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SPORT

Players threaten
league boycott

SPOETS REPORTER

In a sedden develogament
vesterday, cricketers of all
bewels decided aguinag par
ticipating in the Dhaka
Premier League, scheduled
to start on fuly 3. The ded-
sigon, made a week belore the players! trans-
fex adids 4o the woes of the league whichs las
alreacly seen repeted delays this year,

The Crckerers Wellare Association of

Bangladesh [COWAR) stated that the players
wanted 1o revert 1o the alder form of pay
mient in this vear's league as opposed 1 the
gradation sstem’ expected w0 be intro.
clawced this year. According bo the new system
ihe players would be praded as per fxed
values The alder form of payarent did not
frave any payment ceilings.

They were also againg the ‘rolaticnal
prialicy’, weendding vo which each club would
el 2 durn b0 bary a plaver. Payomend of dues
from the first and second editsons of the
Banglsdesh Premier League is another issaue
il was raised by CWAR.

The mew systems will not oaly affect the
plavers fnancially bt will also noe allow
ihe players o play for the eam of thenr
chuoice, * sid former national captain Bajin
Salbeh ata press conference in Mirpur.

Undil and uwnless they meet our
demancs reganding the Dhaka league and
the BIPL, we willl stick 1o our decision,” said
CWAR'S secretary Debaprats Faul.

Paul fuarther sabed teae the board had not
cficially men the players w discus the new
sehiemes fo be placed this year.

Earlier, following an hour-long meeting
betwee the mational and local ericheters at
Mirpaur, 1t was dec tebed] that adl thee cricketers.
ancluding the centralby-contracted plavers,
wonbd not participate in the leagus if the
demancs were not met,

The ajuestica lirasever, was wiether ihe
centmlly-contracted plavers woald be able
oy take sl a stepr. BCRS CEC Meamddin
Clsowed ey said, “As per the contact i
depends on the board's policy. While therne
'l & mention of the league in the contract,
the players will have 1o follow the policy of
the besard.

The buildugs 1o this year's Dhaka Leagnowe
Bias witmezised a0 ook phase, There were a
number of unedficial meetings betwerem the
boarnds amd the plines. The oncketers wene
aitially smainst the gracding spsten. They then
amawmmwed that while they vaere okay with the
gracling setem they veere agains the retational
preicy aned sidvmited teeie own values for the
gracles. CWAR'S Lstest annemmcernent though,
gatkoess Ul scenaricr bavckoto grownel e,

CImveELL B'EaLL

Old DOHS

De Kruif knows

FHOTO: STAR
Mohammedan striker Wahed Ahmed takes a joy rfide after seoring the all-important goal against Sheikh Jamal Dhanmondi Club during a Super

Cup malch al the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

win first
match
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Prosmeotees Old DOHE
made a winning start in
the Citycell Premier
Diivision Baskethall
League which kicked off
b the Drhanmondi
Baskethall Gymnasium
vesterclay.

They defeated Rangers
Cluby by 6355 jpaoints in
the keenly contested
match of the day. The firsd
hall of the match was ted
al 1929, Rahat scored
highest 18 points for the
wanners while Mahid
recorded highest 14
points for Rangers,

Earlier, Tasling [slam,
head of corporate com
wunicatics s of Cityeell,
imanggeatesd the meet as
the chief guest where
zeneral secretary of
Bangladesh Basketball
Federaticn and South
Astan Bashetball
Association AK Sarker was
present among alhers,

his players now
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. Bangludesls mational foothall wam coaches
Lodewtjk de Kruif and Reme Boster will leave
Dhaka tonight, belfore taking on the job
penmanently from Julby 1, alfter having a close
fook at the available plavers and a beteer
undestumding of the teom composition,

Heacl coach de Knl, whe watched gight matches of the
Supeer Cup i the Last four days, fel i gave them a good
understanding of all the availabbe plavers as they would pick
tlee finnal scpead for the national sump ahead of Seprembers
SAFF Champriomship.

