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Party office
at college!

S DiLie ROY, Lalmonirhat

Awami League leaders of Gokunda union are constructing a
party office on a local college premises claiming that the
prime minister during her visit to the district last year "sym-
bolically" inaugurated it from a rally.

The Daily Star has contacted top officials of the district
and police administrations, National Security Intelligence,
and Roads and Highways to verify the claim.

The officials confirmed that during her visit on
September 20, 2012, the PM had announced inauguration
of six projects at a gathering in Collectoriate field in

Lalmonirhat sadar, but not the AL office.

The projects inaugurated were Primary Teachers Training
Dharla Bridge, Burimari rail link, Nursing
Institute, Diabetics Hospital and Second Teesta Road

Institute,

Bridge.

"If anyone claims that the PM inaugurated the Awami
League office on Teesta Degree College premises, the person
is simply lying," said an official of the district administra-

tion,

The ruling party grabbers have also put up a solid marble
plaque in front of the under-construction structure to
announce the "commitment" of the PM.

Locals said the majority of the college teachers and its
committee members, including the principal, were Awami
League supporters and they all had conveniently kept silent

over the issue,

Parents and local people said they wanted the illegal occu-
pation to end but could not protest out of fear of reprisal.
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The tin-roofed struc-
ture and the under-
construction building
next to it are Awami
League office built
illegally on a college
premises in
Gokunda,
Lalmonirhat. Inset, a
marble plague claim-
ing that the office
was inaugurated by
the prime minister.
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Pran passes
away

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
New Delhi

Veteran Bollywood actor
Pran Krishan Sikand, best
remembered for his roles in
films like "Zanjeer",
"Upkaar” and "Ram Aur
Shyam", died in Mumbai last
night after prolonged illness.

The 93-year-old actor
died in Lilavati Hospital
where he had been admit-
ted for a month, his daugh-
ter Pinki said.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Caab faces severe
fund shortage

Tk 540cr unpaid by local airlines

SHARIFUL ISLAM

The Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh,
which runs the country's airports, is facing a
severe cash crisis as three airlines, including
Biman, are not paying about Tk 540 crore
they owe in charges.

The fund shortage has been affecting
regular development activities of Caab,
officials said.

The charges the airlines owe the civil
aviation regulator include landing fees, gate
fees, navigation charges, cargo handling,
refuelling, security fees and others.

The Caab meets its running cost, and
repair and maintenance costs of the coun-
try's airports with the charges paid up by
local and international airlines. The money
is also used for development work.

“Non-payment of the huge outstanding
charges for a long period is hampering the

regular activities of the Caab,” the Caab said
in identical letters sent recently to Biman
Bangladesh Airlines and United Airways BD
Ltd.

The other airline, GMG, which too owes
Caab fees, has been out of business since

March last year.
As of April, Biman owes Tk 367.62 crore,

as of June, United owes Tk 37.92 crore and
GMG owes Tk 134.42 crore to Caab since it
closed shop, sources in the civil aviation
regulator said.

“The amount is huge. If we had the fund
in hand, we could have carried out many
development activities,” Caab Chairman
Air Vice-Marshal Mahmud Hussain told The
Daily Star recently.

Failing to realise the charges, despite
repeated reminders, Caab recently filed a
law suit against GMG airlines.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 6

An unlikely

pairing

MAIL ONLINE

Usually this pair would be

at each other's throats.
But orphaned kitten
Tigger has found an

unlikely surrogate mother
in grumpy bulldog Harley:.

The two year-old dog is
keeping a close eye on her

tiny ginger charge - so
much so she has even

started producing milk to

feed him.
Their unlikely bond
developed when Tigger,

who is just two weeks old,

was found alone and

abandoned in a church.

He was handed in to
Arvonia Vets in
Cheltenham,
Gloucestershire, where
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2nd Death Anniversary of

Dr. Golam Moula Chowdhury

May 31, 1931- July 13, 2011

You

Rtd. Prof. of Surgery (RMCH)

May Allah Keep Your Departed Soul in Peace forever

will always live in our hearts

Loved and Respected by Family Members

Golam Maroof Chowdhury
Director, G.M. Enterprise

Rajshahi.

Minister vs

minister

Quader critical of
Muhith's stance on
Padma funding

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Communications Minister
Obaidul Quader yesterday
blamed Finance Minister
AMA Muhith's "unrealistic”
stance for the delay in
starting the construction of
Padma bridge.

"The finance minister
sometimes makes hasty
sweeping comments which
frustrate the people and
hinder our work. People
like us should be more
careful while making any
comment,” said Quader,
also a presidium member
of ruling Awami League.

The communications
minister was talking to
journalists while inspecting
the progress of
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RETURN OF CRIMINALS HIDING

Dhaka to seek
Delhi's help

Home secretaries meet on July 19
M RAHMAN

Repatriation of Bangladeshi criminals and checking small
arms smuggling into the country will top the agenda of the
three-day home secretary-level talks between India and
Bangladesh beginningin New Delhion July 19.

As it is the last annual discussion of the Awami League-
led government with India, emphasis would be put on
ratification of extradition treaty alongside other treaties and
agreements, including longstanding land boundary proto-
col, said a source of the home ministry.

"Several issues will be tabled, but our main focus will be
on the repatriation of the Bangladeshi criminals hiding in
India from where they often control underworld of the
country,” said Kamal Uddin Ahmed, additional home secre-
tary, who will be one of the members of the delegation to
India.

"We will pressure India to take steps to destroy Phensidyl
producing factories in Indian territory along bordering
areas. India has promised to do so several times on different

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

Microsoft
helped NSA,
FBI access
user info

REUTERS, San Francisco

Microsoft Corp worked
closely with US intelligence
services to help them inter-
cept users' communica-
tions, including letting the
National Security Agency
(NSA) circumvent email
encryption, the Guardian
reported on Thursday.

Citing top-secret docu-
ments provided by former
US spy contractor Edward
Snowden, the UK newspa-
per said Microsoft worked
with the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) and the
NSA to ease access via
Prism - an intelligence-
gathering programme
uncovered by the Guardian
last month - to cloud
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