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3 PCJSS activists killed in
gunfight, armed attacks

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Three members of Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Sangahti
Samity (PCJSS) were killed
in gunfight and armed
attacks in Rangamati and
Khagrachhari districts yes-
terday,

An activist of PCJSS MN
Larma faction was killed ina
gunfight at remote Uttar
Ulthachhari in Longudu
upazila, while criminals
shot dead a supporter of the
‘mainstream’ PCJSS at
Agarpara in Kaptai upazila
of Rangamati district yester-
day, reports our Rangamati
correspondent.

The gunfight that took
place between two factions
of PCJSS at Uttar
Ulthachhari, some 40 km
from Longudu upazila
headquarters, left Enjoy
Chakma killed on the spot

around 9:00am, said Md
Rezaul Haque, sub-
inspector of Longudu police
station,

"We have sent a police
team to the spot but yet to
know details of the incident
in the remote area," he said.

Sajib Chakma, assistant
information secretary of
mainstream PCJSS, said,
"We have no such members
or activists who carry illegal
arms to fight with anyone. It
might be internal conflict
within the MN Larma
group.”

No leader of MN Larma
faction was available for
their version.

In Kaptai upazila,
Thoaichachu Marma, 42, of
Amtoli Chitmorong village,
was killed as criminals shot
him at Agarpara when he
was returning home from an

arum farm along with his
wife and two female labour-
ers around 10:00am, said
Ajit Kumar Das, officer in
charge of Chandraghona
police station.

Thoaichachu was an
active member of PCJSS and
he might have been killed
due to internal conflict, the
OC said, adding that the
body was handed over to the
relatives after autopsy.

Our Khagrachhari cor-
respondent adds:
Criminals shot dead a
supporter of PCJSS (Santu
Larma faction) at remote
Tapitapara in Panchhari
upazila under the district
early yesterday.

The deceased -- Arun
Kanti Chakma, 40, son of
late Suvadhan Chakma
from the same area, was a
priest, family sources said.

Around 9:00pm of
Saturday, four or five crimi-
nals picked up Arun from
his Tapitapara residence and
later shot him dead and left
the body about 30 yards
from his house, police
quoted family members as
saying.

Police recovered the body
and sent to Khagrachhari
Adhunik Sadar Hospital for
autopsy, said Alamgir
Hossain, officer in charge of
Panchhari police station.

Contacted, Sajib
Chakma, assistant press
and information secretary
of PCJSS (Santu Larma
faction) blamed the cadres
of United Peoples
Democratic Front (UPDF)
for the killing while Niran
Chakma, press and infor-
mation secretary of UPDE
denied the allegation.

SNAPS AND SNIPPETS
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Dinajpur chapter of Bangladesh Mohila Parishad forms a
human chain in front of Dinajpur Press Club yesterday
protesting obnoxious remarks against women by
Hefajat-e-Islam Ameer Allama Ahmed Shafi.

Jubo League man held

A CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A local Jubo League leader was arrested on charge of assault-
ing a traffic sergeant in the town on Saturday. The arrestee is
Alaur Rahman, 48, vice president of Moulvibazar munici-
pality unit Jubo League. Traffic sergeant Abu Daud
Mohammad said "Alaur hurled abuses at me when I was on
duty on Shamshernagar road in the town at night. At one
stage, Alaur swooped on me when I asked him the reason for
the misconduct”. However, Alaur said the sergeant got angry
when he asked him about the cause of the persistent traffic
jam in the area. Following a case filed by injured Daud,
police arrested the Jubo League leader, said Md Azizur
Rahman, officer in-charge of Moulvibazar Police Station.

Girl's body exhumed

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Body of a minor girl, who was killed after rape, was
exhumed following a court order in Mirzaganj upazila on
Friday. The deceased is Sharmin Akhter, 8, daughter of
Monasef Sikder of Sundrakalikapur village. Sharmin's body
was exhumed in presence of Upazila Nirbahi Officer Joynal
Ahmed, the officer in-charge of Mirzagan] Police Station
and others and sent to Patuakhali General Hospital morgue
for autopsy. Family sources said Sharmin's body was recov-
ered from a canal in the area on July 4, a few hours after she
went missing. On July 11, the girl's mother Halima Begum
filed a case accusing Forkan Chowkider, 48, Hasan Sikder,
23, cousin of Sharmin, Shakil Fakir, 22 and Ansar Sikder, 50,
in connection with the killing. According to the case, Hasan
and his accomplice Shakil killed the girl after rape.

