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Railway incurred
Tk 24cr loss
for BNP hartals

Sangsad told

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Railway has
incurred a loss of Tk24 crore
due to “violence and subver-
sive activities” carried out by
BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami
men during hartals since
February 28, Railways
Minister Mujibul Haque
told parliament yesterday.

He was responding to a
query tabled by Awami
League lawmaker Nasimul
Haq Chowdhury:.

The railway, noted the
minister, was implementing
48 projects involving
Tk23,780.06 crore to
IMmprove passenger services
and make its network more
dynamic.

Of the schemes, 44 are
investment projects and the
rest are technical assistant
projects, mentioned Mujibul.

Under the projects, metre
gauge, broad gauge and dual
gauge railway track will be
laid, while two cranes and
20-set commuter trains will
be procured.

The construction of the

Second Bhairab Bridge and
Second Titas Bridge will also
be completed under these
projects, maintained the
minister.

Most of the schemes are
scheduled to be completed
between 2013-14 and 2014-
15 fiscal years.
19.5cr REGISTERED
VEHICLES
Communications Minister
Obaidul Quader informed
the House that the country
has 19.5 crore registered
vehicles.

Responding to lawmak-
ers' queries, he said 14.5
crore drivers had valid licen-
ces and five lakh more might
have fake ones.

But, interestingly,
deducting the valid driving
licence owners (14.5 crore)
from the total number of
vehicles (19.5 crore), the
result is five crore.

No correction was made
on this issue either from the
minister or from the parlia-
ment secretariat during
yesterday's sitting.
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Bangladesh still lacks
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Trafficking in Persons
Report (TIP) report of the
LI5S State Department
released in Washington
DConJune 19,

[t said Bangladesh does
not fully comply with the
minimum standards for
the elimination of traffick-
ing; however, it is making
significant efforts to do so.

According to the report,
the government drafted
rules to implement the
2012 Human Trafficking
Deterrence and
Suppression Act (HTDSA)
and began prosecuting
cases under the law.

[t said the government
took limited steps to regu-
late fraudulent recruitment
agents and their unlicensed
subagents. Inadequate
trafficking victim protec-
tion remained a serious
problem.

As per the report,
Bangladesh has failed to
improve its status in last
one year as the country
retains its 2012 position
and remains in Tier-2 of
the three-tier system.

In 2012, Bangladesh
improved its status and
reached Tier-2 from Tier-2
Watch List in 2011.

The report said some of

the Bangladeshi men and
women who migrate to the
Gulf, Maldives, Iraq, Iran,
Lebanon, Malaysia,
Singapore, Brunei, Europe,
and elsewhere for work
subsequently face condi-
tions indicative of forced
labor, such as threats of
force, physical or sexual
abuse.

Quoting a civil society
group report, it said that
some Bangladeshi men in
the Gulf, particularly in
the United Arab Emirates,
are vulnerable to being
subjected to forced labor in
other countries, including
Greece and Spain.

Some women and chil-
dren from Bangladesh are
transported to India and
Pakistan, where they are
subjected to commercial
sexual exploitation or
forced labor. Some in the
Rohingya community in
Bangladesh have been sub-
jected to human trafficking,

The US report recom-
mended finalising, adopt-
ing and disseminating the
implementing rules for the
HTDSA, and training gov-
ernment officials includ-
ing law enforcers, labor
inspectors, and immigra-
tion officers on its imple-
mentation.

[t suggested taking steps
to sharply reduce all
recruitment fees charged
by licensed labor recruit-
ers, and enforcing viola-
tions with criminal sanc-
tions; increasing efforts to
prosecute trafficking cases
and convict trafficking
offenders.

The report asked to
improve oversight of
Bangladesh's interna-
tional recruiting agencies
to ensure they are not
promoting practices that
contribute to labor traf-
ficking; provide support
services for adult male traf-
ficking victims and victims
of forced labor.

It said Bangladeshi
embassies in destination
countries should shorten
the time required for vic-
tims to receive documenta-
tion required for repatria-
tion, and establish a toll-
free labor exploitation hot-
line accessible by cell phone
to facilitate victim identifi-
cation.

Being in Tier-2 means
Bangladesh do not fully
comply with the mini-
mum standards of US
Trafficking Victims
Protection Act but is mak-
ing significant efforts to
that end.