“Thee Saper Cup gave us a good chanee 10 eviluae the
plavers before deciding on the fnal squad which migh be
betwesn 30 o 35 playvers, BIF |Banglaclesh  Fooball
Fecleration| has proovided ws with s list of 33 playes, bul we
will make some adjustments on the lisy” de Kool wld
reporrle s at the Bangabandbu Mational Stediem pestenday

Himwever the cosels s still concerned absmat the fitess of
some of the plavers as he was before the wour of Mepal in
March for the ATC Challenge Cup Qualifiers 18 was leami
thae a few ol the playas on the BFE provaded s might no
meakie Lthe fnal scpacd duse to ingury as the coach had alosuly
expressed s wugh stance o the Gines issue

"Fidres 1% a concem as you svw [dusiog the Super Cup
matebies | plivvers hasd o limpoollwith cramps. Fibses nesds i
b immaprreved and 1 hivve hasd a positive dasoussion wath | Kaei)
Salabwdelin about hiringa caiser, * informed de Kroil,

The Dutchman was however happy B0 see some new
stribers evolving curing this towrmament as it gave him more
opticns to choose from up froni.

Sri Lanka through to semis

MSC through, BU close in
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Two-time [inalists
Mohammedan made it to the
semifinals of the Super Cup
Foar tlsee thiind timae after dedean
i Sheikh Jamal DE1.0
thanks 1w an eighth minue
strike fromn foeward Walwed Abmed in their
Crougs Bensoanter at the Bangabandha Mational
Stacliam yesterday,

Twer wines it dwo matches 1ok the Black and
Whites into their thind towrmament semifinal of
the season, having made it inthe Federation Cup
and the Independence Cup.

In a maich which lacked much goalmouth
action, Wihed ensured all three points for the
Sdctijleeel gt by roanding off the Sheakh lumal
keeper, afler availing a defensive fumble, on a
crors [rorm fellow striker Mobarak Hossain.

The win put Mohamemedan atop Group Bwith
six podants, two clear of Brothers Union who
eailier in the rJ:l.'_n.' defited Team B 2.0,
Shekh Jamal agk humiliation as they stamd on
cuwe prorimel, with i mnas win maateh ianst BlsC
oot Weclimeschay. Even awin may not be enough for
the Dhanmoadi side if Brothers manage a draw
against Mobamomeden oo the same day.

And it seems verny musch ikely that Brodhers
can draw that match or do better, given their
petormmance yesterday, thanks 1o a 19 yearald
besrronwed siriker named Jewel Bana

Bana, an loan from second-tier clul War, was

Jewel Rana .... a Super find?

the toast of Broahers Llnion as he smck tvo poals
i their 21 victory over Tesm BIMC, The lanky
Fapward, who lad seared the anly goal in theic 1
1 drw zgainst Sheikh Jamal an Saturclay, sored
either ssde of a goal by BIMC stmker Toklish
Alurmed v send the opponents out of the meet.
Thee Jhenwlah native thanked his coach For
grving him the chance to play, which he grabised
with boeh lansds "1 thank the coach For giving mee
the chance in the staning eleven and 1 am very
baagepry 1o Gimad goals in bedh matches, " said Rana

alter his exploits yestenday,

While Bana's heroics umiped BIMC, it alsor
ok huis side 1o foar poines, theee dlear of Sheikh
Tamal, with one round of matches remaining, A
clraw on Wiednesday against Mohammedan will
b enomgl o see the Oranges in the semilinals, a
stage they reached @0 the inasupural edition in
2009,

Favna gave the Gopibagh outfin a deserved beac
in the Ldth minute, having dominated early
possession and attacks, by turming in a glancing
header on a well-judged cross om forwand
Yol Bifal

Bational siriker Toklish hitthe equaliser in the
Alst minute with a slapped attemgs from insice
thee baox, and pest when the match looked headexd
terwardds a slalemate, Baoma made the differences in
the 82nd minwte, Micking in a square pass from
Kool Islam, o seal the victon:,

Hana, whao staied playing foothall in iner
school tourmament, made his presence (elt in
Dhaka foothall in the Secomd Division and
then joined First Division side Mohakhbali
Ekadash where be scorsd cight goals. He then
moved o Wark Club for the Bangladesh
Champicnship League and seored only three
goals  before Brothers hired him Tor the
money-spinning Super Cup owhere he has
already made a name.

