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Stick with the parliament

PLEASURE IS
ALL MINE

The opposition's
first day in
parliament saw
a genial atmo-
sphere; no abusive
language was
traded and a tenor
seemed set for an
engaging sessiomn.
But the next two
days changed
the mood.

SHAH HUSAIN
IMAM

leopard never changes its stripes.

Chameleon, literally a certain species

of lizard, however, keeps changing the
colour of its skin. The first one is a metaphor
for political rigidity and the second of
expediency and opportunism. Both are used as
pejoratives. Still, if you ask me which one is a
lesser evil, 1 will say, the leopard. That is
because the animal speedster refuses to
change, and is therefore, a known quantity. But
the exclusive kind of lizard of American origin
sloughing off its skin to emerge in a look is
deceptive and scary.

At issue is the drama enacted around the
opposition's rejoining of parliament. It is
plausible that the BNP went to parliament to
save their membership at the nick of time.
Even though they had no compunction in
enjoying perks and privileges during absentee-
ism like their immediate predecessors, it has
become a part of the cavalier culture.

There can be two gracious ways of looking
at the issue. One, isn't saving membership
better than en masse resignation from parlia-
ment enacted by AL in cahoots with Jamaat in
19957 The move forced the then BNP govern-
ment's hands into conceding the now-defunct
caretaker system. In a reversal of the scenario
that option remains a possibility with the BNP
and Jamaat resigning wholesale from parlia-
ment in protest against AL not yielding ground
on nonpartisan headship of an interim
arrangement presaging one-sided election.

Secondly, after 83 days of continuous
absence in parliament, the BNP MPs still had a
week to spare before the 90-day mark to regu-
larise. But they chose to attend the budget
session on the inaugural day, Monday, a
marker of recognising that they have an impor-
tant piece of unfinished business to settle with
the government. This should not be lost on the
ruling party.

Of course, the government had taken the
well-judged decision to let off BNP leaders --

MK Anwar and Barkatullah Bulu -- from prison
to enable them to attend the |S session. This by
itself, however, is not enough to create a condi-
tion conducive to a dialogue; the other captive
BNP leaders need to be released to thatend.

The first woman Speaker of the parliament
has been lavished with superlatives by the
ruling party MPs but the opposition entered
the parliament after the Speaker's speech to
make a point or two. Leader of the opposition
on entry, however, greeted the new Speaker.
There was an element of subtle humour when
an opposition MP while wondering over a
non-MP becoming the Speaker made a point
of the AL's refusal to accept an unelected per-
son at the helm of an interim caretaker
arrangement!

The opposition's first day in parliament saw
a genial atmosphere; no abusive language was
traded and a tenor seemed set for an engaging
session. But the next two days changed the
mood. The textile minister could not resist the
remark that like 'military autocrat Ziaur
Rahman destroyed country's politics by grab-
bing state power the same way he did with the
jute mills by denationalising them.' That pro-
voked the first walkout by the BNP. The second
was waiting to happen when the foreign min-
ister said, Tarique is not a politician but a
fugitive." Were these comments called for,
especially in the context these were delivered?
Commonsense says, not.

For the BNP's part, breaking the previous
record of boycotting the budget sessions of
parliament which runs into five goes down as
an act of irresponsibility. But then they have
decided to dissect the budget in the discussion
phase which is a positive record breaker.

Truth has many shades in Bangladesh; one

has difficulty penetrating the layers to get to
the authentic version of it. Most baffled are the
foreigners as country's politicians depending
on their affiliations gleefully read conspiracies
into each other's positioning and action. And
whilst their followers dance to the tune of their
mentors the general mass are resigned to a fait
accompli. So decimated has been the psyche of
the people that many of them have lost the
capacity for independent judgment.

Think-tanks and research bodies like CPD,
TIB, Odhikar, international watchdogs on
human rights and the media though over-
looked by the political parties except where
they are critical of the opponent remain repos-
itories of independent viewpoints. But as
Oscar Wilde has said, "An unbiased opinion is
always absolutely valueless”, the well-wishers
of Bangladesh of which we have a plenty are
only biased towards the country's bright
future.

The ruling party with a brute majority bull-
dozed legislations through the parliament,
mostly to serve its ends. And, the opposition
have tried to use street power in vain to topple
the government. After having vaulted new
heights of self-glorification (read abdication
for the opposition!) and handholding with
jehadis and the youthful liberals as the case
may be, both have dropped thudding on the
concrete surface of realism.