Teaching
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drop of water as it floated in
mid air.

Using a live video link,
Wang fired questions at
students who gathered at a
school in Beijing to watch
the lesson on a giant screen.

More than 60 million
students and teachers were
expected to watch the class,
the state-run China Daily said.

"In space... how can we
tell if we have become thin-
ner or fatter?" she asked
students, with a red Chinese
flag visible behind her.

"We can use electric
scales,” one eager young boy
replied, dressed in a white
shirt and the red scarf of the
young pioneers, a youth
organisation run by China's
ruling Communist Party.

"Have you seen any space
junk?" another student
asked Wang, before she
replied: "We haven't seen
any, but it does exist."

The lesson covered topics
in physics including Isaac
Newton's second law of

motion, and the surface
tension of water.,
China launched three

astronauts into space on
board the Shenzhou-10 craft
last week.

The craft later docked
with the Tiangong-1 in a test
intended to prepare China
to build its own permanent
space station.

GAZIPUR CITY POLLS
EC to arrange

special security

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission
(EC) will take special secu-
rity measures in the upcoms-
Lig Gazipnr City
Corporation (GCC) election
as it is an industrial area, and
mainly dominated by work-
ers, said Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Kazi
Rakibuddin Ahmad.

"We have seen [observed|]
in the past that many silly
matters turned into massive
occurrences in Gazipur due
to labour unrest. So, we will
take special measures, and
additionally deploy bomb
disposal units and dog
squads to avert any unto-
ward incident," he said.

The CEC was talking to
reporters after a meeting on
the law and order situation
in the forthcoming
Kishoreganj-4 by-elections
and the GCC polls slated for
July 3 and 6 respectively at
the EC Secretariat in the
capital yesterday.

Besides, a 22-member
team of law enforcement
agencies would be deployed
at every polling centre dur-
ing the maiden GCC polls
while a 27-member team

would be in place during the
Kishoreganj-4 by-elections,
Rakibuddin added.

Saying that there were
two highways through
Gazipur city that might
hamper security measures,
the CEC urged citizens not
to use these two highways
on the day of the election.

With the aim of main-
taining law and order and
preventing violation of the
electoral code of conduct,
executive magistrates had
been deployed in the elec-
toral areas, he mentioned.

"We have issued show
cause notices and fined
some candidates, and
removed 19 billboards used
for election campaigns in
Gazipur," said Rakibuddin.

Coast guards would
remain alert so that the force
could be deployed if neces-
sary any time during the
Kishoreganj by-polls, the
CEC continued.

In response to a reporter's
query, Rakibuddin said the
commission would publish
a gazette on the results of the
recently held four city cor-
poration elections within
the shortest possible time.

Pak army killed 450
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said it was a pre-planned and
systermatic attack on Rupshi,
Bausgari and Demra vil-
lages.

Shamsul, who stayed at
his friend Benu Roy's house
during the attack, woke up at
the sound of brushfire.

“On the road 1 saw
Moulana Motiur Rahman
Nizami, Ishag Moulana and
Moulana Subhan along
with the Pakistan army. The
army shot dead whoever
they [Nizami, Ishaq and
Subhan| had pointed out,”
he said.

Shamsul said he had
hidden in a drain beside a
paddy field from where he
witnessed the massacre.

“People running for life
were being shot from
behind, houses were burn-
ing, and girls were being
dragged to vehicles,” he said
while describing what he
had witnessed.

He added that about 137

houses, shops, mosques and
educational institutions
were burned and around 30-
40 women were raped.

“College students Shikha
and Shila were picked up and
their whereabouts are still
unknown,” he added.

The witness, who was also
a freedom fighter, said
among the 450 martyrs,
Ajgor, Ahes, Abdul, Abul,
Aken, Hafez, Ofaz, Khude
Roy, Bolram Roy, Dilip
Kumar Roy, Monindra Nath
Nondi and Alam Pramanik
were his acquaintances.

He said Nizami along with
100-150 Razakars had gone to
Sathia Pilot High School and
launched a Razakar camp
there in mid-May.

At the launching cere-
mony Nizami had called
upon the Razakars to kill the
freedom fighters and any-
one who had connections to
liberation and encouraged
youths to join the force,

Shamsul added.

