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Noab worried
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the proposal.

In a statement it said
when the newspaper indus-
try is faced with wvarious
crises, the government in its
proposed budget for the
2013-14 fiscal year has
hiked the import taxes on
newspaper from 3 percent to
25 percent.

Another proposal has
been made to increase the
import duty on plates, used
in printing industries, by 9
percent, added the release.

"Inclusive of 3 percent
import duty, vat, tax and
insurance, we now pay a
total of 23 percent duty to
import each tonne of news-
print. If the proposal is
implemented, the total duty
would be 57 to 58 percent. It
would shoot up the overall
publication costs by 28
percent,” said Noab, adding
that the prices of imported
newsprint were already on
the rise.

Besides, different expen-
ditures of newspapers,
including printing and
transportation, have risen
recently. It need hardly be
said that salaries of newspa-
per employees will rise
significantly once the
already formed wage board
award comes into effect.
Under these circumstances,
it would not be possible for
any newspaper industry to
survive by bearing the
hiked taxes on newsprint,
read the statement signed

by Noab president
Mahbubul Alam.
It said: “The Noab is

surprised how a govern-
ment, which is pledge-
bound to ensure freedom of
press and free flow of infor-
mation, can make a move

that impedes the growth of
the newspaper industry. We
think that the government is
adopting a self-
contradictory policy by
announcing the newspaper
as an industry and also
imposing unusual import
duty on newsprint, the most
essential raw material for
the industry.”

In this case, the logic
which Finance Minister
AMA Mubhit showed in the
matter of saving the local
newsprint industry is not
consistent with the reality,
noted the statement.

Although 67 paper
industries have been oper-
ating in the country,
according to the minister,
only two or three of them
produce roll-sized news-
print used in newspapers.
Moreover, the newsprints
of these factories are of
such low quality that news-

paper readers cannot read.
These factories are not even

capable of supplying suffi-
cient newsprint to the news-
papers. Even though local
paper mills often remain
closed, newspapers have to
reach the readers every day,
mentioned Noab.

The newspaper owners
asked whether it was logical
to impose additional
import duty on newsprint
imports on the plea of sav-
ing local paper mills which
are failing to supply suffi-
cient and quality newsprint.
The local newsprint is sub-
standard and unable to
meet the demand of news-
papers, they added.

The Noab also thought
that if quality newsprint had
been produced in
Bangladesh, it would not be
necessary to import news-

print from abroad. The
owners have been depend-
ent on foreign newsprint as
they find no other alterna-
tive to it.

So, it would not be ratio-
nal to increase the import
duty on newsprint, until the
domestic paper mills are
able to produce quality
newsprint as desired by
readers, argued Noab.

3 US troops
killed in Afghan
'insider attack’

AFP, Kabul

An Afghan soldier shot dead
three US troops in the east of
the country yesterday, the
latest "insider attack" to
shake efforts by the two
armies to work together to

defeat the Taliban insur-
gency.
The killings in Patika

province came on the same
day that one Italian soldier
died and three others were
wounded when a grenade
was thrown into their
armoured wvehicle in the
western province of Farah.

Scores of foreign soldiers
have been killed in insider
attacks in Afghanistan,
breeding fierce mistrust and
threatening to derail the
training of local forces to
take over security duties
ahead of NATO's with-
drawal next year,

The threat has become so
serious that foreign soldiers
working with Afghan forces
are regularly watched over
by so-called "guardian
angel" troops to provide
protection from their sup-
posed allies.

Forbes sued
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world billionaires as flawed
and biased against Middle
Eastern businesses after he
was ranked number 26 in this
year's list.

An official at the High
Court in London confirmed
that Prince Alwaleed had
filed a defamation suit
against Forbes, its editor
Randall Lane, and two of its
journalists on April 30.
Details of the claim were not
immediately available.

