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The Dhaka-
Mymensingh
Highway near
Gazipur intersec-
tion has been in
this sorry state
for the past six
months causing
misery to pedes-
trians. The
authorities had
dug up the side of
the road for
development
works and left it
like that without
restoration. The
photo was taken
yesterday.
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GSP FACILITIES

AL seeks people's help
for restoration

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The ruling Awami League yesterday sought cooperation
from people of all sections to help restore Bangladesh's
trade benefits under the Generalised System of
Preferences (GSP) programme of the US.

“We hope that we'll be able to regain the GSP facility by
overcoming all odds,” AL Joint General Secretary
Mahbubul Alam Hanif told journalists at the party chief's
Dhanmondi office in the capital.

In a warning, the US on June 27 suspended trade privi-
leges for Bangladesh after a six-year review exposed "seri-
ous shortcomings” in safety and labour standards.

There will be a dialogue in Geneva, Switzerland on July 8
between Bangladesh and the USA, European Union, and
International Labor Organization (ILO) on the govern-
ment's steps in improving working conditions in garment
factories and allowing trade unions, he added.

The next course of action will also be taken based on the
talks, said Hanif.

The AL leader said BNP chief Khaleda Zia wrote an article
in the Washington Times urging the USA to cancel the GSP
facility and they had proof of the claims. Hanif asked
Khaleda to seek apology to the country people for taking
anti-state stance.

Hanif said Khaleda not only wrote that article but also
resorted to lies when the GSP facility was suspended. He
said BNP leaders had threatened that Khaleda would write
more articles in the future. Hanif presented an emailed
letter to the journalists where David S Jackson, executive
editor of the Washington Times, confirmed that the article
was written by Khaleda Zia.
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Saimon Center
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Every year thousands of international students
choose an INTO Study Centre to prepare them

for success at a leading university.

* |nternational Foundation (Undergraduate Pathways in the US)

* A-levels
» International Diploma
» (Graduate Diploma (Graduate Pathways in the US)

Why study with INTO?

* A guality network of world-class universities

« Qutstanding student success with assured university progression

« |nvested more than £250 million in exceptional living
and learning facilities

* Full university status with access to campus facilities

= Qutstanding teaching and 9:1 student to teacher ratio

* Highest levels of student support

» (Generous scholarships for high-achieving students

www.intohigher.com

Call or e-mail us to make appointment to meet with

Stephen Jones and Ann Auta-Jones from
INTO University Partnerships

Uttara
Date: 4th July 2013
Time: 10 am - 6 pm

Gulshan
Date: 3rd & 7th July 2013

Time: 10 am — 6 pm

www.macesbd.com

Dhanmondi
Date: 6th July 2013
Time: 10 am - 6 pm

Mobile + +B8 01755 660012, 01714 016927, 01678 262237
713275311, 01713 275313, 01713 275315, 01713 275316

E-mail : mail@macesbd .com

Gulshan Office  : Navana Tower, Suite 9B, 45 Gulshan Avenue, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Uttara Office : House 38, Rood 3, Sector 3, Uttara, Dhaoka 1230, Bangladesh

Dhanmondi Office : House 41 (Gr. Fl.), Road 16 (New) 27 (Cld), Dhanmondi, Dhaka 1209, Bangladesh

DHAKA-CTG HIGHWAY

Unchecked robberies
worry businesses

ARUN BIKASH DEY and SHAHADAT HOSSAIN, Ciz

Hijacking of goods-laden trucks and lorries
on the Chittagong-Dhaka highway, espe-
cially between Sitakunda upazila in
Chittagong and Daudkandi upazila in
Comilla, has become rampant despite “pre-
ventive measures” by police.

Organised gangs hijack the wvehicles
mostly in the evening or in the dead of
night after holding the driver and helper
hostage and sometimes even killing them.

Victims suspected that the robbery
gangs, who hijacked in Dhaka city and
Savar areas some years ago, were now coim-
mitting robberies on the Chittagong-
Dhaka highway. Police did not confirm the
claim but held the inter-district robbery
gpangs responsible for the hijacking.

Seeking anonymity, a top police official
of Chittagong range said some leading
businesspersons and politically influential
people were also involved in the robberies.
They buy the stolen goods at a very cheap
price, he told The Daily Star. He also said the
robbers were patronised by a section of
politicians.

