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A life=Tk 1 lakh
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Activists demand that a dead
worker's family should be
given compensation equal
to at least his lifetime's
earnings, taking into consid-
eration the bonuses and
increments the worker
would have got over the
years.

In their view, a worker
who dies at the age of 20
earning Tk 5,000 a month
should get around Tk 24
lakh in compensation,
assuming he would have
retired at 60. The amount
would be much higher if the
benefits and pay increases
he would get all these years
are considered.

The same method should
be followed to calculate
compensation for perma-
nently disabled workers,
they insist.

Garment owners, how-
ever, maintain 1t is Impossi-
ble for them to pay such a
bigsum.

"How will the industry
run if we pay such a large
amount?” a garment owner
asked, requesting anonymity.

Abu Sina, director of
Areana Garments, reiterated
the labour secretary's asser-
tion that workers would now
be paid Tk 2 lakh through
group insurance. “Besides,
most owners pay more than
Tk 1 lakh anyway.”

In most countries, espe-
cially in developed ones,
workers and their families
can file cases against owners
in civil courts over work-
place accidents.

“In Bangladesh, too,
workers can theoretically do
that. But the process is so
lengthy and expensive that it
often takes more than 20
years for a case to be
resolved,” said rights activist

Sara Hossain.

Unlike civil cases where
the court takes into account
an individual's extent of
loss, his annual income and
the extent of culpability of
the owner before settling the
compensation, the labour
law offers just a fixed lump
sum amount.

Many countries, includ-
ing India and Pakistan, have
separate laws which clearly
set out workers' right to
compensation for injury or
death.

In Bangladesh, the
Workers' Compensation Act
1923 has instead been
repealed with the enactment
of the labour law.

The current compensa-
tion provisions do not even
comply with the standards
set by the International
Labour Organisation, said
Mojibor Rahman Bhuiyan,
vice-president of
Bangladesh Institute of
Labour Studies.

And although stipulated
by law, most companies do
not have group insurance
for workers. The wvery few
that do often pay only a few
instalments, he added.

According to the ILO
Convention 121, a worker or
his family is entitled to at
least 60 percent of his prior
earnings as periodical pay-
ment for temporary or per-
manent disability, and 50
percent for the death of a
breadwinner.

According to a calcula-
tion done by the ILO after
the Tazreen Fashions fire in
November last year, each
victim's family should be
given at least Tk 28 lakh in
compensation, considering
inflation, bonuses and
children's education.
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Go ahead with nuke
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state atomic corporation
Rosatom, in his presenta-
tion on “Atomic Energy:
tendencies and perspec-
tives of XXI century”,

“ never said nuclear
power is a unique solution
to all problems. Nuclear
will have to be considered
in the mixes of all avail-
able sources in a particular
country. In some countries
nuclear may be a good solu-
tion, in some it may be not
so good,” he said.

Explaining the pattern
of energy consumption in
different countries and
impact of fossil fuel and
coal on the climate, he said
nuclear power is cost-
effective, safe and sustain-
able.

Following
Fukushima disaster,
International
Energy Agency
that the use of atomic
energy would go down.
But a number of indicators
show its use is still on the
rise in Asia, said Sokolov.

He, however, said
Germany, Japan, Sweden,
Switzerland and Italy had
been phasing out nuclear
power plants.

Currently, 67 reactors,
including 47 in Asia, are
under construction, and
40 countries have plans to
build nuclear power
plants. Atleast 437 nuclear
reactors are in operation in
31 countries with a com-
bined capacity of 370GW
(gigawatt) electricity.

In his presentation on
"Nuclear Power and
Industrial Development”,
M Casanova, vice presi-
dent of Tecnicas Reunidas
in Spain, described his

the

the
Atomic
assumed

country's successful expe-
rience in adopting nuclear
reactors and developing
technologies and human
resources. He said nuclear
power plants are viable in
meeting energy deficiency.
On the role of atomic
energy in the country's
economy and socio-
economic development,

Dhaka University Vice
Chancellor Prof Arefin
Siddique said a huge

amount of energy would
be needed in developing
countries to accelerate and
sustain economic growth.
And nuclear energy as a safe
option is a solution to that,
he added.

Speaking in a session on
"Environmental
Protection and Safety in
Atomic Energy",
Emmanuel Gout, head of
international consulting
alliance Stratinvest, said it
became very important to
educate people about
nuclear plants after the
Fukushima accident.

