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ROOPPUR N-PLANT

What Dhaka

can expect
from Moscow
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Bangladesh has asked Russia to install a nuclear power plant
at Rooppur having the safety and efficiency features of third
generation nuclear reactor model VWER-1200 that Moscow
stamps as the world's safest reactor.

“Our top priority in implementing this power plant is
safety. So we asked Russia either to provide us with the latest
technology having features of VVER-1200 or AES 2006
(another model),” said a senior official of the Rooppur
Nuclear Power Project (RNPP).

Bangladesh's grid is ready for a 1,000-megawatt nuclear
power plant and it aims at having two such units by 2021 in
line with the country's power system master plan. This will
help ensure 10 percent of the country’s total electricity genera-
tion from nuclear power, and thus increase energy security.

Each VVER reactor has a capacity of 1,200 MW, If
Bangladesh wants to set up two such units, the government
will have to build a robust and stable power grid so that such
a large power plant does not have to shut down, and at the
same time will be able to transmit power to distant areas.

As a base-load power plant, any nuclear unit must run at
the minimum generation capacity of 92-93 percent. This also
demands setting up a robust power grid, the official said.

At an international ministerial conference on nuclear
power in St Petersburg that concluded June 29, Russia high-
lighted the features of this “water-water reactor”—which
has a track record of no single serious event in its operation
since it was developed. This reactor is being used in many
new plants in Russia and abroad.

Russian state company Rosatom is installing it in its

latest power plant “Lelingrad 2" in St Petersburg. “Not a |
single existing plant is fitted with such a configuration of With engines running, cars stand still on Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue yesterday evening. The rush before the approaching weekend and the heavy rain since after-
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