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Victims of apathy and neglect

HILE Bangladesh

observed June 12 as the

'"World Day against
Child Labour' providing a spot-
light on children engaged in
domestic work, a staggering num-
ber of children, more than 40
million under the age of 14
engaged in child labour, depicts a
grim picture. A report carried by a
Bangla daily on June 6 quoting a
BIDS survey conducted in the recent past says that 75% of
the 10 lakh children roaming the streets of Dhaka spend
their nights on the streets and pavements of Dhaka,
mostly without food. According to a baseline survey con-
ducted by the Labour Ministry and Unicef in recent time, the
number of child workers engaged in hazardous jobs in the
country is about 79 lakhs with 15 lakhs working in urban
areas. Tragically, against the backdrop of the World Day
against Child Labour, a survey conducted by Unicef points
out that that 3 lakh children below 16 years are working as
domestic help in the capital city alone.

Although the number of children enrolled in primary
schools ranges up to 75%, almost 60% of them drop out,
mainly due to poverty. Only 40% can somehow cross the
primary stage of schooling. The number of street children
in the country eking out a miserable existence without
food, nutrition, and shelter, as revealed by Unicef, is 18
lakhs. Child labour, is closely associated with poverty and
denies children their right to education.

In Bangladesh, many poor families depend on the
contributions of a child to the household's income, and
place more importance to work than on education. When
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a family has to make a
choice between send-
ing either its boy or
girl to school, it is
often the girl who
loses out.

While other coun-
tries in the world talk
about the need to
invest in their youth,
much of Bangladesh
has converted its
youth into a perni-
cious capital invest-
ment: too many chil-
dren are working in
different fields, and
most dreadful jobs.
In a host of small
scale factories and
work houses, it 1is
children who dip
match sticks into phosphorous, mix the gunpowder for
fire crackers, roll bidis, and weave the carpets.

Despite the fact that child labour has been withdrawn
from the garments sector following international pres-
sure, there are reports that many child domestic workers
live and work under conditions that are oppressive,
exploitative, abusive and the pay worse than what adults
would accept for the same work. These are the children
who are working either to support themselves or their
families. The number of children doing odd and danger-

Although international law prohibits child labour under
14, it flourishes on a rampant scale in the country.

r ous jobs far outnum-
ber those 10,000
children withdrawn
from the garments
factories.

Despite sanctimo-
nious pronounce-
ments by the govern-
ment and existence of
tougher laws, child-
sex industry is boom-
ing in the country.
Grim accounts of poor
girls under 14 traf-

ficked outside the
country continue to
pour in.

— The spurt of vio-

lence against minor
girls in the country is
alarming. We learnt
with trepidation
incidents of rape in the country. One wonders whether the
society and the government have done anything to protect
the minor girls. The report carried by Human Rights section
of ODHIKAR said that 299 adult women and 473 tender
aged girls were victims of rape in 201 2.

Regretably, interntional and national summits and
seminars to address the issue remain confined to
taking agenda. Recommendations made to the policy
makers year after year in the National Child Domestic
Workers (CDW) convention about empowering chil-
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dren economically as well as arresting other forms of
exploitation, creating job opportunities for parents
and enacting laws to protect child workers from abuse
and exploitation are fine on paper but implementation
of the recommendations seems to be a far cry.

A silent revolution resulting from the simmering
discontent that is brewing up, may in no time throw us
in the web of danger. Children who assembled in the
Osmany Hall in 2010 responded in one voice that they
would never like to work as domestic workers as they
miss their parents, and cannot have food and breakfast
as provided for the children of their employers, and
have none to share their emotions. These children also
mentioned that if their parents had enough opportuni-

ties to work in the village they would never have come to
the city to work as CDWs.
Although international law prohibits child labour

under 14

, it flourishes on a rampant scale in the country.

How do we fight shy of the problem that warrants our
attention most?
Political leaders and people belonging to all shades of

opinion

must realise that the time for reckoning has

arrived. If the country has to prosper, itshould nothave a
lackluster education system that denies rights of this

neglected section to education. It should not have

chil-

dren belonging to the under-privileged class being turned

away from hospitals

or dying on the street of drug over-

dose or becoming victims of random crime because they
were at the wrong place at the wrong time.

The writer is a columnist for the The Daily Star.
E-mail: aukhandk@gamil.com
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NYONE who has been to Istanbul in the last few

yvears will likely testify Turkey as a role model state

for Muslims or for any other denomination. Scenes
of firefighting on the streets of Ankara gives a feeling of
betrayal mixed with curiosity. It is really a shame that scene
at Taksim Square should remind one of Tahrir Square.
Irritating it must be for a country aspiring greater leadership
in the region.