Nazarov Anatoly of the
Public Council of Rosatom
said, "In Bangladesh, a lot
is left to be done in
explaining strategies for
setting up a plant.”

R osato

]

m S
Communication Director
Sergey Novokov said peo-
ple fear nuclear plants for
not having experience of
the facilities.

Elena Melikhova, head
of the department of risk
assessment and communi-
cations issues of the
Nuclear Safety Institute in
Russia, said though there
had been concerns about
nuclear plants, statistics
show that only 28 people
died in accidents at nuclear

Violence
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shutdown, sixth this month,
intensified woes of the
people, particularly the
daily wage earners, besides
disrupting normal life and
wreaking havoc on the
economy and education.

The opposition called the
hartal demanding with-
drawal of the cases against
BNP Senior Vice-chairman
Tarique Rahman.

Hartal supporters
torched and vandalised more
than 60 vehicles at different
parts of the country, including
the capital.

Two crude bombs were
hurled at the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) com-
pound in the capital, leaving
police constable Ratan Kumar
Dutta injured.

They exploded in front of
the ACC media centre
around 9:40am, said Pranab
Kumar Bhattacharya, public
relations officer of the com-

in districts

mission. ACC Deputy
Director Lutfor Rahman
filed a case with Ramna

Police Station in this con-
nection.

Frequent shutdowns
have been taking a heavy toll
on students by disrupting
academic activities at all
levels.

More than 10 lakh candi-
dates of the ongoing Higher
Secondary (SSC) and equiv-
alent exams are the worst
victims of the situation as
their exams are being post-
poned one after another,
putting a psychological
pressure on them. O-level
and A-level examinees are
taking their examinations
even at midnight due to
hartals.

In Dhaka, shopping
malls and roadside shops
were closed yesterday. The
presence of vehicles, includ-
ing buses and CNG-run
three-wheelers, however,

was more than that in previ-
ous shutdowns. Private cars
were kept off the streets in
fear of wvandalism. Long
distance buses were
srounded.

Activists of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD), student
wing of the main opposi-
tion BNP, clashed with
police at Segunbagicha,
Bijoynagar and Green Road
in the capital but no major
incidents were reported. The
law enforcers fired blank
shots to disperse JCD men.

Pro-hartal activists van-
dalised several vehicles and
exploded crude bombs at
various parts of the city,
including Badda, Jatrabari,
Tejgaon, Laxmibazar and
Mirpur,

In Chandpur, pickets
vandalised more than 35
vehicles, blocking roads
with logs in Mahamaya and
Palli Bidyut areas of sadar
upazila in the morning.

Some drives sustained inju-
ries at that time.

At least six vehicles were
vandalised at Boropol in
Pirojpur town around
8:00am when those were
going to Pirojpur old bus
terminal from Togra ferry
terminal, said police and
witnesses. Hartal supporters
also blockaded different
roads by logs.

Pickets torched two vehi-
cles and wvandalised five
others at Mowlavir Dighir
Par in Chandgaon area of
Chittagong around 9:30am,
said police.

The Dhaka-Chittagong
highway was also blocked at
Bishwa Road point in
Daudkandi upazila of
Comilla for four hours.

Explosions of crude
bombs and chase and coun-
ter chase between law
enforcers and pickets took
place in Narayanganj during
hartal hours.

power plants in the last 60

Probe finds
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committed in Nagarkanda

VEears. :
Rosatom in collabora- | between April 21 and July 30,
tion with Bangladesh's 1971," Sanaul Hug, a senior

science and technology
ministry organised the
two-day seminar to shed
light on the current trend
of nuclear power, safety
issues and other hazards in
Bangladesh's context.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina inaugurated the
seminar and gave an assur-
ance that there would be
no compromise over safety
issues in the construction
of the nuclear power plant.

"We will have to gain
competence in all areas,
including nuclear reactor
management,” she said.

Yeafesh Osman, state
minister for science and
technology, and Alexander
A Nikolaev, ambassador of
Russia to Bangladesh, also
spoke at the inaugural
ceremony.

Bangladesh has signed
several deals under which
Russia will provide both

member of the agency, told
The Daily Star yesterday:.

"We will submit the probe
report to the prosecution
tomorrow [Thursday]| for the
next step,” he told reporters
at the agency's Dhanmondi
office in the capital.