Rashid Majid Dhaniya, owner of private
freight transport firm MM Transport, said
at least 15 goods-laden trucks had been
hijacked between Comilla Cantonment
and Daudkandiupazila since May:.

The gangs first target a truck and follow it
until reaching a convenient location for
hijacking, said SM Habibul Haque, presi-
dent of Chittagong Port Truck Owners'
Association.

Some drivers also have links to robbers,
he said, adding that the gangs maintained
good relationship with some police offi-
cials. So, owners often try to get their stolen
goods released by negotiating with the
hijackers instead of suing them, Haque said.

Officials of BSRM, a steel maker, said
three rod-laden trucks of the company
were hijacked within a span of six days
from June 4-10.

Md Saju, driver of one of these trucks,
said he was carrying rods from the BSRM
factory in Chittagong to Gauripur in
Comilla on June 10 when some 11 robbers
with a microbus waylaid his truck in front of
Comilla Cantonment around 2:00am.

“They tied our hands and beat us for the
key. When we refused to hand them the
key, they sedated us and two of them
turned on the ignition with a screw driver,”
he said. “The truck was later found in
Daudkandi area, and we were rescued by
locals.”

Business leaders in Chittagong have
expressed deep concern over the rampant

robberies.
Mahbubul Alam, president of the

Chittagong Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (CCCI), said, "We shared our
worries at a meeting with the home minis-
ter at CCCI on May 15 and urged him to
make the highway police more vigilant."

He said, “If the goods are looted on the
highway, how will the businesspersons run

their businesses?”
Ali Ashraf Bhuiyan, additional superin-

tendent of police, Comilla (south zone),
however, claimed that highway robberies
were now "under control to a great extent”
for nightlong vigilance by highway police.
He said robbers travelled in different
type of vehicles, so it was not practically
possible to check each of the nearly

15,000 vehicles that plied the route daily.
Bhuiyan said they had increased patrol-

ling and erected checkposts at the vulnera-
ble points, but victims say they hardly saw
policemen around at the time of danger.
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BNP leader
Nazim Uddin
gets bail

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
granted bail to former BNP
lawmaker Nazim Uddin
Alam in a case filed against
him for damaging and
torching vehicles during a
road blockade programme
enforced by the main oppo-
sition in December last year.
The case was filed with
Savar Model Police Station
against 65 leaders and activ-
ists of the BNP-led 18-party

alliance, including Nazim
Uddin and Amanullah

Aman, for committing such
offences on the Dhaka-
Aricha Highway at
Aminbazar at about
11;:15am on December 9.

Additional Chief Judicial
Magistrate Nazmul Haque
Shyamal passed the order
after Nazim Uddin
appeared before the court
and sought bail in the case.

During the hearing on
bail petition, the defence
lawyers said their client
surrendered before the
High Court seeking antici-
patory bail.

Their client received
bullet injuries during the
road blockade programme
and was abroad for treat-
ment. So they prayed for
bail on humanitarian
esrounds, lawyers said.

Meantime, hearing on
charge framing against the

Death anniversary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the
26th death
anniversary of
Abdul Hakim
Bikrampuri,
former mem-
ber of the undivided Bengal
Legislative Assembly and
Pakistan Provisional and
National Assembly:.
Bikrampuri Smriti Sangsad,
Smuriti Pathagar, KK Govt
Institution and Munshiganj
Girls High School, which
were founded by him, have
organised an elaborate
programme, including a
Qurankhwani and a milad
mahfil, on the occasion, says
a press release,

OFFICE TO-LET

570-1975 Sit Office in a reputed
commercial Building by 100' main
road near Science Lab and Dhan#].
Insurance,Bank/ATM

Ideal for

0174- 0191494 0191-2772039

Job Enquiry

B.5c. Engr (Mechnical),
BUET, 1972, having
38 yrs of Industrial
Experience out of which
21 years in Paper Mills
seeks suitable employment.

Contact mobile:
01776234546, 01193253349

Police to launch
new wing today
for VVIPs' security

M RAHMAN

A new police wing, Special Security and Protection Battalion
(SPBN), will be launched today to ensure security to the prime
minister, president and foreign guests of the same status.