The witness, who
observed the ceremony from
the other side of a canal
adjacent to the school, had
heard Nizami's call from
locals attending the
programme.

He said Nizami, who was
the chief of All Pakistan
[slami Chhatra Sangha
during the war, had set up an
Al-Badr camp with Chhatra
Sangha members at Pabna
Alia Madrassa.

“He [Nizami| was the
president of Al-Badr and on
his directive and order kill-
ings, mass killings, looting,
arson, rape and other crimes
against humanity were
committed,” said the wit-
ness.

In his two-hour-long
deposition the witness said
Nizami, Subhan, Ishaq,
Rafiqun Nobi and notorious
collaborator Asad on May
10, 1971 went to Rupshi
Primary School and met the

school's headmaster.

“At the school Nizami
told locals that Peace
Committee would be
formed and the Pakistan
army would restore peace
soon. He asked the locals to
assist the Pakistan army,” he
added.

On receiving information
of the meeting, Shamsul
approached the school and
saw the collaborators com-
ing out of the headmaster's
room.

The witness said the
Pakistan army attacked,
looted and set fire to his
father's house at Shalgaria in
Pabnaon April 11, 1971.

He claimed Nizami had
helped the army find out the
location of the house.

Nizami, who is facing 16
war crimes charges, was
produced before the tribu-
nal yesterday.

The proceedings of the
case were adjourned until
June 26.

7 amicl
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Crimes Tribunal (ICT)-2 on
February 5 had sentenced
Mollah to life for commit-
ting crimes against human-
ity during the Liberation
Warin 1971.

Yesterday, Attorney
General Mahbubey Alam
told the court that Quader
Mollah deserves death pen-
alty for each of the six
charges brought against him
before the ICT-2.

The apex court adjourned
the appeal hearing till July 7
when the court will reopen
after a vacation. The vaca-
tion will begin on Sunday.

The government on
February 18 amended the ICT
act clearing the way for filing
an appeal with the SC against
the tribunal's any inadequate
sentencing of a convict.

On March 3, the prosecu-
tion filed the appeal with
the SC. The following day,
Mollah filed another appeal
with the court seeking
acquittal of all six charges.

NoO trace
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he was picked up by a num-
ber of former Chhatra League
leaders and taken away in a
vehicle, according to locals.

A few hours later, news
spread that Jahangir had
met Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, who is also the AL
chief, and decided to pull
out of the race and work for
Ajmat Ullah.

Jahangir has not been
seen in the city since.

All the mobile phones of
Jahangir, his wife, brothers
and close aides were found
switched off yesterday. His
followers and workers can-
notcommunicate with him.

Salahuddin, one of the
supporters, however, said he
had a brief mobile-phone
conversation with Jahangir
on Tuesday midnight. "He
[Jahangir] has asked us to
continue his electioneering."

Salahuddin, a resident of
Tongi Deowra area, told our
Gazipur correspondent over

yet of AL's

the telephone yesterday that
without using any loud-
speaker, they kept cam-
paigning for Jahangir by
door-to-door visits.

On Tuesday night,
Jahangir's mother Jaeda
Khatun fell sick during a
conversation with her son
over mobile phone, he
added.

Relatives of Jahangir
Alam do not want to talk
about him with journalists.

Contacted, Ataullah
Mandal, general secretary of
Gazipur sadar upazila unit
of AL, said he did not know
anything about Jahangir. "I
have not seen him for the
last two or three days.”

Rafizuddin, another local
AL leader, claimed that
Jahangir had extended his
supportto Ajmat Ullah.

Asked, AK Mozammel
Haque, president of Gazipur
district unit AL, said
Jahangir was mentally

depressed as he was dis-
suaded from contesting
against the AL-backed can-
didate.

"That is why he avoided
public appearances over the
past couple of days. But
Jahangir will join us in the
campaign for Ayjmat Ullah,"
claimed Mozammel, also an
AL lawmaker.

Mozammel said:
"Jahangir was convinced
that he would not win the
election. And party leaders
told him that he would lose
both election and party
position if he stayed in the
race.”

He said Jahangir was not
forced but convinced to
support Ajmat.

"Former leaders of the
Chhatra League were
involved in talking him
[Jahangir| into withdrawing
his candidacy because they
were his former colleagues
in politics," the AL MP said.

