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Longing for a
lively canal

KM RezauL HAQUE, Gaibandha

Thousands of poor farmers and fishermen
have seen their livelihood options dwindle
due to the siltation of the Lenga Canal during
dry season.

[n the 1990s the 45-kilometre canal that
connects the Ghaghat river to the Jamuna at
Gaibandha sadar was a major irrigation water
and fish cultivation resource. However, the
canal has suffered from siltation in more
recent years.

As a result during the monsoon months
the canal overflows, with riverside crops
inundated, while in winter months it remains
dry, said Nasimuddin, secretary of the Lenga
Canal Water Management Society.

“Until 2004, we used canal water to irri-
gate Boro, but with siltation our fate became
bleak,” said Rafiqul Mia, a farmer of
Kashdaha village. He said alternative irriga-
tion from deep tube wells cannot be man-
aged while shallow tube wells often fail to
draw water during Boro season.

Sudhir Chandra, a fisherman of village
Ramjibon, said fishermen used to cultivate

fish throughout the year but now remain
jobless during winter.

Agriculture officials said around 5000
acres of land could be cultivated during dry
season had there been water in the canal
during winter.

ATM Mahbub Alam, chairman of
Dhopadanga union parishad, said at least
5,000 people could cultivate land or fish if the
canal is excavated, with an embankment
built on the both sides.

In 2000, the Local Government
Engineering Department, LGED, partly
excavated Lenga canal and installed two
sluice gates to control water overflow during
the monsoon and store water during win-
ter.

Shamsul Arefin Khan, upazila engineer of
LGED in Sunderganj, told The Daily Star
authorities have approved Tk 1.5 lakh to
excavate the canal from Dakhin Ramjibon to
Nagar Katgora in Bamondana.

Nasimuddin said however, that this
money is nothing compared to the need. "We
want comprehensive planning for excavation
and adequate funding,” he said.

Barisal
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Rebel Awami League candi-
date Mahmudul Haque
Khan Mamun also alleged
that his agents had been
driven away by Hiron's men
from some poll centres.

Hiron's close associate
Baloram Poddar denied the
allegations. He rather
alleged that some presiding
and assistant presiding
officers had been favouring
Kamal.

The Daily Star correspon-
dents visited at least 50 BCC
poll centres in 20 wards and
talked to more than 150
agents of both Kamal and
Hiron. They said voting was
peaceful in their centres.

"So far the election was
free and fair. We did not face

any problem," said Nobin
Hossain Sajal, a polling
agent of Kamal at Nuria
High School centre in ward-
12. More than 60 of Kamal's
other agents also said the
same.

Meanwhile, some unto-
ward incidents took place in
three to four polling centres.

In Rupatoli Government
High School centre, AL
supporters assaulted former
BNP lawmaker of Barisal-4
constituency Abul Hossain,
who is an outsider in BCC
areas, and a few of his men
in front of Hiron and Kamal
around 1:40pm. The inci-
dent halted the voting there
for more than an hour,

Voting also remained

suspended for more than an
hour in Diapara
Government Primary
School centre due to vandal-
ism at a booth by some AL
men,

Witnesses said the AL
activists snatched some
ballot papers from the pre-
siding officer, stamped
those and put them into
ballot boxes.

Law enforcers took con-
trol over the situation and
detained Shahin Shikder,
top leader of city Jubo
League, in connection with
the incident.

Voting resumed there at
5:00pm.

Earlier, around 10:30am,
Sramik League leader Aftab

Hossain  threatened jour-
nalists of dire consequences
if any photograph of the
beating of a local BNP
leader at Chahotpur
Primary School was pub-
lished.

In another incident,
activists of Chhatra League,
pro-AL student body,
assaulted two wokers of
Jubo Dal, pro-BNP youth
organisation, at Kaunia
Girls High School centre.

Hiron cast his vote at
Nuria High School centre
around 8:30am while
Kamal at Barisal Polytechnic
Institute centre around
9:10am. Both were looking
confident about winning
the poll.

