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A single lotkon tree is handy enough to ensure family
cost for an entire year

SHYKH SERA]

Narsingdi has emerged as
the growing land of sea-
sonal fruit, Lotkon (Bur-
mese grape) and all across
the district farmers are busy
cultivating and harvesting at
the moment. Farmers are
now looking keenly at the
market price as the markets
are now filled with this juicy
fruit.

Farmers and traders are
passing very busy time and
the consumers are happily
buying their favourite fruits
from the market. The good
thing about the Narsingdi
farmers is that they have
invested very little amount
and yet making a huge
profit. Livelihood status has
improved, so did
sustainably.

Lotkon has been farmed
in Narsingdi on 600 hect-
ares of land. It's certainly a
great success as [ went to
meet Sirajul Islam, a suc-
cessful lotkon farmer from
Ajkitola village in
Narsingdi. He is now at his
supreme cultivating and
earning wonderfully well. In
his orchard, Sirajul has
around 600 to 700 trees and
he believes that it's more
than enough to run his
family for a year. 1 was very
impressed and much appre-
ciated that DAE has been
really encouraging the farm-
ers to grow more lotkon, as
part of their crop diversifica-
tion programine.,

Nur Chand Mridha is
another promising lotkon
farmer who has been fol-

lowing the footsteps of his
uncle, Abdul Aziz. He is
always busy working at his
orchard. A little chat with
him amazed me.

“There's not much you
need to do...it's not hard
work atall”, says Mridha.

“Just a little bit of work is
enough to produce lotkon”,
added smiling Mridha.

Lotkon gives him more
profit than any other crops.
For example, this year he is
looking forward to make a
yearly profit of around Tk. 3
to 4 lakh. Even the youth
group living in the region is
not hunting for jobs; they
are concentrating more on
growing more and more
lotkon.

To get a closer look at
how the youth are cultivat-

ing lotkon and making
profit, 1 went to Joynagar
village. People call it the
village of lotkon. 1 was
thrilled once I entered the
village. The smell of lotkon
was everywhere. It was just
simply refreshing. Everyone
was busy working with
lotkon; some were harvest-
ing, some were already busy
at their orchards and some
were in the process of send-
ing the lotkons to the bazaar
(market).

[ saw a young man work-
ing pretty hard. Later I came
to know his name is
Shaheen- a very hardwork-
ing lad. On his home-yard
it's full of lotkon, Every year,
he sells lotkons that he
grows from his home-yard
and runs his family without

any worry throughout the
year,

"My home-yard is
enough for me. I am very
happy”, said Shaheen

“Do you have any plans
to expand your farming”, 1
asked.

“Yes, but, I'm doing quite
fine”, said confident
Shaheen.

[ saw an old lotkon tree,
full of fruits. It's a twelve-
year old tree which would
produce around four
maunds of lotkons, people
say. The market price of four
maunds of lotkons would
be around 12,000 to 14,000
taka. That is why old farmer
Nosuruddi doesn't think of
cultivating any other crops.
This old man is the owner of
the promising lotkon tree

Farmers collecting lotkon at an orchard in Narsingdi
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that I'm writing about. He
also runs his family depend-
ing on this one single lotkon
tree. Isn't that very optimis-
tic to learn? Single trees are
well capable of taking care
of an entire family, and it's
not for a day only, but for an
entire year.

Though, there is one
problem and it comes from
the traders. I found a trader
at the orchard who was there
to pick up the lotkons. I
talked with him to know
more in detail about the
market situation.

“Yes, the production is
great, but the quality of
production is not that
good”, complained Md.
Hashem Ali, a local lotkon
trader.

He blamed climate
change for this result.

“Most of the people in
our country don't know
much about lotkon”, said
Hashem.

“If it's properly publi-
cized, there will be more
demand, and we'll get better
price”, added Hashem.

It is true that there should
be some proper ways of
letting all the people know
about this great fruit. Yes,
many of us know, but not all
of us. Hashem stressed on
taking effective initiative so
that lotkon gets more popu-
lar across the nation.

It was time fortaking a

look at the market. As the
district is producing plenty
of lotkons, in Morjal,
located in Narsingdi's
Raypur upazila, by the road-
side, I found a huge lotkon
market. Every day, hundreds
of tons of lotkons are being
marketed and sold here.
Traders and wholesalers
from different corners of the
country are coming here
and the fruit is being sent to
all parts of Bangladesh. Per
maund price starts from Tk.
2,200 and goes up to Tk.
5,000, depending on the
quality of the product.
Veteran trader at the market,
Abdur Rashid believes that
lotkon should be more and
more publicized and con-
sumers will definitely buy it
as the fruit itself is juicy,
fresh and full of nutrients.
Narsingdi has mean-
while become the kingdom
of lotkons. In some of the
districts of Bangladesh
lotkon has become very
popular. Farmers are also
coming forward to grow this
juicy fruit as it is quite profit-
able. Just for your kind

notice, according to the
local DAE office, a total of
200 saplings can be planted
on one bigha (measurement
of land) of land, producing
up to an average of 5 tons of
lotkon a season. The fruit is
full of nutrients to attract
more health-conscious
consumers, On highlands,
anyone can easily grow
lotkons. It might be you as
well,

Dear readers, Holy
month of Ramadan is
approaching us. It will be a
long day for the Muslim
community in Bangladesh
as people will be fasting for
more than fifteen hours.
Why not we include this
vital nutrient fruit in the
[ftar menu? It will definitely
add nutrients on our
stressed body for an instant
recharge? Through this we
might also lift the lotkon
farmers and the country will
have another option to
build up its socio-economic
state.

