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CITY ELECTIONS

All eyes now
on Gazipur

Rival alliances manage to
field single candidate

STAEF CORRESPONDENT

Atiqul H Chy
no more

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent playwright and
theatre personality Atiqul
Haque Chowdhury
breathed his last at a hospi-
tal in the capital last night.
He was 82.

He left behind his wife,
a daughter and a son.

Atiqul had been suffer-
ing from prostate cancer,
diabetics, asthma and
blood pressure related
complications. He was
admitted to Samarita
Hospital on Saturday.

He suffered a cardiac
arrest there yesterday eve-
ning and died around
9:45pm, said his doctors.

All eyes are now on Gazipur as the Awami League and BNP-
led alliances are backing their two local leaders for another
battle of ballots for the post of city mayor.

Scheduled for July 6, the maiden election to Gazipur City
Corporation is going to be held hot on the heels of a fierce
electoral battle between the two alliances in Rajshahi,
Khulna, Barisal and Sylhet city corporations. In all the four
cities, the BNP mayoral favourites won emphatically over
their rivals backed by AL.

In the primary battle within their own fronts, both the
alliances have become successful in keeping one leader
from their respective platforms in the mayoral race.

Withdrawal of candidacies by the Jatiya Party and Islami
Oikya Jote (10]) leaders has paved the way for Ajmat Ullah
Khan and MA Mannan to enjoy full blessings from the AL
and BNP-led alliances in the polls. Jatiya Party is a compo-
nent of the AL-led 14-party grand alliance, while the Islami
QOikya Jote belongs to BNP-led 18-party combine. His body will be kept in

More than 10 lakh voters will exercise their franchise in front of the Ekushey TV

the Gazipur polls. ) ] ) office at Karwan Bazar from
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these 'sailing stones' has been Azan Jamaat
a mystery to scientists for
nearly a century.
Now, a Nasa geologist
SEE PAGE 10 COL 4
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