Abdul Hannan Khan,
coordinator of the agency,
said the agency would also
request the prosecution to
take necessary action in
arresting Khokon.

Khokon was a close asso-
ciate of Abul Kalam Azad, a
condemned war criminal
from Faridpur, he said, add-
ing that 50 people had been
made witnesses to prove his
crimes.

Sanaul Huq said Khokon,
his elder brother Zatar, Azad
and other anti-liberation
people welcomed the
Pakistan army in Faridpur on
April 21, 1971 and received
arms from them.

The armed Razakar
Bahini, led by Khokon and

technical and financial 7afar beean killi S
SUDpOTt: T 'get D 3 Zafar, began killing people,
LlﬂUUM‘W |L looting houses and temples
- nuclear power :
Vi — [ before setting those on fire,
ylant in Rooppur in : : :
{__. | Pl forcibly converting Hindus
aDIa. _ oy to Islam and committing
Moscow 1s providing | g¢per genocidal acts in

$500 million under a loan
agreement for pre-
construction works. The
plant's construction 1is
expected to begin in 2016
with a target for starting
operationin 2021.

different of
Nagarkanda.

Zafar and some Pakistani
army men were killed in a
battle at Chandhaat on May
29,1971, Sanaul said.

After Zafar's death, four

dIreas

Razakar groups, including
that of Khokon and Azad,
were involved in looting,
arson and killing in many
villages for three subsequent
days, he said, adding: "We
have no information about
Khokon's activities after July
30,1971."

According to a handout of
the agency, Khokon was
‘involved” in the killing of
50 persons, injuries to eight,
rape of two, torture of 17,
forced conversion of nine
Hindus, setting fire to
numerous houses and two
temples, and deportation of
Seven persons.

Satya Ranjan Roy, the
investigation officer, said
Khokon in a single incident
had “killed” 16 women and
children at Kodalia village in
Nagarkanda during the war.

Sanaul said Khokon took
part in an election campaign
for a Jamaat-e-Islami candi-
date in 1970, and was
involved with the party.
Later, he got involved with
the BNP.

As vice-president of
Nagarkanda BNP unit,
Khokon took part in the
municipality election in 2011
and became its mayor, he said.

"After taking the oath, he
went into hiding,” Sanaul
said, adding, "We assume he
is now in Sweden with his
son. But we have no concrete
information in this regard.”

Hannan said the agency
was conducting investiga-
tions against 10 more war

crimes suspects in different
localities.

They are Sved
Mohammad Qaisar of
Habiganj, Gias Quader
Chowdhury of Chittagong,

Shakhawat Hossain of
Jessore, Maulana Abdus
Subhan of Pabna, ATM

Azharul Islam of Rangpur,
Amjad Mina of Khulna,

Lahar Ali Shah of Rajshahi,
Rustam Sikder of
Patuakhali, Abdul Jabbar of
Pirojpur and Sheikh Sirajul
Islam of Bagerhat.

The two war crimes tribu-
nals have delivered verdicts
against four war criminals.
The trials of ten other
accused have been going on.

Bhutan to
begin voting
on second ever
government

AFP, Thimphu

Voters in the isolated
Himalayan kingdom of
Bhutan will begin electing
their second ever govern-
ment this week, five years
after the country's Buddhist
"dragon kings" gave way to
democracy.

The electorate of less than
400,000 people will choose
from four parties on Friday
when the primary round of
voting for the lower house of
parliament, the National
Assembly, commences.

ESSENTIAL DRUGS COMPANY LIMITED

395-397, Tejgaon Industrial Area
Dhaka-1208

INTERNATIONAL TENDER NOTICE

EDCL invites International Tender for Supply of Pharmaceutical Raw Material on
C&F®© Chittagong By Sea, Dhaka By Air and Benapole By Road basis :-

S.L
No.

Tender No. Date

Name of the Item

Cost of Tender
Schedule

Last date of
Closing & opening

1. | IMP/RM/SEM/69/
2012-2013

dated 27/05/2013

Materials:

Maize Starch BP
Folic Acid BP
Stearic Acid BP

BP

Pharmaceutical Raw

Ferrous Fumarate BP

Sodium Lauryl Sulphate

Tk. 1,500.00set
Equivalent to
US$ 19.00
Non-refundable

Closing : 17/06/2013
at 3.00 PM

Opening : 17/06/2013
at 3.15 PM

Friday, Saturday and Govt. Holidays).
No tender schedule will be sold on the opening d

ate of the tender.

