Hazi Muhammad
Mohsin Hall. She added she
was an active activist of
Chhatra Union.

Around 7:30am on
December 14, 1971,
Giasuddin went to the dormi-
tory's water pump area as there
was no water supply that day,
said Masuda, who is now an
executive director of a non-
government organisation.

Around 8:00am, an FPRTC
microbus appeared and two
armed persons came on the
first floor and enquired about
the professor. They left the
house after Golam Kibria, a
cousin of Giasuddin, said he
was not home,

"After eight to ten minutes,
they came back and started
searching the house. At one
stage, | became angry and
engaged into an altercation
with them,” said Masuda,
adding, when Golam Kibria
informed them about
Giasuddin's whereabouts,
they took him with them
towards Mohsin Hall water
pump.

“They found Giasuddin
there and boarded him in the
EPRTC microbus blindfolding
his eyes. Uncle Kibria told me
these after returning home,”
said Masuda.

“The two armed persons
were Chowdhury Mueen

Uddin and Ashrafuzzaman
Khan. They were Dhaka
University students and lead-
ers of Islami Chhatra Sangha
[the then student wing of
Jamaat],” added Masuda.

“I was involved in student
politics, that's why they
|[Mueen Uddin and
Ashrafuzzaman| were known
to me, They were resident
students of Mohsin Hall and 1
heard one of them had got a
seat in the dorm taking
recommendation from
uncle Giasuddin,” she
added.

Kibria also told Masuda
that some other detainees were
also in the microbus, said the
witness, adding that later they
learned Dr Martuza, Abul
Khayer, Rashidul Hasan,
Anwar Pasha, Santosh
Chandra Bhattacharyya,
Faizul Mohi and others were
also taken away that day.

After the victory on
December 16, 1971, Masuda
and her family members
looked for Giasuddin's body
everywhere around, she said.
On January 5, 1972, one of
Masuda's uncles went to
Mirpur killing field and
indentified Giasuddin's
body. He was buried on
Dhaka University campus
near the mosque.

"Wife of Dr Martuza
and others told me that
Chowdhury Mueen
Uddin and
Ashrafuzzaman Khan
abducted their relatives at
gun point and took them
away on an EPRTA
microbus,” said Masuda.

After her testimony, state-
appointed defence counsel
Abdus Shukur Khan cross-

examined Masuda.,

Corrigendum

You are requested not to follow the job advertisement of
Link Up project of HASAB posted in the HASAB
website dated on July 11, 2013 due to contain error.
Please refer only to the job advertisement of Link Up
project of HASAB published in the Daily Prothom-Alo
and Daily Star dated July 12, 2013.

HASAB, House # 53 (Level-1), Road # 3, Block-B,
Niketan, Gulshan-1, Dhaka-1212
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