Admirers of the Turkish people, culture and history com-
ment, "This should not have happened here, the govern-
ment should have softened up, Turkey is not Egypt or Syria,
and Erdogan is no Mubarak or Assad.” The last point
demands a closer look. No other leader since Kemal Ataturk
was both as successful and as admired as Erdogan. Adnan
Menderes won 3 consecutive elections in the 1950's before
he was removed in a coup. It was Erdogan who brilliantly
united the political, economic, social and international
policies under his stewardship and paved the way for the
republic's superior standing in the region and beyond.

During the transition stage in Egypt, one newspaperran a
headline, "Lend us Erdogan for a month," hinting at his
legendary ability to get things done efficiently. Political
analysts in the Middle East believed Erdogan could resolve
many problems in the most turbulent region in the world.
Back at home Taksim Square has brought an unwanted
prospect to the legendary
premier.

The protests which
started out for environmen-
tal protection have turned
into an anti-Erdogan, anti-
AKP movement due to the
heavy handed actions of the
police. This comes at the
worst possible time for the
administration. Turkey's position on Syria has created a
complex situation as the ups and downs of the Syrian civil
war has complicated Erdogan’s position domestically and
internationally.

Turkey threw its weight behind the rebels in a bloody
civil war that may have taken up to 80,000 lives already. Did
Turkey do the right thing by supporting the rebels in Syria?
While an average person would like to see the end of
Baathist control in Damascus, very few in fact know about
Syrians' choice for leadership. The other side of the story is
the militant group's loyalty was purchased by secretive
monarchies fearful of mass uprisings in other Arab capitals.
The civil war, if this hypothesis is true, would be a proxy war
at others' behest. This puts Syrian lives in the line of fire for
the sake of the region's self-seeking administrations. This
does not go well with Turkish civilisation. Turkish people,
historically famous for their invincibility, strength and
bravery, will not compromise on this all important matter
of being partly responsible for the loss of Syrian lives.
Turkey 1s providing food, shelter and medicine for refugees
at the Syrian border.

Western media is talking about Erdogan's replacement
by 2015. Under AKP's rules Erdogan can't run for a fourth
term. There are three names going around, among them are,
foreign minister Ahmet Dovotoglu, whose popularity runs
beyond not only AKP but also beyond Turkish borders.
Dovutoglu is said to be a favourite in Tunis, the birth place
of the Arab Spring. Deputy Prime Minister Arinc is also

Under Erdogan's leadership, Turkey became
debt free from IMF. AKP's political and
social framework was admired and
promoted as a role model for the
greater Muslim world.

58" cabinet from the Justice and Development Party (AK
Party). On August 29, 2007, he was named Minister of
Foreign Affairs of in the cabinet of re-elected Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. Babacan succeeded Abdullah Giil,
who became President.

Babacan, unlike most populist politicians, keeps a low
profile, preferring to build his own political elevator
through an intelligent mix of efficiency, loyalty, vision and
delivery. Justice and Development Party (AKP) led by pre-
mier Erdogan provided the bedrock for a steady political
course to chart through what used to be a turbulent path.
Post Arab Spring North African governments have in one
way or another tried to fashion themselves as Muslim
democracies based on the AKP model. Ali Babacan was one
of the co-founders of AKP.

While Dovutoglu enjoys a popular support base in and
outside Turkey, the responsibility for taking over from the
most successful modern leader of the Republic may fall on
the hands of an extra-ordinary, quiet, efficient minister of
Economy. An important reason for this may be his interna-
tional reputation amongst the world's most influential
people.

Since the fiery days of 2011 Arab Spring stability has
been remote. The current situation in the Middle East and
Africais gasping for a fresh breath of air. Alotis depending
on the outcome in Syria where regional powers have taken
positions which look
impossible to reverse with-
out a miracle.

Assad's forces are on the
counter offensive after
resting Qusayr from the
rebels. Assad looks all set to
take control over the strate-
gic region of Aleppo.
Furthermore, Assad is
better positioned after the hugely damaging report
about the use of poison gas "sarin" by the rebels. Earlier
it was assumed Syrian forces had used chemical weap-
ons. Assad and his international supporters now have a
case in hand. Rebels' use of deadly chemical weapons
has severely damaged any chance of imposing "No Fly
Zone" strategy, although this position could be tempo-
rary.

Premier Erdogan had taken a strong stand against
Bashar Al-Assad. If Bashar wins, one must assume, his
rivals will logically loose. More importantly, those who
had supported the rebels will need to answer why they
provided support and shelter to militants who used chem-
ical weapons on civilians. States backing rebel groups
could be accused of helping fuel the rise of another armed
militant insurgency in the region.

For Erdogan this sort of accusation will not fit in at all
with his legendary status. Under his leadership, Turkey
became debt free from IMF AKP's political and social
framework was admired and promoted as a role model for
the greater Muslim world. Premier Erdogan's statesman-
ship, leadership and vision has a confirmed place in
Turkish history. His legacy should not come to an uncere-
monious end. It would be a loss for the republic and its
admirers.