Extend amnesty
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will not be able to regularise
their status by this time.

Officials of Bangladesh
High Commission in
Riyadh said out of around
12 lakh Bangladeshi work-
ers in the Arab country, four
lakh were irregular. Only
about half of them could
update their passports and
other documents so far.

The rest of the irregular
workforce needed at least
three more months to get
the necessary papers, the
officials added.

Bangladesh mission
Labour Minister Emdadul
Haque said the Saudi
authorities were facing a
huge workload in the wake
of so many foreign workers
seeking to legalise their
work status.

Other labour-exporting
countries, like India,
Pakistan, Indonesia and the
Philippines, and even busi-

nesses in the Arab country
were also placing similar
requests to the Saudi gov-
ernment, Haque told The
Daily Star.

He said the Bangladesh
mission in Riyadh had
arranged a job fair on June
19 and 20 to facilitate
Bangladeshi workers to
transfer jobs and take the
opportunity of the amnesty.
A total of 50 companies
took part in the fair, added
Haque.

Saudi daily Arab News
reported that Dipu Moni
had handed over letters of
appreciation from President
Muhammad Abdul Hamid
and Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina to Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques King
Abdullah for allowing
Bangladeshi workers to
change their residency
permits and seek new
employers.

Poverty-cut rate remarkable
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MDGs. And the country
would halve the poverty
headcount to 28.5 percent
sometime 1n 2013,

"Against the odds,
Bangladesh lifted 16 mil-
lion people out of poverty in
the last 10 years, and also
reduced inequality; that is a
rare and remarkable achieve-
ment," Johannes Zutt, WB
Country Director for
Bangladesh, said at the
launching of the WB report at
Ruposhi Bangla Hotel in
Dhaka.

The lender has made six
assumptions, which show
that the poverty rate will be
between 26.31 and 28.40
percent in 2013 with an
annual average reduction of
1.73 percentage points.

According to a survey of
Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics, poverty declined
1.78 percentage points a year
between 2000 and 2005. In
the next five years, the reduc-

tion rate averaged 1.7 per-
centage points taking the
number of poor people
down to 31.5 percent of the
population.

Riding on the growth in
labour income and changes
in demographics, the num-
ber of people getting out of
poverty reached 47 million
in 2010 from nearly 63 mil-
lionin 2000.

Despite a growing popu-
lation, the number of poor
people declined by 26 per-
centin 10 years.

"The series of external
shocks that affected
Bangladesh in 2007 and
2008 did not significantly
slow down the speed of
poverty reduction,” said the
WB report titled "Bangladesh
Poverty Assessment:
Assessing a Decade of
Progress in Reducing
Poverty, 2000-2010".

The WB country director
said Bangladesh now needs
to help a growing popula-
tion of young adults obtain

the skills and education
required to find productive
work, and participate fully in
Bangladesh's social and
political life.

Speaking at the event,
Finance Minister AMA
Mubhith called for adminis-
trative reforms, and delegat-
ing more power to local
government bodies in order
to maintain the country's
economic growth and its
success in eradicating pov-
erty.

"There are 15 crore peo-
ple in the country. For this
population, everything is
decided from Dhaka. It is an
impossible task. It [the sys-
tem| is corrupt, inefficient
and wasteful, and it will
never be able to achieve total
success.”

"We have to change our
mindset of concentrating all
power in Dhaka. The situation
must change. We have to think
how we can take this adminis-
tration to the local level."

However, poverty contin-

ues to be a daunting prob-
lem, as nearly 47 million
people still live in poverty
and another 26 million in
extreme poverty.

Poverty in rural areas is
more pervasive and extreme
than in urban areas, whereas
urban areas remain relatively
more unequal, said the WB.

“For sustained poverty
reduction, Bangladesh
needs coordinated multi-
sectoral action,” said Dean
Jolliffe, senior economist of
the WB and co-author of the
report.

Hossain Zillur Rahman,
executive chairman of
Power and Participation
Research Centre, said three
governments ruled the coun-
try between 2000 and 2010,
but the change in power
didn't hinder the poverty
reduction efforts.

"It is great news for
Bangladesh. It shows that
there is a larger consensus
among political parties on
poverty reduction efforts

even though we are still
struggling with lack of con-
sensus in other areas.”

