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US decision detfies logic

FROM PAGE 1
Big Labour has petitioned
since 2007 to strip

Bangladesh of its privileges
under the Generalised
System of Preferences
(GSP), which allows lower
tariffs for goods from devel-
oping countries. The col-
lapse of the Rana Plaza
textile factory building in
April killed more than 1,100
people, while giving the
Administration a political
excuse to do the bidding of
the AFL-CIO and its allies in
Congress.

The decision defies eco-
nomic or moral logic. First,
the US GSP programme
doesn't include textiles, the
industry that has attracted
the labour movement's ire.
Garments account for more
than 90 percent of
Bangladesh's exports to the
LIS, and these goods will
continue to pay an average
tariff of 15 percent. Tariffs
on clothes didn't encourage
better safety standards in the

textile industry, and higher
tariffs on other products will
squeeze those factories'
profit margins and possibly
force them to cut corners on
safety.

Textile tariffs merely slow
the ability of Bangladesh
and similar countries to get
on the first rung of the devel-
opment ladder. Sewing
work 1s well suited to
migrants from the country-
side with few skills, and
because it requires dexterity
rather than strength, it gives
opportunities to women.

So while Bangladeshi
workers earn some of the
lowest wages in the world,
the experience of countries
like China that have trod
this ground suggests that on
the current trajectory this is
temporary. In the last two
decades, the proportion of
the Bangladeshi population
living in poverty has fallen
to less than 40 percent from
70 percent. As the pool of
underemployed labour is

exhausted, investment in
technology and higher skills
boosts productivity and
wages.

The safety problems in
Bangladesh are a tragic side
effect of an industry growing
quickly while government
and society struggle to keep
up. Dhaka needs help to
improve its capacity to regu-
late industry and fight cor-
ruption. But that should not
obscure the fact that the
factories are fundamentally
a blessing to be encouraged.

Washington could do
more to help the developing
world's workers if it cut tex-
tile tariffs to zero by includ-
ing them in the GSP
programme. Once countries
like Bangladesh can export
garments more easily, they
will progress through this
stage of industrialisation
faster. Slowing their progress
only punishes them for the
failures of their government,
and rewards the backward
thinking of the AFL-CIO.

Kishoreganj
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lawmaker from the constitu-
ency, Abdul Hamid, then
speaker of parliament, was
elected President on April 22,
The ruling Awami League
nominated candidate
Rejwan Ahmed Toufiq,
eldest son of President
Abdul Hamid, is contesting
the election.

His opponent, “rebel”
party candidate Syed
Mahitul Islam Asim, is
contesting as an independ-
ent candidate.

"We would like to con-
duct a fair election. All kinds
of measures have already
been taken,” said Jahid
Hossain, returning officer of
the by-polls.

Around 6,000 law enforc-
ers, including members of
police, Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB), Rab, and
Ansar, have been deployed
in the three upazilas.

A 27-member team com-
prised of police and Ansar
personnel will be deployed
at every polling centre dur-
ing the voting.

3 journos
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bombs targeting the law
enforcers during the clash.

Gulbar received five
pellets in his abdomen and
elbow while Abdullah and
Mahfujur received one
pellet each in their back and
abdomen.

Sources at Rajshahi
Medical College Hospital
said they were out of danger.

Police arrested five Shibir
activists from the spot, the
OC added.

Shibir called the hartal

hurt

on Monday, saying it would
go for tougher agitation
programme from today if
their leaders were not
released.

Gazipur City Corporation
areas and Kishoreganj dis-
trict would remain out of the
purview of hartal due to city
corporation polls campaign
and by-polls, said a state-
ment of Shibir.

In support of their hartal,
Shibir activists brought out
processions in different
parts of the capital yesterday

and blasted crude bombs
and vandalised vehicles.

Golam Sarwar, OC of
Paltan Police Station, said,
“We heard that pro-hartal
activists vandalised glasses
of two cars in Paltan area
and Dainik Bangla intersec-
tionaround 12:30 pm."

A group of Shibir activists
threw brickbats at vehicles
from a procession in front of
the Government Graphics
Arts Institute near Satmasjid
Road around 1:00 pm,
witnesses said.
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Ershad
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Mannan's claim is quite
confusing. Ershad report-
edly had told Ajmat the day
before that the Jatiya Party
would back neither of the
two mayoral aspirants as it
was a local government
election.

Ajmat Ullah, however,
earned Ershad's blessings
but he did not claim to have
got the JP leader's support in
the Gazipur polls.

It was not possible to check
the authenticity of Mannan's
claim as his meeting with
Ershad was one-to-one.

