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Padma tender

on June 30

Tk 9,172cr bidding for
construction of main bridge,
followed by Tk 5,362cr
tender for river training

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Tk 9,172 crore tender will be floated on June 30 for con-
struction of the main structure of the much-talked-about
Padma multipurpose bridge, Communications Minister
Obaidul Quader said yesterday:.

The tender for river training, another important compo-
nent of the project, would also be floated at a later date. The
estimated cost of river training is Tk 5,362 crore, he added.

The minister made the announcement at the Bridges
Division office in the capital after wrapping up a ceremony
for signing a Tk 1,097 crore agreement with a Bangladesh-
Malaysian joint venture company for constructing an
approach road at Janjira end of the bridge in Shariatpur.

Shafiqul Islam, Padma bridge project director, and Abid
Habib, a representative of Abdul Monem Ltd and Malaysian
Highway Construction and Maintenance, inked the deal to
construct the 10.5km approach road in 36 months.

Atoll plaza, a toll office, and a police outpost will also be
constructed under the project.

Quader said his ministry had asked for Tk 6,852 crore in
the upcoming budget for the Padma bridge project.

He said the finance minister in his budget speech would
explain everything about how the money would be spent in | :
the project. i ) - f o | 3 e Lo S

Later, talking to The Daily Star, Obaidul said the project
would resume exactly from where the donors had left it. Nowadays around 10,000 tonnes of paddy is traded on the Meghna river in Ashuganj of Brahmanbaria as it is the peak season for paddy. Trading | PHOTO:

sEE PAGE 10 coL2 | goes on all around the year in Ashuganj, touted the biggest market for paddy in the country. ANISUR RAHMAN
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