"Still, there is no ground
for complacency, as the
challenge is huge,"” said the
former adviser to a caretaker
government.

The economist said the
country would have to give
more attention to
healthcare, as medical costs
put a huge burden on people
desperately trying to extricate
themselves from poverty.

Food Minister Abdur
Razzaque said the rate of
poverty reduction in
Bangladesh is much faster
compared to the gains in
reducing malnutrition. "We
have to think about it seri-
ously."

Iffath Sharif, senior econ-
omist of the WB and co-
author of the report, said
despite global financial crisis
and food price shocks in
2007-08, Bangladesh's grad-
ual endeavour to cut the
poverty rate didn't stall.
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Hasina says it again
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Hasina, also president of the
ruling Awami League, said
the caretaker government
(this time) would try to do
everything, which the previ-
ous one could not.

Many political leaders
including Hasina and BNP
chief Khaleda Zia were putin
jail during the previous
military-backed caretaker
government's tenure.

Hasina was speaking at a
views-exchange meeting
with her party's grassroots
leaders from Pirojpur at the
Gono Bhaban yesterday.

The premier said it is true
that the CG system was
introduced in 1996 due to
their (AL) movement., “But
there were rational grounds
[forit].”

She went on, “No elec-

tions were held under the
BNP government [1991-
1996] without rigging.
That's why we had
demanded caretaker govern-
ment. But all elections held
under the present govern-
ment were free and fair.”

The AL president said the
BNP has won all city corpo-
ration elections recently, and
it is evident that only the AL
can hold free and fair elec-
tion in the country.

“The voters are free to cast
their votes. If voted, we will
remain [in power], other-
wise not,” Hasina said. They
(AL) have nothing to do if
people want to elect a politi-
cal party which “plundered
public money and involved
in terrorism.”

She said the last caretaker
government did not hold

election within the stipu-
lated period, put political
leaders and university teach-
ers in jail. Moreover, the
Supreme Court declared it
[caretaker system] illegal.

‘I don't know why BNP
wants to bring it back again,”
she said.

The premier mentioned
that an internationally
renowned person (she did
not name), who was with
the AL earlier, had said care-
taker government could stay
in power for an indefinite
period.

If a caretaker government
takes over again, Hasina said,
someone like him (jurist)
might deliver a sermon that it
could remain in office till
dooms day. And as a result, it
would try to do that.

Castigating the section of

people playing the “atheist”
card, she said, "We start our
day by offering Fajr prayers
and we pray five times a day,
still they call us atheists.
Those who get up from bed
at noon are being consid-
ered believers.”

On Sunday, the premier
said in parliament there
might not even be any polls
if a caretaker government
took over again.

About the ongoing war
crimes trial, Hasina said the
government would imple-
ment court verdicts properly.

AL leaders Satish
Chandra Roy, Mahbubul
Alam Hanif, Jahangir Kabir
Nanak, Abdul Mannan
Khan and Abul Hasnat
Abdullah were also present
at the meeting.

Facebook
broke
ferror case

AP, Jakarta

Sefa Riano didn't try to hide
his plans or his beliefs. A
Facebook page that police
traced to him is plastered
with photos of bearded men
in camouflage uniforms
holding rifles and banners
hailing "The Spirit of Jihad."

One status update in late
April apologises to his par-
ents before telling them
goodbye.

Another declares omi-
nously, "God willing, 1 will
take action at the Myanmar
embassy, hope vyou will
share responsibility for my
struggle." It ends with a
yvellow smiley face.

Days later, police arrested
Riano, whose Facebook
name is Mambo Wahab, just
before midnight in central
Jakarta. Police say he and
another man were on a
motorbike carrying a back-
pack filled with five low-
explosive pipe bombs tied
together.

Riano, 29, is awaiting
charges related to allega-
tions that he plotted to
bomb the embassy to pro-
test the persecution of
Muslims in Buddhist-
majority Myanmar.

A police investigator
revealed Riano's connection
to the page, which was still
online vyesterday, to The
Associated Press. The inves-
tigator spoke on condition
of anonymity because he is
not authorised to talk to
reporters.

The investigator said
Riano caused his own down-
fall by publicizing his mis-
sion on Facebook, but
added that police believe it
was another Facebook page
that drew him to radical
[slam to begin with.

Police said a growing