The writer is Director, Financial Excellence Limited.

Draft propasals, write emails, and
chat with your friends. You can

Hybrid Meets Creativity

Work and play with a stroke of creativity.

NEVER A DULL MOMENT

All it takes is a smoaoth slide to make
the seamless transition between the
Slate and Keyboard Modes. In Slate
Mode, you can tap and drag

your way through the
incredible wealth of
infermation available
on the Infermet,

. :l"' -:=:_

do it all in the Keyboard Mode of
the VAIO™ Duo 11. Simply slide

the integrated keyboard ouf from
the Slate Mode to go from fun fo
function in one seamless motion.

=

o T LE:-.
- -
L] L ﬂ ! h_"' gt

w-"

A i

e
g

il
it

et el
Folrgns

ot

G

/
2 : m DIGITIZER STYLUS — )
A ~ = Write, draw and sketch the way, i

Introducing Sony VAIO Laptops

+

you're used to. The VAIO™ Duo
1 features Palm Rejection
technology so you can rest
your palm and wrist on the
screen while using the stylus.
Go beyond pen and paper, this
is creativity made intuitive.

Beautiful, fast, fluid Bl Windows 8

Original Windows" 8 OS included ?E';;&.
with all VAIO Series

|

in Bangladesh

VAIO® Duo 11

Intelf Core™ i7-3517U Processor
1.90 GHz with Turbo Boost up to 3 GHz
Criginal Windows 8 Pro &4 bit

11.6 inch wide (Full HD: 1920 x

T-Series

Intelf Core™ i7-35370

Processor 2 GHz

Turbo Boost up te 3.10

GHz

S-Series

Intalfl Coma™ i5-32710M
Procassor 2.50 GHz with
Turbo Boost up to 3,10 GHz
Driginol Windows 8 &4 bit
HOD: 750 GB (Serial ATA,

with

1080) TFT colour display (VAID Original Windows & 44 bit 400 rpm)
Disploy Plus, LED bocklight, 13.3 inch wide 10-point Powerful discrele graphics:
OpfiCantrast™ Panel) mechanism SSD: 256 GB NVIDIA® GeForca® GT
sheak. light and full featured TOUCH G40M LE 1 GB
Utrabook™ SCREEN
SVD11214PGE TK.1,85,000 SVT13137C68 TK.1,75,000 SVS13125CEE TK. 99,000
E-Series Intel@ Core™ (5-3230M Processor E-Series Intel® Core™ 5-3230M E-Series Intel® Core™ i3-3120M

2.60 GHz with Turbso Boost up 1o
3.20 GHz
Criginal Windows & &4 bit

' 14 inch wide 10-point

% multl fouch screen

V High Audio @uality with "xLOUD",

Procassor 2.60 GHz with

Procassar 2.50 GHz

Turbo Boost up fo 3.20 GHz Criginal Windows 8 Single
Original Windows 8 Single Languoge &4 bit
Longuage &4 kit HDD: 500 GB (Saerial ATA.
HDD; 500 GB (Serial ATA, 5400 rpm)

5400 rpm) High Audio @uality with
High Audio &uality with "xLOUD" and "Clear Phase"
*LOUD" and "Clear Phasa®

TK. 75,000 SVE14133CVB TK. 62,000

FREE @EH 4GB Sony Pen Drive + Carrying Bag

“Claar Phasa" and DaloyE

Home Theaotenf w4 TOUCH
SVE14A36CGS TK.1,05,000 SCREEN SVE14136CVB
E-Series

E-Series
Intel@d Core™ i3-3110M

Processar 2.40 GHz"10riginal
Windows 8 &4 bit

14 inch wide (WXGA: 1366 x
768) TFT colour display (VAIO
Dizpiay. LED backlight)

TK. 59,900

SVE14122CVE SVE11136CGE

Available at [ S10IVR'AY//) V- N [EICH Outlets

AMD E2-2000 Acceleraled
Processor [1.75 GHE)
Original Windows 8 64 bil
11.4 inch wide (WXGA:
1368x7T68) TFT colour display

AVANLS) I ;
Uy Siisirt,

(VAID Display, LED chﬂlmf} OFFICIAL f
amsenn | (G| e Assared!
It makes a difference!

TK. 49,900

Sonartori Tower : 9663556, Shimanto Square (Old Rifles Square) : 9650901,
9139200, Sony Center Bashundhara City : 9111440, Ext. 106013, Palton Mor : 9555519, 9563433, Mouchak : 9331870, 01816747841,

Lalmatia 2118328, Sony Center, Gulshan-1: 9883344,

Uttara

Airport Road : 8124986, 01727083909, Farmgate:

8911971, Chittagong Wasa Corner 611334,

01815005141, 01552384597