Through his Kingdom
Holding Company, Prince

Alwaleed owns large stakes in
Citigroup, News Corp and
Apple Inc, among other com-
panies. He is also owner or
part-owner of luxury hotels
including the Plaza in New
York, the Savoy in London
and the George V in Paris.

This year's Forbes World
Billionaires list was pub-
lished on March 4, and the
following day Kingdom
Holding said the valuation
process used "incorrect data”
and "seemed designed to
disadvantage Middle Eastern
investors and institutions”.

The public spat attracted
a lot of comment, but
Forbes stuck by its estimate
of Prince Alwaleed's wealth
and published an in-depth
article in its March 25 issue
entitled "Prince Alwaleed
and the curious case of
Kingdom Holding stock”.

The article gave details
about how Forbes had arrived
at the figure of $20 billion and
criticized what it described as
a lack of transparency by
Kingdom Holding in detail-
ingits assets.
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Two most powerful
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frequented by Frank Sinatra
and Richard Nixon was a
vexing question for both
countries -- whether
China's rise in its region
and the world means an
inevitable clash with the
United States.

Xi invited Obama to pay
a return informal visit to
China. Mirroring his host's
theme of a new approach,
Xi said: "The wvast Pacific
Ocean has enough space
for two large countries like
the United States and
China."

"We're meeting here
today to chart the future of
China-US relations and
draw a blueprint for this
relationship,” Xi said, next
to aides in identical busi-
ness casual outfits.

The two men was sched-
uled to meet again yesterday
morning, before Obama
waves off Xi and his wife
Peng Liyuan.

Obama's wife Michelle
stayed in Washington, scup-
pering hopes of a face-to-
face between two glamorous
first ladies.

The US president Friday
wasted no time in hitting a
key theme of the visit from
the US side -- complaints of
an alleged Chinese Internet
spying effort targeting
American military and
commercial secrets and
intellectual property.

He called for "common
rules of the road" to protect
against hacking -- a similar
linguistic formulation he

has used to protest against
alleged Chinese currency
manipulation and sup-
posed trade abuses.

Obama said they had not
yet discussed cyber-security
in-depth. Ahead of the
summit, the two countries
announced working-level
talks to clear up the issue.

Xi said he wanted "good-
faith cooperation” to clear
up "misgivings" by the
United States about
cybersecurity, telling report-
ers that China was also "a
victim of cyberattacks.”

"The Chinese govern-
ment is firm in upholding
cybersecurity and we have
major concerns about
cybersecurity," Xi said, add-
ing that recent media cover-
age "might give people the
sense that cybersecurity as a
threat mainly comes from
China."

The two leaders had not
been expected to meet until
the G20 summit in Russia in
September. But both sides,
SeNsing uncertainty seeping
into a complicated and
often difficult relationship,
saw value in an earlier
encounter.

"Our decision to meet so
early 1 think signifies the
importance of the US-
China relationship,”
Obama said.

The president also
pledged that the United
States would raise the issue
of human rights, saying
they were a vital step on the
road to prosperity and jus-
tice.

Budget fate
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The Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) will continue its
efforts to mediate between
the ruling Awami League
and the main opposition
BNP and persuade them to
sit for dialogues, he told
reporters while giving for-
mal reactions to the 2013-14
fiscal budget.

"We attempted several
times to meet the leader of
the opposition |[Khaleda
Zia|" but did not get any
schedule, he added.

The apex trade body in a
meeting on June 11 will also
urge President Abdul
Hamid to hold dialogues
between the two political
parties.

The budget is realistic but
the government will face
some challenges in imple-
menting it, Akram said. He,
however, thanked the prime

minister for allocating funds
for the Padma bridge.

It requires further analy-
sis to detemine whether the
target of Tk 1,36,090 crore
revenue could be met by
the National Board of
Revenue (NBR) and also
how the country will earn
Tk 5,129 crore non-NBR
revenue in the next fiscal
while political situation is
expected to get worse in the
months before the next
polls, he said.