Are they still playing to the gallery or to their
international constituencies or to the dictates of
national interest 1s a question that would hope-
fully be answered sooner rather than later.

The writer is Associated Editor, The Daily Star.
E-mail: husain.imam@thedailystar.net

Never a dull moment
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two daughters, I
swim in a sea of
hormones every
single day. I do so
gladly. For once,
['m happy to be a

minority.

My eight year

old tells me,

“Baba! You need

NAVEED MAHBLIB to buy me a
bicycle!”
“Why?”

“If my friend
Raimana can have a bicycle, socanI!”

“Hey, if Raimana goes and jumps into
the river, will you also jump into the river?”

“No Baba! I will go and take her
bicycle!”

“You think you're too smart, eh? Do you
know that at your age, Abraham Lincoln
used to walk five miles to school every
day?”

“Yes Baba, | know that. And at your age,
he was already a President!”

[fthisis agame oftennis, sheleads 30-0.

She fancies this guy (dude, if you are
thinking of anything funny about my
daughter, remember, I have no problems
goingto jail!).

“Baba, he's got the metrosexual look!”

What? Metrosexual? What on earth is
that? The first time I hear this word, 1 pic-
ture somebody who is attracted to public
transportation! "Oooh! Look at that hot
BRTC bus!”™ Well, during hartals we DO
literally see hot BRTC buses. ..

As [ dress up for work, she tells me,
*Baba! You look awesome! Just like
Rajinikanth!” Brutally honest...

But we are unfair as parents. We impose
the DELL Philosophy on them -- they must
be a Doctor, Engineer, Lawyer, else be con-
sidered a Loser! And that's why we rejoice
the first words of our children -- not Baba or
Mama but Anterior Cruciate Ligament. The
lullaby we sing to our kids at bedtime is the
theme from Grey's Anatomy.

And the restrictions in their love lives,
while we make the decision to emigrate to
the West. "You must marry a Bangladeshi!”

So, a son comes and says, "Dad, I'm in
love.” And then sheepishly adds, “...with
Robert..."

“What?”

“You heard me right, Dad! This is Robert
and I love him. You are so yesterday! You

have to realise that love is not only between
Adam and Eve, but it can also be between
Adam and Steve!”

“You have brought disgrace to the fam-
ily! Could you not have gotten hold of a
good Bangladeshiboy?”

What about swearing? Oh, come on, let's
not kid ourselves. They know all the inter-
esting words that we don't even know exist.
But that never stops us from making sure
that no matter how angry we are we don't
swear in front of them. I blurt outin front of
my kids, but quickly check myself, thank
heavens! “You shutthef...... frontdoor!”

But finally my daughter does utter the
unthinkable four letter word. My wife
places me on the prosecution dock, “She
picked this up from you, didn't she?”

Uh, oh! Trouble! I ask the daughter,
"Did you really say that word?”

“Yes Baba!”

She looks down, ashamed.

I approach her slowly. I grab her. I then
take herinto my arms.

“That's my baby! I'm so proud of you!”

Our kids will enrich their vocabularies
with colourful words anyway, just as we did
-- thanks to the environment. Might as well
learn from daddy -- at least we can cherish a
lifelong father daughter bonding,

Oh kids -- never a dull moment. We men
love our Kkids and everybody else's
wives... Just kidding! I love you, my wife of
fifteen years, my best friend and my CIO
(Chief Inspiration Officer). But there is
always a small reminder of who's the boss
as [ smile at my wedding band and see the
world's smallest handcuff...

The writer is an Engineer & CEO turned Comedian (by
choice) and the host of NTV's Grameenphone Presents
The Naveed Mahbub Show.

Dhaka and Delhi: A tale of two cities

MUHAMMAD AMINUL ISLAM

HEN Delhi was the capital of British India, a

conglomerate of British colonies and princely

states, Dhaka, quintessentially, was a sleepy and
tranquil divisional headquarters of Bengal (of course, with
the glaring exception of 1905-1911, when Dhaka was
heralding its prominence as the new capital of a new
province of Eastern Bengal and Assam). In those days
Dhaka, being part of Bengal, used to think at least twenty
four hours earlier than the whole of India (obviously
including Delhi), if Gokhle was correct. In the course of
history, Delhi emerged as the capital of independent India
and Dhaka as the capital of Bangladesh. Obviously,
Bangladesh inherited the legacy of Bengal as the only
Bengali speaking independent country. Delhi has emerged
as the not only the capital of India, now it is the city where
Arundhati Roy, the conscience of our time, and most
recently Pawan Kumar Bansal and Ashwani Kumar are
living. Though Dhaka still enjoys a half hour's advantage
over Delhi in the international time zone, it is now Delhi
who has turned the table -- thinking at least twenty four
vears ahead of Bangladesh.