“mlly v is wo seoure aplace in the national
siche.” sadd Bana, "1 doa’t know if [ could dras the
altention of the national coach, bue 1 will con
gine with moy eflors wtil Lam nogiced.”

SL-AUS SCORERBDARD

AFP, Famlm

Sr Lanka barged into the
Charmpions Trogdw  semi
finals with a 20-run victony
ower Dol clers Awsiralia in the
last lesgue match at the Cval
it Loneea on Momlay.

The Blanders, who needed a3 win o
reneain in Lhe coampetition, rosibie oty agpres
sive hall-centuries from Mahela
layanwandens amdd Lahira Thirimanne o
coore 2538 after being sent in o bat

Seamer Muwan Kulasekara then picled
ups thres wickets, elfected a man-out and pook
2 cateh as the Ausiraliane were bowled ot
fur 23%in 42,3 overs.

Sri Lanka and Englanc Faished level with
fomur points ssch, bat the hosts opped the
crovprdue o a superior nel nos-rate ansd will
meel group B orunnersap South Africa in
Wisdmesday's semi-final at the Owval.

Sri Lanka will clash with group B vanners
Inchian i the seconad semi-fnal by Candiff oo
Thussday bn aa repeat of the 2001 Wodd Cup
firmal in Mumbai which the Incdians won

The final is scheduled 1o be played at
Ecdgbaston, Birminglam on Sunaday,

layawardene, who became the sighth
barlsmman bo complete 10,000 cne-day ning
wehien he reschied 62, anchored the maddie
crder with an unbeaten B4 off 81 balls

Aazsdralis, wher needed o owin in 29,1 overs
to gjualify;, macde o brave bid 1o foarce their fost
vickory in the toumanment with belligerent
brantinig led by Aclaom Voges' iopscone of 49,

The Ausies were 19227 when the lasg
wicket pair of Climl MeKay and Xavier
Dieslvierty ganve Sei Lanka a fright by adding 41
amic mounting tension.

Tillakaratne Dilshan ended the deuma
with a spectacular return cxlch W dismiss
wAcEay. whwo muacde s career. best 30, Dohery
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5ri Lanka balzman Mahela Jayawardena
jumps 1o negotiate a rising delivery on
way to an unbeaten B4,

remained unbreatenon L5,

The fghtback would lave been fallowed
keenly by BMew Fealand, who would have
joined England in the seoi-finals if the last
pair had scored the rermaining mns

In thee emad, the Black Caps were stranced
o three perints, one behind both England
and Sri Lanka Australia finished with just
conle prsinnt Ehroaeeh a rain- adfected oaane.

Pererallrwb labnsos !
Dulshar c\Watson bDoharty i

fangakbaracManwelbbclay 1
Taitmarne<Waisanbichasan &7

Exiras: (b5 I2-? w4, nk-2) i
Totat [FerEskisin 53 owers) 253
[vdnet bt Eranga.

fall of wickeix 18, 1-3a, 1-52, 4-
138 5159, 020, P304 3- 134,

Bowler 0 M E W
Ichssan 10 ] w1
Mriag 10 1 31 1
foubner 4 ] 1
Malsan 4 i] 1% 1]
Dakeriv 10 1 in 1
Marth 2 1] 11 1]
Marwmek 3 1] 1 1]
BUSTRELIA

Masan bk elasskan 4
HaghesclangabKulnekara 13
Wareel bMalinga n
Bl by rumont K laekaa| 4
vegescErangal Herath =
Marsh bMathewss 4