Khulna
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after five years. So, [ want to
enjoy theday ... ," hetold The
Daily Star at city's Igbalnagar
Secondary Girls High School
polling centre.

It was a festival for the city.
At dozens of voting centres,
voters were seen standing in
long queues. They cast their
votes peacefully.

Casting their votes, three
mayoral candidates -- ruling
alliance-backed Talukder
Abdul Khaleque, opposition
alliance-backed
Moniruzzaman Mony and
Jatiya Party-backed Shafiqul
Islam Modhu -- told report-
ers that voting was going on
peacefully and fairly.

However, after the polling
was done, Mozibar Rahman,
chief electoral agent for JP-
backed Modhu, told The
Daily Star that the adminis-
tration was biased and that
it took no action though
supporters of two rival can-
didates were violating elec-
toral code of conduct.

Meanwhile, the death of
Shah Alam Sarder, 45, caused
WOITY aMONg SOIMe voters.

Alam, an employee of
Crescent Jute Mills at city's
Khalishpur, died around
11:30am following “law
enforcers' action on a pro-
cession” brought out by
activists of Islami Andolan
Bangladesh at Crescent Jute

Mills area around 9:30am.

Activists of Islami Andolan
Bangladesh claimed that
Alam died due to police beat-
ing at People's Rail Gate area.

Wahiduzzaman, senior
assistant superintendent of
police, said, "None made such
allegations against them."
Police admitted to chasing
the demonstrators away.

Alam's elder son Md Al
Amin said, "After the police
action my father returned
home and said he was feeling
sick. We took him to three
hospitals.”

First, he was taken to the
healthcare department of the
jute mill, where he was given
painkillers for chest pain. He

was then rushed to
Khalishpur Clinic and then
to Gazi Medical College and
Hospital.

Doctor Syed Taherul Islam
of Khalishpur Clinic told The
Daily Star, "I received him
alive and found problems in
his heart. I referred him to
Gazi Medical College and
Hospital. T think he might
have died of cardiac arrest.”

Gazi Mizanur Rahman,
owner of Gazi Medical
College and Hospital, said, "I
received him dead."

Talking to reporters, BNP-
backed mayor aspirant
Moniruzzaman Mony
blamed law enforcers for
Alam's death.

Sylhet
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63, was pleased with the
peaceful atmosphere at the
polling centre. As she could
not get upstairs, a police-
man took her into the poll-
ing booth.

"Who knows it may be the
last poll in my life. So [ could
not stay back at home," said
Taslima, a resident of
Dariapara.

Like the two, many females
alongside male voters
thronged the 127 polling
centres in the city to exercise
their franchise.

Long queues of voters
snaked outside the polling
booths as soon as polling

opened at 8:00am. The
number of voters decreased

as the day progressed.
Kewapara resident Sharif

Hossain Khan cast his vote at
Blue Bird School and College
polling centre. He was
pleased to see that there was
no unnecessary gathering at
the entrance to the polling
centre.

Throughout the day, no
untoward incident was
reported from any part of the
city. Police and Ansar men
remained wvigilant at the
polling centres, while Rapid
Action Battalion personnel

were seen dispersing any
crowd on streets.

Members of Border Guard
Bangladesh patrolled several
major roads. No motorised
vehicles, except for some
transport approved by the
Election Commission, plied
the city thoroughfares,

Talking to newsmen, both

the frontrunner mayor aspi-
rants expressed confidence
that they would win the
mayoral race if the polls
ended peacefully.

"I will win the election if it
ends peacefully like the way it
has begun,” Awami League
favourite Badar Uddin
Ahmed Kamran said after
casting his vote at Sylhet
Govt Pilot Boys High School
around 9:00am.

BNP backed candidate
Ariful Haque Chowdhury
expressed similar views to
reporters at Raynagar Govt
Primary School.

