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Banking services

thru' post office

Postal cash card holders to have access to ATMs

M ABuUL KALAM AZAD

morning.

Sonali Bank is a partner of the Q-cash

BGB members
patrolling at
Joydevpur inter-
section, Gazipur
yesterday to
ensure peaceful
atmosphere for
the city polis.

From today, the 60,000 postal cash card
holders would be able to use the ATM
booths of 26 banks to transter money.

Apart from getting to use over 3,000 ATM
booths across the country, the card holders
would also be able to buy goods from 8,000
shops where Point of Sale machines are
available.

All this has been made possible as
Bangladesh Post Office went into a co-
branding partnership with state-run Sonali
Bank. Post and Telecommunications
Minister Shahara Khatun will inaugurate a
co-branded ATM booth at Dhaka GPO this

network that has ATM booths of 25 other

banks under its belt.
Since the postal cash card was launched

in 2010, the card holders' facilities were
limited to the 1,332 post offices where it
could be used for receiving and sending
money.

The idea behind the postal cash card was
to get people, who do not have a bank
account, to have the facility to transfer
money with very low cost. Anyone could get
the postal cash card forTk 45 from the 1,332
postoffices across the country.
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Singer Bipul
no more

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Swadhin Bangla Betar
Kendra artiste Bipul
Bhattacharya breathed his
last at a hospital in the
capital yesterday. He was 58.
He left behind his wife,

SEE PAGE 2 COL 6

JS polls in
UK model

PM tells British minister

BSS, London

Japan to stand by
Bangladesh

Envoy says no plan to cut trade benefits

GAZI TOWHID AHMED

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has said the next general elec-
tion in Bangladesh would be held in such a manner, which is
modelled after the UK and other democratic nations.

Hasina said this when British Foreign Secretary William
Hague called on her at her hotel suite in London Thursday
evening.

PM's Press Secretary Abul Kalam Azad briefed reporters
after the meeting.

Referring to the opposition's demand for caretaker gov-
ernment, the premier said the systemm was declared

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Japan has no plan to cut trade benetfits to
Bangladesh following the suspension of the
generalised system of preferences (GSP) by
the USA, Japanese Ambassador to
Bangladesh Shiro Sadoshima said yesterday:.

The GSP suspension issue has not been
discussed in Japan, but the Japanese buyers
were concerned over Bangladeshi workers’
safety and rights, he said.

Sadoshima was talking to The Daily Star
after opening a store of Grameen Uniglo, a

in the capital.
Presently, Bangladeshi garment products
enjoy duty free access to Japan.

Sadoshima.
He suggested the Bangladesh govern-
ment develop technical assistance system to

improve factory inspection, quality of .
inspectors and engineers to ensure work- °
- come first and the cases against labour activists Babul and

place safety.

- GSP SUSPENSION

BGMEA blames
int'l politics

" STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Company of Japan, on New Elephant Road -
* International politics had played a key role in the US deci-

. sion to suspend trade preferences for Bangladesh, said
. Atiqul Islam, president of Bangladesh Garment

The suspension of trade benefits by the . Manufacturers and Exporters Association, yesterday.

USA will have no negative effect on Japanese *
sourcing from Bangladesh, pointed out -

"Of course, politics was part of it," he told reporters dur-
ing a press meet at Dhaka Reporters Unity in the capital.
His comments came less than two weeks after the US

suspended Bangladesh's eligibility for the Generalised
. System of Preferences (GSP) on June 27 due to insufficient

progress in improving worker rights and safety standards.
Atiqul said the killing of labour leader Aminul Islam had
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social business initiative of Fast Retailing
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3 crew of
MV Hope

rescued

Bodies of 2 found
in Andaman sea
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Three of the 11 missing
crew of Bangladeshi cargo

vessel MV Hope that tilted
in the Andaman Sea near

Thailand coast on Thursday
were rescued alive yester-
day.

Merchant Vessel (MV)
Baux Lagoon and Thai
coastguards rescued the
three and recovered two
bodies.

Those rescued yesterday
are engine cadet Mushfiqur
Rahman, its second officer
Mobarak Hossain and deck
cadet Raeq Fairooz. The
deceased two could not be
identified immediately.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1

Relative of a missing crewmember of Bangladeshi freighter MV Hope in tears at the office of the ship owner's
representative in Chittagong yesterday.
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Do you agree with Asian
Development Bank's Sodial
Protection Index that Bangladesh
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Bolivia threatens to
close US embassy

Anger at US and EU from 5 South American nations

refuse to allow his plane to fly through

has poor sodal protection for the
poor and the vulnerable?
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Don't you think that the
recruitment and promotion of
the employees in the health

sector should be freed from
political influence?
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Bolivia's president,
warned he might close the US embassy in
his country, as South America's leftist
leaders rallied to support him over the
rerouting of his presidential plane.
Morales again blamed Washington for
putting pressure on European countries to

Evo Morales, has

their airspace on Tuesday, forcing it to
land in Vienna, in what he called a viola-
tion of international law.

He had been returning from a summit
in Russia during which he had suggested
he would be willing to consider a request
from the NSA whistleblower Edward

PCJSS man
shot dead

OUR CORRESPFONDENT,
Khagrachhari

A supporter of Santu Larma
faction of Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity was shot dead at
Tintahari union under
Manikchhari upazila in
Khagrachhari yesterday
noon.

The deceased is Umang
Marma, 50, son of
Mongshing Karbari of
Bholachhara area in the
union,

Police sources said three
to five armed miscreants
had opened fire on Umang
in the area around 2:00pm,
leaving him dead on the
spot.

Police rushed to the spot
and recovered the dead
body, said Keshob
Chakraborty, officer-in-
charge of Manikchhari
Police Station.

Paska Marma, acting
general secretary of
Manikchhari upazila unit
of the PCJSS, blamed the
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