‘WadeclibshanbBplasstan 10

Fauboner c tSangakhara b Eeath 17
Ichasancfuaseha bEranga 4

Mooy cE-bDikhan B 1|
Daberty pod et 13
Tofakall aut; 42 3 aweersi 15
Fall afwichets 1-9, 244, 5-55, 465, §
A30-10, 1101 5168 9-150, 10241
Bowling 0 M E W
Eunga E T o
LITELE] FIr S | v 1
Malng2 0 MO
Hznaih i a L 2
Matheras E| 1] Il 1

Inlthar 1.1 1] 11 1
Result: 5n Larka wan &y 30 nues
MOM: Mabela yewerdeae.

All the

lapasardene st ast n
Maiterws bFaelirer 11
fhandimalchgheiblaknien 11
Sulzsebana nm e B
Harathrum ot 1 BrsHwAanT By
Mabnga mtaw 1

As a rule the
Bangladedy Criclel
Board [(HBCHR)
should dictage
terms regaedinng all
cricheting affairs in
the country. But when it comes to
the Huaka Premnser Cricket Leagus,
the garme's governing body unlor
tnatedy asumes the role of a b
ardinate v the mighy clulbs,

The events surmouncing this vear's
league. currently the booe S
coenpetition in the couniry,  has
parinbed a sordic pictune of crcket in
the cosntry: This has been a perenmnial
cat-amdmouse gune  between  the
chiebs ancl el boand every ssison,

Every season the clubs seem 1o
CONTE up with ways Ak IL.'||:|:||:|rr the
progress of the competition. This
seasomn, they sasd that they will naot
]:llu:.r the |1.'.j|q|.|1.' without the
matianal players, which delayed the
start of the league. Then they said
thuat they cles ot waont 1o play woder
the old paymment sysbeon, which led
thee board 1o come up with @ new
payment plan, afer which the clubs
decided thal they want 1w devise
it o paymicnl sohere,

True, onwe club oricket was the
main attraction and the devoted

POWwWEI,

very little pride

club officials plaved a big mle in
ke piingg the garme alive in the coun
try. D credit must be gven o
them for e progress of ericket bug
the reality is that those golden days
are gome. Times have changed bug
unforunately we have  persisted
with the ald, aflen fawed, way of
concweting deanestic cricket.

Even toxday it is the club officials
whodictate terms on how the coun
try's maost popalar game will be

rume. Ancd now the clubs are also
claiming much bigger stakes with
demarnds o double their council
Loarship righis. Thas shouled net have
been the case but seill it i happen
v as the decentralisation ol ericket
iz & distant dream. If it theie pro
fessional obligaton, then it is a
mional obligation for the clubs o
ensune their smooth participation
in the league The fosmation of
their cwn tems belore the league

season beging i85 now their only
comtribution o cricket ~ a contri
basticen of diminishing imporance,
in an expanding  Bangladeshi
crichel horizon, which las allouwaed
them dispropontionate mfluence.

The mosa pathetic amd shomedul
fact i that the bard has been paving
money o the clubs a a ‘grang' o
petrticipente inothe leage, This season,
thiae grang will be almost doabde that
ool the Bt sesisn i€ thwe boand i alabe o
st the league at all this veac I is
sitrply a riclieubous state of affaics,

W never hear ideas aboat how
the clubs can make the tournamend
miere atbractive and commercially
vizhle: instead they only create
problems as the ieason
appross-hies.

The baoand however canaa shy
away from s responsibility of mak
ing sure that tee S0-meer comnpeti
tian s um in the propes way. Ao il
l|:|r_|.' hanve 10 grand mwaney W the
clubs 1o get the kague off the
ground, it stands 10 nmson that the
BCE b allowed 1o un it on their
oot bermi I tha case 1E|.e'_|.' mst
think abeout hoar they can make the
sational Cricket Leapue's one-day
format a competitive one that can
Fullfil the needs of the plagens. Ceding
the high groasmd 1o the shonsighted
chighs i certainky nod the way