The Daily Star made sev-
eral phone calls to Ershad's
personal mobile numbers as
well as his political secretary
Sunil Shuvo Roy. Ershad did
not receive the phone while
Sunil's phone was found
switched off.

In the battle of ballots in
Gazipur city, Ershad is sud-
denly being regarded as an
important factor, apart from
some others, after the with-
drawal of his party's local
leader from the electoral race.

The ruling AL high com-
mand had expected that the
Jatiya Party, a key compo-
nent of the Al-led grand
alliance, would extend its
support to Ajmat in the race
against Mannan,

But things took an oppo-
site turn as Ershad did not
issue any directive to party
leaders and supporters in
Gazipur asking them to
work for Ajmat. He recently
on several occasions had
warned the AL that he might
quit the grand alliance.

Local leaders of Gazipur
district and city units of Jatiya
Party have been divided over
backing Ajmat and Mannan.
Some have been campaign-
ing for Mannan and some for
Ajmat.

The AL is desperate for
the Jatiya Party's full support
at the Gazipur election,
which is being considered a
“matter of prestige” for the
government after the white-
wash defeat of AL favourites
at the June 15 polls to four
city corporations.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina at a meeting with
Ershad in her parliament
office on June 27 sought the
JP's support for Ajmat. But
Ershad remained silent.

Against this backdrop,
Ajmat along with some
leaders of Gazipur ALand JP
went to Ershad's Baridhara
residence on Monday.

JP Gazipur district presi-
dent Brig Gen (retd) Kazi
Mahmud Hassan was set to
contest the July 6 mayoral
polls. But he withdrew his
candidacyon June 17.

“Withdrawal of my can-
didacy, on instructions of
the party's high ups, created
anger among our grassroots
level leaders and activists.
Many of our activists are
joining hands with BNP-
backed mayoral candidate
MA Mannan,” Kazi told The
Daily Star on Monday.

He claimed that around
20 to 30 percent of the total
voters, who migrated from
the north, were supporters
of Ershad. “Besides, the JP
has good organisational
strength in Gazipur.”

Talking to The Daily Star
yesterday at around 8:30pm,
the Jatiya Party's Gazipur
district General Secretary
Nurul Islam said, “Till now,
we do not have any instruc-
tion from the party's central
high command. But we have
already started campaign on
behalf of Mannan."

"I attended a press con-
ference today [yesterday]| at
Chourastha where Mannan
and other local and central
leaders of the BNP were
present. I have openly
announced our support
there,” he said.

"If our party Chairman
HM Ershad made an
announcement of formal
support to Mannan, it will
be better for our campaign, "
he said, adding, "Our dis-
trict unit president Kazi
Mahmud Hassan has agreed
with the decision of sup-
porting Mannan."

2 brothers
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septic tank adjacent to the
house. He fell into the tank
and started shouting for help.
Sohel came to his
brother's rescue and tried to
pull the boy up. But He, too,
plunged into the tank.
Locals rescued the broth-
ers, who were in an uncon-
scious state, and rushed them
to Lalmonirhat Sadar Hospital.
As their condition deteri-
orated, the two were referred
to Rangpur Medical College
Hospital, They died on the
way to Rangpur around
2:45pm, police said.
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Problem in Grameen name
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But supporters of Grameen
Bank said the documentary
offered the government an
opportunity to remove Prof
Yunus from the bank. The
government succeeded in
this in about three months.

The government did not
stop there, however. It
formed a review committee
to look into the Grameen
Bank and 48 other legally
independent organisations,
but found nothing wrong.

The next move it made
was to form a Grameen
Bank Commission, which is
now working to review the
activities of the bank and the
48 other organisations, and
make recommendations on
them.

"It [the delay] all started
after the trouble surround-
ing the Grameen Bank
began," said Sultan, adding
that the organisation had
never faced such problems
in the past.

He added the commerce
ministry at a meeting last
year agreed that the pro-
posed amendments were
valid. "The ministry had
raised reservations about
one or two points, which we
also agreed to and cor-
rected.”

Meanwhile, the com-
merce ministry has sought
opinions from the banking
and financial institution
division of the finance min-
istry, which in turn asked for
views from the central bank.

But the Bangladesh Bank
said it had nothing to do
with these organisations set
up under the Company law.

The banking division is
now seeking opinions from
the Grameen Bank
Commission,

A finance ministry offi-
cial said the commerce
ministry needed no opin-
ions from any ministry or
the central bank, and that
the ministry itself could
decide on the matter
because the changes were
Minor.