Greetings on the
approaching Holy month of
Ramadan to all!

Shykh Seraj is an Agriculture
Development and Media Activist. He is
an Ashoka Fellow and an FAO A.H.
Boerma Awardee. At Channel i, he is
Director and Head of News. He is also
Director, Planner and Presenter of the
popular Agro-Documentary “Hridoye
Mati O Manush”.

Four to die in college
girl rape, murder case

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

A Lalmonirhat court yester-
day sentenced four youths
to death for killing a college
girl after rape in Sadar
upazilain 2008.

The death sentence
awardees are Halim Badsha,
Ataur Rahman, Rashedul Islam
and Mahbubur Rahman. They
all are from Sakurpar village in
the upazila.

District and Sessions
Judge Osman Haider pro-
nounced the verdict at a
crowded courtroom at noon.
Earlier, the court had
recorded statements of eight
prosecution witnesses,
including Dr Sirajul Islam of
Lalmonirhat Sadar Hospital,
as he performed an autopsy
of the victim's body.

Parvina Akhter

According to the case
statement, the four youths
picked up Parvina Akhter, 18,
a student of Rajarhat Degree
College in Kurigram and
daughter of Doctor Salim
Uddin of Sakurpar village in
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila,
while she was returning
home from a tutor's house at
the same village in the after-
noon on January 10, 2008.

The gang took the girl to a

bamboo cluster at the vil-
lage and strangled her after
rape. They later dumped the
body into a pond at adjacent
Ratidhar village.

Locals found the body
floating on the pond and
informed the police, who
recovered the body and sent it
to Sadar Hospital for autopsy.
According to the autopsy
report, Parvina was gang-
raped before beingkilled.

Following a case filed by
Parvina's elder brother
Shafiqul Islam with Sadar
Police Station on January 12,
police arrested Halim Badsha
on January 14. As per confes-
sional statement of Halim,
police recovered victim's dress,
books and shoes from the
bamboo cluster at Ratidhar
village. The law enforcers
arrested the rest threein aweek.
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Flash flood hits 35
villages in Dinajpur

Situation in Lalmonirhat worsens

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dyinajpur

Flash flood engulfed 35 vil-
lages in three upazilas of the
district yesterday, marooning
atleast 10,000 people.

Locals said the
Punarbhaba, Atrai and
Kakra rivers marked a sharp
rise due to downpour and
water overflowing the banks
submerged the villages.

Of the affected villages, 10
are under Farkabad union and
nine in Azimpur union of
Biral upazila, five in Dinajpur
Sadar upazila, and 11 in Vial
and Abdulpur union of
Chirirbandarupazila.

While visiting Farkabad
union under Biral upazila at
noon, the affected villagers
told this correspondent that
water from the Punarbhaba
River started entering the
villages since morning,

Five villages in Sadar and
Chirirbandar upazilas have
gone under water. The food-
hit people have taken shelter
on high land and different
educational institutions.

Md Anwarul Alam, dep-
uty director of the
Department of Agriculture
Extension (DAE), Dinajpur,
said at least 10,000 hectares
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of cropland have gone under
water in the three upazilas.

In Lalmonirhat, the
flood situation in five
upazilas of the district has
further worsened as fresh
areas have gone under water,
reports our correspondent.

Heavy rain and water
from hills across the border
flooded several villages in the
upazila. According to the
sources Water Development
Board said Teesta and Dharla
were flowing above the dan-
ger marks at Dowani point in
Hatibandha upazila and at
Kolakhawa Ghat point in
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila
yesterday noon.,

The flood-hit fresh areas
are Bongerbari, Sarkerbari
and Bawra villages in Patgram
upazila; Goddimari, Dowani,
Sindurna, Dawabari and
Paruliya wvillages in
Hatibandha upazila; Votmari,
Char Kakina, Rudreshewar
and Jamirbari wvillages in
Kaliganj upazila; Kadomtola,
Balapara and Gobordhan
villages in Aditmari upazila;
Kurul, Mogholhat, Kulaghat,
Bowalmari, Rajpur, Kalmati,
Khuniya Gachh, Gokunda,
Milon Bazar villages in
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila.

PHOTO: STAR

Marooned people at Natunpara village in Biral upazila
under Dinajpur district take a boat ride to move to a safer
place yesterday as flash flood due to overflowing of rain-

| fed Punarbhaba River submerged the area.
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