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Mega project
on ICT okayed

All govt offices at dist,
upazila levels to be
under same network

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Executive Committee of the National Economic
Council (Ecnec) yesterday approved a Tk 1,333 crore project
to bring 17,500 government offices at the district and
upazila levels under an ICT network.

China will provide Tk 1,087 crore in loans for the pro-
ject, titled “"National ICT Infra-Network for Bangladesh
Government Phase-11", according to a planning ministry
statement.

A framework agreement and a loan agreement have
already been signed in this connection, the statement said.

The approval for the project was given at an Ecnec meet-
ing held at the NEC conference room with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

The project will cover Bangladesh Secretariat,
Bangladesh Computer Council, 7 divisional and all district
and 485 upazila level government offices, the planning
ministry said.

The information and communication technology (ICT)
network has been created under the ongoing “"Bangla Gov
Net" scheme with Korean assistance.

This network would be expanded to government offices
at grassroots level through this project, also known as Info
Sarker Project.

Under the project, 800 video conferencing systems will
be installed at different offices, including the ministry,
government departments and training centres.

It will help establish twelve training labs at different
universities and set up a Wi-Fi network. Besides, 25,000
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Passengers panic as Islami Chhatra Shibir activists hurl brick chips at vehicles
yesterday. Inset, a photojournalist, shot in police firing during a Shibir procession,
is knocked to the ground in Rajshabhi. PHOTO: STAR/BANGLAR CHOKH

2 brothers
die for a
cellphone

OurR CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

Two lives were lost

yesterday just because

of a mobile phone.
Two siblings died

£ on AFP, Cairo
after falling into a

Morsi rebuffs 48-hr
army ultimatum

5 ministers resign deepening crisis; Obama tells
Morsi voices of Egyptians must be heard

Buet student
hacked by
fellow dies

SUBIR DAS and
PROTIK CHAKROBORTY

septic tank at Doljor
village of the district.
The dead were Sohel
Rana, 18, and Rubel
Islam, 15, sons of
Jasmot Ali.

Quoting family
members, police said
as Rubel had dropped
his mobile phone in
the toilet, he went to
search for it in the
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government resignations.

animminent "coup”.

Egypt, called Morsi to warn

Kishoreganj
by-polls
today

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Kishoreganj

Voters of Itna, Mithamoin
and Astagram upazilas will
cast their ballots at the
Kishoreganj-4 by-election
today, with the BNP boy-
cotting the polls.

Voting begins at 8:00am,
and will continue till
4:00pm without any break.
A total of 2,79,719 voters
are on the voter list.

104 out of the total 118
polling centres in the con-
stituency have been
declared vulnerable, said
an election official.

The parliamentary seat
fell vacant after the
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Egypt's political crisis deepened yesterday as
Islamist President Mohamed Morsi
snubbed an army ultimatum threatening to
intervene if he did not meet the demands of
the people, and five ministers led a spate of

The opposition too expressed concern
that the military was poised to play a politi-
cal role in the deeply divided country, even
as the army hastened to damp down talk of

IS President Barack Obama,
government is a major military aid donor to

Buet stu-
dent Dwip
SUuC-
voices of all Egyptians must be heard, a L‘U“}hEd to
White House official said yesterday. his injuries
An army statement, read out on televi- | at a hospi- -
sion Monday, had given Morsi 48 hours to | tal in the S— »
comply with its call, after millions of people | capital in Arit Rayhan Dwip

the early hours of yester-
day, and his 84-day-long
battle for life thus came to
an end.

Arif Rayhan Dwip, 23, a
third year student of
Mechanical Engineering
Department of the
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and
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took to the streets nationwide to demand
the Islamist leader step down. Sixteen peo-
ple died in protests on Sunday:.

Early on Monday, protesters set the
Brotherhood's headquarters ablaze before
looting it.

"If the demands of the people are not met
in this period... (the armed forces) will
announce a future roadmap and measures
to oversee its implementation, " it said.

whose

him that the
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Water babe

Toddler swims across
pool in one breath

MAIL ONLINE

At just 16 months old,
this baby is unlikely to
have been walking for
long, let alone mastered
any other physical activi-
ties.

But the incredible
footage posted on
youtube.com shows the
tiny toddler swimming
the entire length of the
pool in one breath and
looking completely
comfortable in the
water.

The infant even
jumps in without
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Prosecutors

may face trial
Warns SQ Chy
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War crimes accused Salauddin Quader Chowdhury threat-
ened the prosecutors that they might face execution in
future on the last day of his deposition at the International
Crimes Tribunal-1 yesterday.

He said this at one stage of argument between him and a
prosecutor. The argument occurred when SQ Chowdhury
had begun giving deposition against the prosecution wit-
nesses and the prosecutor raised objection.
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No asylum yet for
US whistleblower

Snowden withdraws request
to Russia; Ecuador president
regrets helping him

AGENCIES

Several countries yesterday spurned asylum requests from
Edward Snowden, the former US spy agency contractor
wanted for leaking secrets, despite an appeal from
Venezuela for the world to protect him.

Snowden, who revealed the secret US electronic surveil-
lance program Prism, has applied for political asylum in
more than a dozen countries in his search for safety from
the espionage charges in the United States.

The 30-year-old is in legal limbo in the transit area of
Moscow's Sheremetyevo airport, unable to fly on to a
hoped-for destination in Latin America because he has no
legal travel documents and no Russian visa to leave the
airport.
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SHIBIR-COP CLASH
3 journos

hurt in cop
firing in
Rajshahi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Three photojournalists
received shotgun pellets
while a policeman was
injured by brickbats during
a clash between law enforc-
ers and Shibir activists in
Rajshahi city last night.

The clash began at
around 7:45 pm when
police obstructed a pre-
hartal procession of 30
Shibir activists near RDA
market, said Ziaur Rahman,
officer-in-charge of Boalia
Police Station.

Shibir, the student wing
of Jamaat-e-Islami, called a
countrywide daylong hartal
for today demanding the
release of its leaders and
activists.

The injured photojour-
nalists were Gulbar Ali
Jewel, of local daily Notun
Probhat, Abdullah Igbal, of
the daily Jugantor and
Mahfujur Rahman, of ATN
News.,

Locals said police fired
20 pellets to disperse the
Shibir activists as they
hurled three handmade
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ONLINE POLL
Do you think that the proposed
law on safe food would be good
enough to fight against food
adulteration?

® Yos mm
- [0 EE—
TOTAL VOTES: 256
TODAY' SPOLL
Do you think passage of the
amended Labour Law 2006 and
its implementation will help

Bangladesh regain G5P facility
from the US?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net
YOU MAY ALSO VOTE AT
. facehook.com/dailystarnews 4

PRAYER TIMING
Azan Jamaat

(26%)
(74%)

July 3

Maghrib 6-55 7-00
Esha 817 B-45
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