Tender schedule will be sold from the Accounts Department of Essential Drugs Company
Limited, Dhaka on payment as stated above during office hours on all working days (except

EDCL authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reason whatsoever.
N.B: This Information is also available at our Website : www.edcl.gov.bd
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Samajtantrik Dal, was
addressing a meeting of the
convening committee of his
party at the Samajtantrik Dal
central office at Bangabandhu
Avenue yesterday.

He went on to say, “The
appeals process of one or two
war criminals will be com-
pleted by June 30 as per law. If
the Supreme Court upholds
their punishment, the govern-
ment will carry out the judg-
mentin Julyand August.”

Inu made these remarks
after Home Minister
Muhiuddin Khan Alamgir
and minister without port-

folio Suranjit Sengupta had
been cautioned by the inter-
national crimes tribunal, set
up to judge war criminals,
earlier this year.

The two had apologised
unconditionally before
International Crimes
Tribunal-2, which asked
them to be more careful
about their statements.

However, Inu later told
The Daily Star over the
phone, “The government
has no option but to carry
out the verdict, if the appeals
process is completed at the
Supreme Court by June.”

At the convening com-

mittee meeting of his party,
Inu alleged that BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia had
called for hartals to protect
war criminals, money laun-
derers and "great thieves”.

He urged Khaleda to
sever the opposition BNP's
ties with the Jamaat-e-Islami
and sit for an unconditional
dialogue in parliament over
the formation of an elec-
tion-time government.

The left-wing leader said
the Jamaat should be
banned immediately for its
“terrorist” activities follow-
ing the delivery of verdicts in
war crimes cases.

Super sherpa
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1,700km Great Himalayan
Trail last year.

Sixty vyears after Sir
Edmund Hilary and Tenzing
Norgay first summited
Sagarmatha, the 51-year-old
‘Super Sherpa’ has been
awarded an honorary doc-
torate by the University of
Utah for his dedication to
the mountain.

Apa's overwhelming life
achievements began when he
escaped death from an ava-
lanche that flung him from
his mother's arms down a
Himalayan ice ledge at just
two months old.

His faints cries were heard
by his mother and he made a
miraculous recovery -- he has
had a special connection

with the mountain range
ever since but never
intended to climb Everest's
8,848 metres.

Since then he has become
the only man in history to
reach the top of the world 21
times. Ironically, summiting
Everest was never a goal for
Apa.

At 12 years old he began
working as an expedition
porter to earn money follow-
ing the death of his father.

Trekkers immediately
noticed the child who, despite
his exceedingly small stature,
carried loads greater than his
own weight with strength,
quickness and a wide smile.

Apa said: "The job of a
Sherpa for both men and

women is very risky because
we never know if we'll live --
but they have no choice they
have to make money to live
and for their families and
kids' education.”

Coming from Thame, the
hometown of Everest legend
Tenzing Norgay, it was almost
inevitable that Apa would
become a high altitude
Sherpa guide on Everest.

He began carrying loads on
Everest in 1988, but it wasn't
until May 10, 1990, that he
reached the summit for the
first time along with Rob
Hall, Gary Ball, and Peter
Hillary.

Since that memorable day,
Apa has participated in 22
Everest expeditions and
reached the surnmit 21 times.

Dy. General Manager
Planning & Procurement
For : Managing Director.
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Cash and Bank Balances 81,181,615 | 100,087, 207 Cash Flow from Financing Activities e
Total Current Assets 17,407,691,441 16,423,596,877 Finance Income 41.91ﬂ,Eﬁ4‘i 86,907,923 7,837,123 29,576,323 increase/|decreassa) in long term bormowings 191,151,461 181, 246,13
TOTAL ASSETS 17,572 085,629 16,585,460,371  Finance Expense (101,146,168} | | (67,457,574} | (24,847 610) [17,069,674) Increasef{decrease) in short term borrowings 288,221.81 152,825,75
Dividend paid 65,159,640 62,056,800
Tax [67,733,755) (43,645,741}  [29,865917) [2,665,641)
. Increase/|Decrease] in Cash and Cash equivalents [A+B+C] (18,906,192)  [55,235,986)
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] iy AT e Appropriation to General Reserve - 210,000,000 - [#0,000,000)
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