Jamaat man held

Our CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Police arrested a local Jamaat leader at his residence in
Choto Dhap area under Dupchanchia upazila town on
Friday evening. The arrestee is Belal Hossain, 45, publicity
secretary of Dupchanchia municipality unit Jamaat. Belal
was arrested on charge of attacking police, vandalising and
torching the office of Awami League in the town and the
house of a AL leader during a violence on March 3 this year,
said Assistant Superintendent of Police Gaziur Rahman.

Nasaka detains 3
more Bangladeshi
fishermen

A CORRESPONDENT, Cox's
Bazar

Myanmar's border security
force Nasaka abducted three
more Bangladeshi fisher-
men along with their boat
from the Naf River in Teknaf
upazila of the district on
Saturday night.

The abducted fishermen
are Md Zahid, Md Arab and
Md Selim. They all are from
Teknaf municipality area.

With the three,
Myanmar's border guards
abducted as many as 24
fishermen from the Naf River
within a span of 24 hours.

H Kamrul Islam, operation
otficer of BGB-42 Battalion,
said Nasaka members took
away the three fishermen
while they were fishing in the
river adjacent to Naitangpara
area in Teknatf.

BGB yesterday sent two
letters to its Myanmar coun-
terpart to sit in a flag meet-
ing, but Nasaka didn't

respond as of filing of this
report at 5:00pm.

On Friday night, Nasaka
detained 21 fishermen
along with their six boats
from the river adjacent to
Jaliapara village of Teknaf,

Nasaka members
swooped on the fishermen
while they were fishing

in the afternoon.

The abducted fishermen
include Md Ayub, Abul Prakash
Abuiya, Md Karim, Abul Fazal,
Morshed, Md Hashim, Kamal
Hossain, Abu Sayed, Ali
Ahmed, Fayez Ahmed, Nazir
Ahmed, Md Ismail, Abul Mia,
Nur Bashar, Md Yunus, Md
Yaser, Omar Faruk,
Mohammad Abdullah and
Amir Hossain. They all hail
from Jaliaparavillage of Teknaf.

BGB had strongly pro-
tested the incident and sent a
letter to Nasaka, urging for a
flag meeting, but Myanmar's
border force didn't respond
as of yesterday.
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9 held while
going to
Malaysia
illegally

A CORRESPONDENT, Cox's
Bazar

Members of Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) yesterday
arrested nine people while
they were going to Malaysia
illegally.

The arrestees are Md Ali,
35, Imtiaz Ali, 32, Jahur
Hossain, 38, Md Salam, 24,
Mahbubur Rahman, 25,
Shafikur Rahman, 26, Md
Nasim, 25, Abdul Amin, 30,
and Akramul, 32.

Lt Col Zahid Hasan,
commander of 42 BGB
battalion in Teknaf of said a
team of border gurards at
Damdamia check post
arrested them from an auto-
rickshaw on Cox's Bazar-
Teknat highway while
searching the three-wheeler
on suspicion.

Earlier, the BGB men
arrested Sirajul Islam Kalu
of Jessore, one of the traf-
fickers, who lured the nine
promising to send them to
Malaysia at low cost, said the
commander,

Young couple
'‘commit
suicide’

UNB, Sunamganj

A young man and a girl
allegedly committed suicide
by hanging themselves from
a tree in Chhatak upazila
early yesterday.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Abdullah, 25, and
Kulsum Begum, 19, of Ketia
Char village in the upazila.

Officer in-charge of
Chhatak police station Shah
Jalal Munshi said locals
found the bodies of
Abdullah and Kulsum hang-
ing from the same tree
branch in the morning and
informed police.

The bodies were recov-
ered and sent them to the
hospital morgue for
autopsy.

Locals said Abdullah and
Kulsum had long been in
love with each other.
However, their families
continued to refuse to
accept the affair,

PHOTO: STAIII
Tidal surges from the Meghna River affected by new moon causes flooding in 43 villages in

Bhola district for hours during the high tide, much to the suffering of the people especially in
the holy Ramadan. The photo was taken at Keyamulla village in Tazumuddin upazila.

HiIGH TIDE, DOWNPOUR

43 Bhola villages
flooded again

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bhola

High tide coupled with a downpour inun-
dated 43 villages in five upazilas of Bhola
district yesterday, marooning around 1.5
lakh people.

The atfected people said water from the
river Meghna entered the damaged portions
of the flood control embankments in the
upazilas. They blamed the authorities con-
cerned for not taking steps to repair the
dykes damaged a year ago.

