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PHOTO: STAR
A farmer in his profusely yielding dhaincha field in a char (newly emerged landmass) area of Fulchhari
upazila in Gaibandha district.

Off-season dhaincha serves
as green manure

Gaibandha farmers use it to save chemical fertiliser cost

KM REZAUL HDQUI:‘.,
Craibandha

Farmers in quite a few areas
of seven upazilas under the
district are growing
dhaincha between boro and
aman crop cultivation as the
agriculture officials moti-
vated them to use the plant
as green manure in the same
field instead of chemical
fertilisers for better yield of
aman paddy.

Two kinds of dhaincha --
local variety (scientific
name Sesbania Aculiata)
and African variety (scien-
tific name Sesbania
Rostrata) are being used as
green manure in the district,
said Golam Mostafa, crop
production specialist of the
Department of Agriculture
Extension (DAE) in

Gaibandha.

"Ten to 12 tonnes of
green manure produced in a
hectare of land provides
fertility equivalent to 54 kg
of urea, 15 kg of TSP and 40
kg of MP. This year the agri-
culture department set a
target of dhaincha farming
on 200 hectares of land, but
the target has already
exceeded to 400 hectares,”
he said.

"This time I have culti-
vated dhaincha on three
bighas of land that will save
the cost of chemical fertiliser
in the coming aman cultiva-
tion season," said Kabdel
Mandol of Mantha village in
Gobindaganj upazila.

Hasibur Rahman of the
same village said last year he
cultivated dhaincha on two
bighas of land, used it as

manure and got good yield
of aman crop without using
chemical fertiliser.

As the plants grow four to
five feet, farmers trim the
leaves and mix it with the
soil through ploughing and
it turns as green manure,
said Dilruba Easmin, agri-
culture officer of
Gobindaganj upazila.

Farmers also use the stalk
of dhaincha to burn fire for
cooking and it is sold for
good prices. Besides,
dhaincha farming requires
only a little cost as a kg of its
seed can be bought for Tk 30
and five kg of seeds is
needed per bigha of land,
she added.

In Fulchhari upazila,
farmers of Gajaria, Golna,
Bhajandanga, Fazlupur,
Gabgachhi, Parul and

Khatiyamari villages use
dhaincha as green manure
foraman cultivation.

It needs 40 to 45 days for
the growth of dhaincha
plant during the oft period
between boro and aman
crops, said Yousuf Rana
Mandol, agriculture officer
of Fulchhari upazila.

"The DAE has created
demonstration plots in
different upazilas to help
farmers gain practical
skill in dhaincha farming
and its proper and timely
use. We encourage farm-
ers to leave excessive
dependence on chemical
fertilisers as their recur-
rent use gradually
reduces fertility of soil,”
said Mir Md Abdur
Razzaque, deputy director
of Gaibandha DAE.
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Jubo League
man hacked

to death

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Thenidah

A Jubo League activist was
hacked to death by an
unidentified gang at
Badedehi village under
Kaliganj upazila of the dis-
trict on Tuesday night.

The deceased, Mithun
Hossain, 24, was an activist
of Jubo League Kaliganj
upazila unit,

Police quoted locals as
saying that an unknown
gang waylaid Mithun at
Badedehi village while he
was returning home at
Phulbari village from
Barobazar, riding a motor-
bike at around 10:00pm.

The gang hacked Mithun
with sharp weapons and left
the scene. He died on the
spot. Being informed, police
rushed to the spot, recov-
ered the body and sent it to
Jhenidah Sadar Hospital for
autopsy.

Locals said Mithun was
involved in collecting toll
from human haulers in the
bazaar area.

Barobazar Union
Parishad (UP) Chairman
and union Awami League
President Joynal Uddin
demanded immediate arrest
of the killers.

Officer-in-charge (OC)
Liakot Hossain of Kaliganj
Police Station said they are
trying to unearth clues to the
murder.

Missing student
found dead

OurR CORRESPONDENT,
Manikganj

A college student, who went
missing on July 3, was found
dead in Daulatpur upazila
in the district yesterday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Sohel Rana, 18, son
of Saudi expatriate Rohij
Uddin of Kapshai village
and a first year student of
Ghoaiala Technical College.

On information, police
recovered the decomposed
body of Sohel from a maize
land at Char-Kapshail vil-
lage at around 11:00am.

MAHASEN-HIT PATUAKHALI

Victims deprived as
Tk 13cr rehab

fund returned

OQUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

The district administration
has returned to the ministry
concerned Tk 13 crore
government fund allocated
for rebuilding the houses
damaged by cyclone
Mahasen as the time limit
set for the purpose was too
short.

The cyclone on May 16
fully damaged 10,597
houses in eight upazilas
under the district.

The higher authority on
June 9 gave allocation of Tk
13 crore to rebuild the dam-
aged houses, said sources at
Patuakhali District Relief
and Rehabilitation Office
(DRRO).

The district administra-

tion selected 6,500 of the
damaged houses to rebuild
with Tk 20,000 for each.

The selected houses
include 2,230 in Kalapara
upazila, 2,190 in Rangabali,
975 in Galachipa, 422 in
Sadar, 234 in Dashmina,
227 in Mirzaganj, 163 in
Baufal and 59 in Dumki
upazila.

After allocation of the
money on June 9, the higher
authorities concerned asked
the district and upazila
administrations to distrib-
ute the allocated money
among the owners of the
damaged houses, oversee

their rebuilding work and
sent report with photo-
graphs of repaired houses as
proof of completion of the
task by June 30.

Finding the time limit
practically impossible for
the purpose, the local
administrations failed to
spend the money.

Consequently, the minis-
try concerned asked the
district administration to
refund all the money and
the latterdid so on July 1.

"We got allocation on
June 9 and then sent it to
the upazila level but they
failed to spend the money
as the time limit was too
short. We have already
written to the ministry
concerned for re-allocation
of fund for the new fiscal
year so that we can do the
job properly," said Shanti
Ranjon Badiya, district
relief and rehabilitation
officer.

PHOTO: STAR

The family of Kalam Majhi, a day labourer at Pirtala village in Nilganj union under
Kalapara upazila in Patuakhali district, are living in a makeshift shanty after cyclone
Mahasen on May 16 ravaged their dwelling house.
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