The FBCCI chief urged the
government to enhance the
administrative efficiency of
the NBR. He also said the
government would need
right planning, execution,
monitoring and good gover-
nance for implementing the
budget.

Finance Minister AMA
Mubhith on Thursday proposed
a Tk 222,491 crore annual
budgetfor fiscal 2013-14.

Speaker dispels
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The parliamentary party
observed that they would no
longer put forward any
proposal on the outline of
the non-party government
systerm.

“We will not even bring
up this issue in parliament.
It is the government who
should take measures to
restore the caretaker govern-
ment system,” BNP standing
committee member
Moudud Ahmed said on
Monday.

On that day, the opposi-
tion MPs returned to the
House after a boycott of 83
days. They have walked out
of parliament three times
since.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on Friday said the
BNP did not want any dis-
cussion, which was why it
had withdrawn the pro-

posal.

On the latest allegation
that the Speaker prevented
the opposition lawmakers
from speaking in parlia-
ment, Shirin told them they
would not face any obstacle
or discrimination in the
House.

However, the scope to
discuss other issues during
the budget discussion is
limited, she told journalists
after the programme.

“There will be a few sit-
tings after the budget is
passed. The opposition MPs
will be able to take the time
to discuss. The necessary
atmosphere will be ensured
so that they can speak in the
House.”

Meanwhile, the budget
session of parliament
resumes today after a break
of two days, and the BNP-
led opposition lawmakers

are to return to the House,
signalling a heated debate
during the budget discus-
sion.

After the finance minister
placed the next fiscal budget
on Thursday, the Speaker
announced that the parlia-
ment session would remain
adjourned until 3:00pm
today.

The MPs of the BNP-led
opposition who walked out
of parliament on
Wednesday skipped the
budget session the follow-
ing day.

“But we have decided to
return to the House tomor-
row [today],” said Abdul
Momin Talukder, BNP
lawmaker and chief of the
parliamentary standing
committee on the environ-
ment and forest ministry.
“We will also participate in
the budget discussion.”

End of curtains?
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It is sold in one-by-one
metre strips with an installa-
tion kit, including conduct-
ing clips that fit to the top of
the film, and an electric
cable.

When an electric current
is passed through the parti-
cles in the blind it makes it
see-through. When the
current is turned off, the
film becomes opaque. The
film uses smart glass tech-
nology. It has rod-like parti-

cles suspended in liquid
placed between two plastic
layers.

When there is no elec-
tric current applied to the
film, the suspended parti-
cles are arranged ran-
domly and absorb light.
This makes the glass panel
look dark, or opaque.
When a voltage is applied,
the suspended particles
join up and let light pass
through.

The film can be manually

or automatically "tuned' to
let users control the
amount of light, glare and
heat that comes through. It
can help control heating
bills and
eImissions.
The film is less than half a
millimetre thick. The basic
package costs £160 ($250).
When connected to the
transformer, the film can be
controlled using a free
smartphone app.

reduce carbon

Proposal
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“We will be thrown into an
uneven competition. Prices
of our cylinders will be
higher than those of
Bashundhara or Jamuna
that produce both cylinders
and LPG as well,” said
Saidul Islam, general man-
ager of Australian company
Kleenheat Gas.

"Quality cylinders are
not produced in
Bangladesh, and companies
like ours don't want to buy
these products from local
market because of safety
issues,” said a high-up in
Bangladesh office of French
company Totalgaz.

Industry insiders said
Bangladesh's annual
requirement of new LPG
cylinders is 200,000. Of
those, more than 100,000
cylinders are imported by
two foreign companies --
Totalgaz and Kleenheat.
State-owned Bangladesh
Petroleum Corporation also

imports 10,000-20,000
cylinders a year.
Local companies

draws flak

Bashundhara, Jamuna
Spacetech and TK Group
produce cylinders. More
companies, including MJL
Bangladesh, are likely to enter
the market next year. Sales of
locally-made cylinders are on
the rise for crisis of natural gas.