It is quite a puzzle why Arundhuti Roy is so important? [s
this because she was the awardee of the much coveted 1998
Man Booker Prize for fiction for her novel The God of Small
Things (1997) or for her political activism in environmental
and human rights causes? In case of environmental and
human rights causes, the list is quite tall, provocative and in
some cases equally and strongly denounced by both
Congress and BJP -- from Narmada Dam project (saying
that the dam will displace half a million people, with little
or no compensation, and will not provide the projected

irrigation, drinking water and other benetfits), the US mili-
tary invasion of Afghanistan (with the argument that the
war was in retaliation for 9/11), criticism of Israel (in 2006,
along with Noam Chomsky, Howard Zinn, and others,
Arundhuti Roy signed a letter in The Guardian called the
2006 Lebanon War a 'war crime' and accused Israel of 'state
terror') and support to the independence of Kashmir. But
what took Arundhuti Roy to the height of guardian angel of
our times is when she denounced the plea that 'the collec-
tive conscience of the society will be satisfied if the capital
punishment is awarded to the offender' in case of the hang-
ing of Afzal Guru.

The case of Pawan Kumar Bansal, the Railway Minister is
quite interesting. There was no charge against him. It was
his nephew, Vijay Singla, allegedly extracted 900 million
rupees from an official of the railway's policy making board
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and was caught by the police. But the case against Law min-
ister Ashwani Kumar is unique. In all eagerness he doctored
CBI report on coal scam (undermining the autonomy of
CBI) on coal block allocation to the Supreme Court. But
why did they resign or more crudely were sacked? It was the
opposition in the Parliament who made this possible. The
opposition was so vociferous and made the proceedings of
the Parliament so difficult that something had to be done.
In the process the Parliament sessions have to be prorogued
two days early.

In the not so distant past, the most brilliant and articu-
late politician of India, Shashi Tharoor, had to quit his
cabinet post on certain misdemeanor charges and Telecom
minister Andimuthu Raja had also to quit for causing a loss
of about £22bn to the exchequer by failing to follow proper
procedure in the award of licences to run mobile phone

networks in India in 2008. Interestingly the audit report of
Indian C&AG triggered the downfall of both Ashwani
Kumar and Andimuthu Raja.

With so much so about Delhi, what about Dhaka? Dhaka
has also its own protagonists, its own bunch of Ministers
who are performing no worse than Pawan Kumar Bansal,
Ashwani Kumar and Andimuthu Raja. It has Ministers with
almost equivalent records and still keeping their jobs, brav-
ing the media with all wit and humour. Dhaka only lacks
two. It has no Arundhuti Roy to denounce those who
attempt to ‘simplify what is complicated or complicate
what is simple'. And who in Dhaka has the moral and intel-
lectual courage to urge 'to respect strength, never power'! In
the absence of Arundhuti Roy Dhaka is crawling before the
power, never caring about strength.

More notably Dhaka lacks a Parliament that is broadly
bipartisan involving treasury and opposition where both
elect Speaker and Deputy Speaker respectively. Dhaka lacks
a Parliament that works, that makes the government
accountable, compel it to be more transparent and sack
errant Ministers. Thus the government fails to be inclusive
in governance and representative in character. With
Parliament non-functioning, the basic tenet of accountabil-
ity to the people in the Parliamentary democracy is absent
and Dhaka is suffering from a total 'regulatory capture’
where government prefers to remain insulated and distant
from the people's interest. As such the regulatory role of the
government is withering. With these dashed away the hopes
and aspirations of the people for the protection of law. Thus
Dhaka lags behind Delhi in at least twenty four years and
Delhi remains ever elusive. Is Delhi really so far away!

The writer is former civil servant. E-mail: theamins19@gmail.com
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QUOTABLE

e MO0 Quotes

“Children
have never
been very
good at
listening to

their elders,
but they
have never
failed to
imitate

them.”

James A.
Baldwin