"There is also no logic for
the banking division to seek
opinions from the commis-
sion,” he told The Daily Star.

The official, who spoke
on condition of anonymity
fearing retribution, said the
issue remained pending as
the government had strong
reservations about Grameen
Bank and its associated
organisations.

Among some major
changes, the two organisa-
tions sought to bring down
the number of members of
its general body from 25 to
12-15.

They also want to fix
terms of service for all direc-
tors of the board at three
years. At present, the board
members, who are not nomi-
nated by Grameen Bank,
serve for two years while the
term for the bank's nomi-
nees 1s not specific.

Grameen Kalyan and
Grameen Shakti also sought

to limit the service terms of
their chairman to three
yvears, with a clause for
extension. Currently, board
chairs of the two organisa-
tions can serve for an indefi-
nite period.

Prof Yunus is the chair-
man in both the companies.

Grameen Shakti is the
largest single off-grid system
in the world, delivering
solar power to rural people
in Bangladesh since 1996.

[t won international
awards for installing more
than one million solar
home systems across the
country.

The company accounts
for more than 70 percent of
the total solar home systems
in the country -- directly or
indirectly helping eight
million people to light their
homes and business units
using solar power.

Grameen Kalyan was
established in 1996 to help
members and employees of
Grameen Bank take up
various activities, finance
various associated organisa-
tions, implement
programmes aimed at pov-
erty alleviation and creating
jobs.

Grameen Knitwear,
Grameen Danone Foods,
Grameen Healthcare
Services, Grameen Telecom
and Grameen Shikkha are
among some of the success-
ful associated organisations
set up by Prof Yunus.

Hasan bashes Mannan
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the designation of professor.
Departmental action was
taken against him
(Mannan) when he was a
lecturer, Hasan told a dis-
cussion programme at the
Jatiya Press Club.

Reacting to the allega-
tions, senior BNP leader
Moudud Ahmed said it
was a violation of electoral
rules and the Election
Commission should take
immediate action against
the minister as per the
rules.

No minister had made
any such remarks about any
candidates in the recent
polls to four city corpora-
tions, he told The Daily Star,
referring to Section 69 of the
City Corporation (code of
conduct) Rules, 2010.

Whatever Hasan has
said about Mannan is false
and baseless, insisted
Moudud.

Forest Minister Hasan
Mahmud, however, claimed
that he had not violated the
electoral rules. "I didn't say
anything on the basis of
assumption. What I have said
[about Mannan| is estab-
lished truth," he added.

Contacted, a senior offi-
cial at the EC secretariat said
the minister could not make
such comments and it was an
offence as per electoral rules.

Section 69 of the city
corporation rules com-
pletely prohibits any derog-
atory comments against any
candidate or his or her rela-
tives that might influence
the election. If anybody is
found guilty of violating the

rules, he or she might be
sentenced to a maximum of
two years' imprisonment
with fine.

Meanwhile, senior BNP
leaders in and outside pat-
liament yesterday com-
plained that the government
was "directly intervening” in
the Gazipur city polls slated
for Saturday. The ruling
Awami League leaders have
rejected the allegation out-
right.

BNP standing commit-
tee member MK Anwar
alleged that a special cell
had been set up at the offi-
cial residence of the prime
minister to intervene in the
election.

"Actually, this cell is
working to intervene in and
control the election. The
prime minister is directly
working to ensure victory
for the Awami League-
baked mayoral candidate,"
he said after holding a
meeting with the chief
election commissioner at
the latter's office.

Around 400 presiding
officers have been
appointed in line with the
directives of the prime
minister, complained
Anwar.

The Gazipur deputy com-
missioner, superintendent of
police and officers in charge of
police stations are following
the prime minister's directives
instead of the EC's, alleged the
BNP leader. He demanded
that the EC deploy the army at
the July 6 polls.

Communications
Minister Obaidul Quader
has ruled out any such

administrative interference
by the government in the
polls.

The election will be held
in a fair and neutral manner,
he said at a programme
organised by Bangladesh
Jatri Kalyan Samity at the
Jativa Press Club.

Quader, a presidium
member of the AL, asked
opposition politicians to
make reasonable com-
ments.

Speaking in parliament,
Moudud Ahmed alleged
that the government was
“trying to rig” the Gazipur
city polls.

"The administration is
working for their [AL-backed]
candidate.... So the army
should be deployed,” he said,
adding that the Election
Commission was acting as a
sycophant of the government
and it |[EC] was failing to work
independently.”

So, the next parliamen-
tary election must be held
under a non-partisan gov-
ermnment, added Moudud.