MUHITH DENIES
ALLEGATION

Finance Minister AMA
Mubhith yesterday rejected the
allegation that he has
breached the electoral code

of conduct, reports UNB.

“On Friday, two MPs met
me.... They aren't voters.
Apart from them, [ didn't
meet anyone else. Those
who are saying that I've
violated the election laws
are rubbish and bogus.
Kamran [Badar Uddin
Ahmed] didn't go to my
residence, for which you
could say that the election
laws might have been vio-
lated,” he told newsmen
after casting his wvote at
Durgakumar Pathshala
polling centre in Sylhet.

The wveteran minister
reached there at noon by a
rickshaw without any police
protection.

He claimed that the polls
were being held in a free and
fairmanner.

Pak militants kill 25
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Interior Minister Chaudhry
Nisar said the bus bomb
killed 14 students and
wounded 19.

"As casualties were being
brought to the hospital terror-
ists had taken position inside
the hospital building," he told
reporters.

"They opened fire on
administration and police
officials who arrived at the

hospital. One suicide bomber
blew himself up in the hospi-
tal.”

Nisar said he was unable to
give exact casualty figures for
the hospital attack, but Abdul
Wasey, spokesman for the
paramilitary Frontier Corps
earlier said 11 were killed and
17 wounded in the bomb-
ing.

Lashkar-e-Thangvi, a mili-
tant group offically banned

by the government in 2002,
claimed responsibility for
both attacks.

The bus targeted in yester-
day's attack was from Sardar
Bahadur Khan Women's
University, which is located
close to a Shiite Hazara neigh-
bourhood in Quetta, and
many Hazaras are students.

Baluchistan, which bor-
ders Iran and Afghanistan, is
rife with Islamist militancy

and a regional insurgency
waged by separatists demand-
ing political autonomy and a
greater share of profits from
the region's natural
resources

Overnight, separatist
militants blew up a historic
building in Baluchistan
linked to Pakistan's founding
father, Mohammad Ali
Jinnah, razing its structure to
the ground.
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[iton blasts
'‘advance'
results on TVs

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

Ruling Awami League-
backed mayoral hopeful
AHM Khairuzzaman Liton
last night blasted TV chan-
nels for airing polls results
“in advance.”

"The way television
channels were broadcast-
ing news in favour of
Bulbul [BNP-backed candi-
date] was illegal. I reject the
results [aired by TV chan-
nels]," Liton told a press
conference at the party
office at Laxmipur intersec-
tion in the city around
9:00pm.

He said he would accept
the results only after the
formal announcement
from the Election
Commission.

Several hundred leaders
and activists of AL and its
associate bodies brought
out a procession chanting
slogans in favour of Liton.

At one stage, Rab person-
nel charged batons to dis-
perse the AL men.
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The Lenga Canal at Sundarganj in Gaibandha has become seriously narrow and shallow, leaving farmers, who depend on it
for irrigation, worried. In the lean season, the 45km water body dries up. Experts say if there was water in the canal during
winter, around 5,000 acres of land could be cultivated in the season.
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EVM proved
easy to use

cast her vote at the same centre, said, "It was

STAR REPORT

The voters appreciated the small-scale use of
electronic voting machines (EVM) in four
city corporation elections yesterday as they

found it very handy.

The Election Commission (EC) used
EVMs at 13 polling centres under four wards
in four city corporations
Khulna, Barisal, and Sylhet -- where the
number of voters was over 10,000 alto-

gether.

Casting vote through EVMs was a matter
of enjoyment to many, especially the youn-
ger ones, while some voters found it incon-

venient.

"It's a new experience for me. It's also a
hassle-free system,” said a smiling Abu
Taher after casting his vote at Roshomoy

centre in Sylhet.

Laboni Das of Sepoypara in Rajshahi was
more excited after exercising her franchise at

TIC centre.

"It was very easy and swift. This system
should be introduced in all elections,”

Laboniadded.

Forty-eight-year-old Selina Khatun, who

just a matter of pressing some buttons. 1
found no difficulty as I took part in a mock
voting a week before the polls.”