"We lack expertise in
producing quality cylinder,”
said a top official at BPC's
LPG plantin Chittagong.

Azam | Chowdhury,
chairman of East Coast
Group, which is set to pro-
duce LPG cylinders com-
mercially from next year,
was unhappy at the govern-
ment move to raise duty on
cylinders at the moment.

“It can be done next year,
as the country doesn't have
the capacity to meet the
demand for LPG cylinders.
Their prices will go up now,”
said Chowdhury.

Chowdhury also criticised
the government for what he
called a dual policy. He said
the government was encour-
aging the use of LPG in
households, and at the same

time, it was also giving new
connections of natural gas.

Liquefied petroleum gas
or LPG, which is considered a
safe and eco-friendly fuel, is
derived from both crude oil
and natural gas. Apart from
domestic consumption, LPG
is used as an efficient source
of energy in various indus-
trial and commercial appli-
cations. But it costs several
times more than natural gas
and 20 percent higher than
kerosene.

Belayet Hossain, manag-
ing director of Jamuna
Spacetech, and Tareq
Mahmud, director of TK
Group, ruled out the claims
that locally-made cylinders
are of poor quality.

"We produce cylinders by
importing brand new steel
sheets, and the product is
certified and checked by
government agencies,”
claimed Mahmud.

But importers buy recon-
ditioned cylinders from
China and Malaysia, he said.
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= Military Engineer Services
>< Directorate of Works & Chief Engineer (Army)
Invitation for Tenders

1. Ministry/Division . Ministry of Defence.

Z. Agency . Military Engineer Services.

3. Procuring entity name DW & CE (Army), Dhaka Cantt.

4.  Tender name Construction of FP-3 shop structure only
including ancillary works (01 storey with 02
storied foundation) inside factory area at
BOF Gazipur Cantt (1% Phase).

D, Invitation for tender No. 115 of 2012-2013/E-6 Dated 02 June 2013.

6. Procurement method Open Tendering Method.

. Source of funds GoB.

8. Tender publication date 06 June 2013.

9. Tender last selling date 26 June 2013 up to 1430 hours.

10.  Tender submission date & time 27 June 2013, 1200 hours.

11.  Tender opening date & time 27 June 2013, 1230 hours.

12. Name & address of the office(s)
-Selling tender documents

-Receiving tender documents
-Opening tender documents

13.  Place/date/time  of
meeting

pre-tender

14, Eligibility of tenderer

15.  Price of tender document

16.  Amount of tender security
17.  Time of completion of wks
18.  Contact details

19.  Special instructions

ISPR/Army/2013/1963
GD-2292

a. Tender Selling & Information Centre of
DW & CE(A) at GE(A) Project, Dhaka
Cantt.

b. DW & CE (Army), Dhaka Cantt.

Tender Selling & Information Centre of DW
& CE(A) at GE(A) Project, Dhaka Cantt.
Tender Selling & Information Centre of DW
& CE(A) at GE(A) Project, Dhaka Cantt.
Tender Selling & Information Centre of DW
& CE(A) at GE(A) Project, Dhaka Cantt, 26
June 2013, 1000-1100 hours.

a. Contractors enlisted in MES class 'A’, &
'B'.

b. Contractors enlisted in other govt/semi-
govt/autonomous organisations in similar

capacity having necessary security
clearance.

Tk 6,000/- (non-refundable).

Tk 11,94 ,000/-

12 (twelve) months.

Phone: 8871234, Extn. 2678

Fax: (02) 8752684

Website: www.army.mil.bd

a. Tenderer shall submit copy of letter of
valid enlistment & security clearance with
application on company letterhead when
purchasing tender.

b. Detailed requirements are mentioned in
Tender Data Sheet of tender documents.

c. The procuring entity reserves the right to
accept or reject all tenders.

DW & CE (Army)
Dhaka Cantt
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