Nine villages in Sadar upazila, 15 villages
in Borhanuddin upazila, 13 villages in
Tazumuddin wupazila, four villages in
Daulatkhan upazila and two villages in
Monpura upazila are now under water.

The affected people have taken shelter on
high lands, roads and highways and at
cyclone shelters in their respective areas.
They face acute crises of food and pure
drinking water.

Tidal surge under the impact of full
moon and new moon submerged the village
twice in 45 days as five kilometres damaged
dyke from Tulatoli of Dhania union to Miar
Haat of Elisha union under Sadar upazila,
three kilometres from Alimuddin village of
Boromanika union under Borhanuddin
upazila to Sayedpur union under
Daulatkhan upazila, and half a kilometer in
Dorichandpur area under Chadpur union
of Tazumuddin upazila have remained
without repair for a year

Md Abdul Hannan, executive engineer of
Water Development Board (Div-1), they
could not start repair works in the dry sea-
son due to lack of funds.

Shahidul Islam Talukder, executive engi-
neer of Water Development Board (Div-2),
said they have completed the tender process
for constructing a new dyke in Tazumuddin.

10 outlaws get life for murder

OUrR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A Pabna court yesterday sentenced 10
underground operatives to life imprison-
ment in a murder case.

Judge

Amulla Kumar of the Special

Judge's Court, Pabna, pronounced the ver-
dict in a crowded courtroom at noon.

The lifers are Mojahar Ali, Nazir Sheikh,
Abdus Samad-1, Abdus Samad-2, Md Mokbul
Hossain, Ibrahim Ali Mridha, AbuTaher, Masud
Khan, Fskan Pramanik and Bolai Mishtri.

Of them, Nazir Sheikh, Abdus Samad-1,
Abdus Samad-2, Ibrahim Ali and Bolai

Mishtri died in encounters with law enforc-
ers at different times, court sources said.

According to the case statement, the
operatives of outlawed Purbo Banglar
Communist Party (PBCP-Lal Pataka)
hacked Md Tayeb Ali, an agriculture officer
of Pabna Sadar upazila, to death while he
was coming to his office on March 9, 1996.

A case was filed with Pabna Sadar Police
Station the same day, accusing the 10 PBCB
men. After investigation, police pressed
charges against the outlaws on November,
17, 1996, said Public Prosecutor (PP) advo-
cate Abdus Samad Khan Ratan.
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PHOTO: STAR

An influential local has continued construction of a house on a portion of the playground
of Kashem Sarder Government Primary School (inset) at Charoni Patyashi village in
Zianagar upazila under Pirojpur district as the local administration has failed to take any

actionsofar.

Man grabs portion of
school playground

Admin seems to turn blind eye

OurR CORRESPONDENT,

Pirojpur

the land.

An influential local is build-
ing a concrete structure,
grabbing a portion of the
playground of Kashem
Sardar Government Primary
School at Charoni Patyashi
village in Zianagar upazila
of the district.

Mamun Islam backed by
some locals has started
construction of a concrete
house on the southeastern

side of

ground a few days ago,

school.

land,”

the school play- added.

claiming the ownership of

Though Mamun claims
that he is the real owner of
the land, he could not show
any papers to substantiate
his claim, said Nazrul Islam

Khan, headmaster of the

“We have already
informed the upazila educa-
tion officer of the matter
and sought his immediate
intervention to save the
the headmaster

Md Kazi Bashir Ahmed,

an assistant teacher of the
school, said construction of
a concrete structure on the
land is going on, but local
administration is yet to take
any step to stop it.

Contacted, Upazila
Education Officer Md
Ibrahim said some ruling
party men have assured him
of resolving the issue as
soon as possible. “If they fail
to solve the problem, we
shall go for legal action
against the man,” the educa-
tion officer said.
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Woman, daughter raped

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Satkhira

A woman and her 11-year-
old daughter were gang
raped allegedly by rivals
over a land dispute in Tala
upazila on Saturday.

Police and locals said
there was a longstanding
conflict between the victims
and one Abul Kalam Azad
over 17 acres of land in
Tailkupi area.

On the fateful day, six
men, allegedly led by Azad,
went to cut down a few trees

on the land.

As the woman tried to
resist them, they started
beating her daughter and
son. At one stage, the men
raped the housewife and her
daughter.

They also beat up the
master of the house when he
came to rescue his wife,
daughter and son.

A case was filed in this con-
nection, said Md Akhtaruzaman,
officer in-charge of Patkelghata
policestation.

Contacted, Azad refuted
the allegation.
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