The SPBN will have two battalions comprising 1,400
personnel headed by a deputy inspector general and equipped
with sophisticated arms and specialised training to cope with
instant threats, said sources in Bangladesh Police
Headquarters.

Alongside Special Security Force, President Guard
Regiment, Special Branch and National Security Intelligence,
the SPBN will discharge duties with units like quick response
team, dog squad, bomb disposal unit, intelligence and
surveillance and heavily armed group.

The wing was formed on December 26, 2011 upon
approval from Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, said SPBN
Additional Superintendent of Police Mohammad Yousuf Ali.

With sophisticated arms which its mother organisation
lacks, the SPBN will build foolproof outer cordon surrounding
spots the prime minister, president and foreign guests of VVIP
status visit, he added.

Besides, the SPBEN will also be deployed to put regular
cordon around the Prime Minister's Office, Gono Bhaban,
Bangabhaban and structures where the prime minister, presi-
dent and foreign VVIPs stay, he added.

“At present, personnel from different districts and units are
brought to put up the outer cordon,” said a high official in
Bangladesh Police Headquarters.

“This seemed a bit uncoordinated as such personnel are
usually not aware of local security threats and infrastructures of
spots which VVIPs visit,” he said.

He added that the SPBN personnel would be deployed
well ahead of scheduled visits so that they can know everything
concerned with ensuring security during the visits.

Home Minister Muhiuddin Khan Alamgir is scheduled to
inaugurate the wing through a function in the capital's
Bangabandhu International Conference Centre.

Now 642 personnel have been deployed in the SPBN
while 758 posts of different ranks remain vacant.

The deputy inspector general's office of the SPBN has been
temporarily housed at Mohammadpur in the capital, and it
will be later shifted to Mohakhali, said the SPBN sources.
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L Finance Do you have an MBA o Master § in Accounting ?

Pass just 1 exam and get 11 exemptions
ﬁ‘ omt the CIMA Professional qualification
ABOUT CIMA?

# Recognized in 176 countries, Average salary Monthly Tk. @ 10 lac, # Global Passport
with multiple visa (i.e. 50 points for Australian immigration # Established in 1919.

ISBF (International Studies of Business & Finance)
33 (3rd Floor), Shantinagar, Dhaka, Cell: 01737238101, 01916045686

EL Ac LOUD SPEAKER W=
MADE IN GERMANY 0

www.elac.com

AVAILABLE MODELS
Line 50.2 Series :
FS57.2,B553.2,CC51.2
Line 60.2 Series: FS 67.2
Line 240 Series: FS 247, ES 249

AMPILIFIER
Denon,Marantz, Balanced Aduio,

Sony, Carry, Teac,Nakamichi
& More Products Available

SOLE AGENT: ORIENT ELECTRONICS,
Dhaka Office: 126-127 DCC Market (1st Floor) Gulshan-1,

Dhaka, Tel: 88-02-8824306, 01716430423,01925055218
Chittagong Office: 665 CDA Avenue,GE.C MoorGround Floor Bank Asia.
Chittagong, Tel: 619411, 01554-352307,01718-598338
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EXCLUSIVE EID FAIR
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Immigration as [INVESTOR

Businessmen & Managers may qualify for immigration as Investor.

Country
Canada-Qc:
Canada-PEI:
USA-EBS:
Bulgana:

(Physical presence in Bulgaria is not required to get citizenship)

Investment with financing option is available for Canada and Bulgaria

MAK &
ASSOCIATES INC.

IMMIGRATION CONSULTANTS

M A Kashem, MBA, LL.B, rcic
ICCRC Membership #: R412935

Assets required Investment required
C$1,600,000 (C$800,000 or pay interest
C$ ﬁﬂﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂ C$21 ﬁ,ﬂﬂﬂ (C5150,000 refundable)
U$1,000,000 U$565,000

€ 1,000,000 € 512,000 or €180,000

>> Available in Bangladesh

Bangladesh : Concord Tower, Suite# 1003, 113 Kazi Nazrul Islam Av.
Dhaka, Tel: 835 7737-8, 0171 603 2789, mak@makmigration.com

Canada: 82 Townsgate Dr., Thornhill, Toronto, ON, L4) 8A4, Tel: 905 747 0050
UAE: Phone # 971 050 843 3989, www.makmigration.com |