AL advisory council
Member Tofail Ahmed told
the House that there was no
necessity of deploying the
army at the Gazipur city
polls as the election would
be held in a “free and fair
manner,”

The EC can seek the aid
of the army, if it sees any
such necessity, he noted.
Totfail Ahmed that the
recent elections to four city
corporations had proved
that free and fail polls were
possible under the AL
government,

Mega project
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tablet PCs will be distrib-
uted at Bangladesh
Secretariat and other gov-
ernment offices, the state-
ment said.

Yesterday's Ecnec meet-
ing approved another pro-
ject, "Rural Employment

and Road Maintenance
Programmes” aimed at
improving the socio-economic
conditions of about 60,000
ultra poor people of 4,548
unions through employment
generation.

The project, involving Tk
1,102 crore, also aims to

keep around 1,00,000 kilo-
metre long rural roads in
good condition with proper
maintenance throughout
the year.

The Ecnec meeting
approved 7 other develop-
ment projects involving Tk
1,753 crore.

Suranjit bashes
Prothom Alo

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League lawmaker

Suranjit Sengupta yesterday
criticised the Prothom Alo
for an editorial over a deci-
sion of the Speaker during
the passage of 2013-14 bud-
getin parliament on Sunday.

The editorial titled
“Speaker's surprising deci-
sion” criticised the Speaker
for not allowing discussion
over Padma bridge project
and power sector when the
budget was being passed.

Speaking on a point of
order, Suranjit demanded
that the Prothom Alo editor
send a letter to parliament
apologising for this editorial
so that the House does not
have to take any action in
this regard.

The ruling party law-
maker said the newly elected
Speaker is running the
House in a very fair and
neutral manner.

On the other hand, the
BNP Parliamentary Party
yesterday lauded the Prothom
Alo forthe editorial.

Briefing journalists at the
Jatiya Sangsad Media Centre
after the House sitting
yesterday, BNP lawmaker
Moudud Ahmed said
Suranjit's remarks reflected
the government's direct
interference in the media.

Thai govt
reverses rice
price cut

AFP, Banghok

Thailand's premier yesterday
reversed a decision to cut the
price it gives farmers for rice, a
fortnight after stoking anger
from its rural heartlands by
announcing a 20 percent
reduction in the fee.

The so-called rice-pledging
scheme has dogged the gov-
ernment since its introduction
shortly after Prime Minister
Yingluck Shinawatra's election
victoryin 2011.

Critics say the scheme is a
costly sop to her government's
rural voters, is riddled with
corruption and has caused the
commodity's price to surge --
knocking the kingdom from
its place as the world's top rice

exporter.

NBR freezes
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found that Mannan had not

paid tax worth Tk 22 lakh for
the year 2007-08 as the
managing director of
Capital Property
Development (pvt) Ltd.

A senior NBR official,
preferring anonymity, said:
"The move has been taken as
part of regular work. We
have also asked banks to
freeze accounts of many
others for non-payment of
taxes by June this year."

The official claimed that
the initiative had not been
taken from any political
point of view.

Bankers and taxmen said
the NBR had recently been
asking banks to freeze
accounts of those engaged
in real estate and garment
businesses.

Contacted, Mannan said
the move against him ahead
of the July 6 city polls was
part of a government con-
spiracy.

Advisor to BNP chairper-
son, Mannan is also the
managing director of
Gazipur Fashion Ltd.

In the disclosure submit-
ted to the Election
Commission, Mannan
showed his net asset worth
Tk 4.33 crore. He claimed Tk
16.58 lakh as his income in
the year 2012-13 and paid
Tk 2.74 lakh as tax.

Request for Proposal

Hiring Consultancy Firm
Reference: RFP-BD-2013-041

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Bangladesh seeks Proposals from interested
Companies for Hiring Consultancy Firm for Identification of Ethnic Minorities of Bangladesh

through Comprehensive Ethnographic Survey. All interested companies may download the
Bidding documents (RFP) from http://www.undp.org.bd/proc_more.php through a formal
registration process that will register bidders into the participants list, so any correspondence,
questions regarding the bidding documents and respective answers can be sent to all bidders.

Submission of Proposal: The envelope should state the tender subject mentioned above and the
Proposals must be submitted as per the instructions specified in the RFP document by the
deadline mentioned below to the Registry Unit, UNDP Bangladesh, IDB Bhaban (12th Floor),
Begum Rokeya Sharani, Agargaon, Dhaka-1207.

The deadline for submission of Proposals is Sunday, July 21, 2013, 3:30 p.m. Local time.

Empowered lives.
Resilient nations,