Zahrool Islam, presiding officer of the

centre, said voters were very enthusiastic

Rajshahi,

about the use of EVMs.

"About 30 percent of total 2,418 votes
were cast within first three hours,” he said,
adding that voting through EVMs was faster
than the conventional voting system.

In Khulna, some voters however claimed

that the orientation programme carried out
by the EC to make the EVM system familiar
to the voters was insufficient.

"We did not take part in mock voting.

That is why, 1 faced some problems while
voting through the new system," said
Saherunnessa, a voter of Crescent Alim

Madrasa centre in Khulna.

Mustata Faruk,
Khulna, said voters had responded posi-

returning officer of

tively to the use of EVMs.

added.

The systern should be expanded, he

In Barisal, women speedily cast votes

through EVMs, election observers noted.

Moderate Rohani wins by landslide
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"l urge everyone to help the
president-elect and his
colleagues in the govern-
ment, as he is the president
of the whole nation,”
Khamenei added.

Celebratory crowds
assembled near Rohani's
headquarters in downtown
Tehran a few hours before
his victory was confirmed.

"Long live reform, long
live Rohani," chanted the
throngs, according to wit-
nesses at the scene.
"Ahmadi, bye bye" they
added in reference to
Ahmadinejad, another
witness there said.

Others flashed the vic-
tory sign and chanted slo-
gans in favour of
Mirhossein Mousavi, who
reformist supporters
believe was robbed of the
2009 election by what they
say was vote rigging to
return Ahmadinejad to
office.

"Mousavi, Mousavi, [ got
back your vote" and
"Mousavi, Mousavi, con-

gratulations on your vic-
tory," the crowds shouted.

Rohani will take up the
presidency, the highest
elected office in Iran's
hybrid clerical-republican
system, in August.

Security forces crushed
protests following the 2009
election - several people
were killed, hundreds were
detained. Mousavi and his
fellow reformist candidate
are still being held under
house arrest. Authorities
say the election was free and
fair.

Rohani's wide margin of
victory revealed a wide-
spread reservoir of reform
sentiment with many vot-
ers, undaunted by restric-
tions on candidate choice
and campaign rallies, seiz-
ing the chance to rebuke
the unelected power elite
over Iran's economic miser-
ies, international isolation
and crackdowns on secular
lifestyles.

[n an apparent move to
convey political continuity
to both domestic and for-

eign audiences, Khamenei
congratulated both the
people of Iran for the high
turnout in the polls and
Rohani for his electoral
success.

Rohani's nearest rival
was conservative Tehran
Mayor Mohammad Baqger
Qalibaf, a long way behind
with less than 16 percent.
Other hardline candidates
close to Khamenei, includ-
ing current nuclear negotia-
tor Saeed Jalili, scored even
lower.

Rohani's campaign was
endorsed by pragmatic
former president Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani after
the latter was barred from
running by a state vetting
body - out of concern,
analysts said, that he could
prove too powerful a rival
to Khamenei.

Rohani received another
big lift when reformists led
by ex-president
Mohammad Khatami
swung behind him after
their own lacklustre candi-
date, Mohammad Reza

Aref, withdrew to help
consolidate the non-
conservative vote.

In contrast, several high-
profile conservatives with
close ties to powerful clergy
and Revolutionary Guards
chiefs failed to unite
behind a single candidate,
suffering what appeared to
be a decisive split in their
support base as a result.

Rohani rose to interna-
tional prominence as Iran's
nuclear negotiator in talks
with Britain, France and
Germany from 2003 to
2005 that saw Iran agree to
suspend nuclear fuel
enrichment-related activi-
ties, tamping down
Western pressure on Tehran.

He left the post when
Ahmadinejad came to
office in 2005. Tehran
defiantly re-launched and
expanded uranium enrich-
ment, and there has been
no substantive progress in
intermittent negotiations
with six world powers since
then.
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