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attendant, a midwife or a nurse.

emergency obstetric care.

Message

Today, we are commemorating Safe Motherhood Day — Even today, more than 20 expecting
women in Bangladesh die of pregnancy- or delivery-related complications that are entirely

Isn't it time that we make women's health and that of their babies our highest priority? That we
make available the services they need to go through their pregnancies safely? How is it that of
all health indicators, maternal mortality shows the widest gap between rich and poor, both within

When a woman dies due to pregnancy-related complications, the chance of survival of her
LIl newborn is also drastically reduced. A woman's death is more than a personal tragedy; it
represents an enormous cost to her family, her community, and the nation at large. To protect
against such loss, we have fo ensure that every pregnant woman in Bangladesh receives the
care she needs to be safe and healthy throughout her pregnancy. One simply cannot predict the
outcome of a pregnancy And because of this uncertainty, it is critical that every pregnant woman
has access to a skilled health provider with midwifery skills, be it a community skilled birth

We all know that saving a pregnant woman's life is imperative in its own right. No woman should
die while giving life. it also has enormous socio-economic ramifications. We know that we will
not make poverty history until we end matemal mortality. And we know what works and what
needs to be done. In short, a three-pronged strategy is key to the accomplishment of that goal

+ All women should have access to reproductive health services, including to voluntary
family planning to reduce unintended and high-risk pregnancies;

* All pregnant women should have access to skilled care at the time of birth;

« All those with pregnancy-related complications should have timely access to gquality

2015.

should be in place.

newborn and child health services in 30 districts.

Message

UNICEF welcomes the observation of Safe Motherhood Day 2013 in Bangladesh. The country
has witnessed commendable strides in decreasing matermnal mortality. Concerted efforts have
helped to reduce maternal mortality by 40 per cent between 2001 and 2010. Deliveries by
skilled attendants have also increased from 12 per cent in 2000 to 32 per cent in 2011. It is
noteworthy that 29 per cent of deliveries by skilled attendants have occurred at a health facility.
The country is encouragingly on track to achieve Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 5.

However, amid this success, Bangladesh is still losing 20 mothers a day and huge inequity
prevails across quintiles. For example, delivery by skilled birth attendants is only 11.5 per cent
amongst the lowest quintile, but 63.8 per cent among the richest quintiles. Disparity has also
been reported between different administrative divisions - postnatal check-ups within two days
of delivery from medically trained staff is only 18.8 per cent in Sylhet Division and 42 per cent in
Khulna Division. This calls for urgent attention from the Government and development partners
to further reduce the current maternal mortality ratio of 194 per 100,000 live births to 143 by

Quality round-the-clock Emergency Obstetric and Newborn Care is necessary in designated
health faciliies for saving maternal and newbomn lives. Obstetric danger signs should be
identified quickly and provision for emergency referral and prompt treatment in health facilities

UNICEF has been supporting the Government of Bangladesh to enhance Emergency Obstetric
Care by improving public health facilities, strengthening web based information management
systems and improving interventions on maternal and neonatal health. With donor support,
UNICEF has been working closely with the Government, other United Nations (UN) agencies
and non-governmental organisations to strengthen community and facility based maternal,

UNICEF follows a rights based and holistic approach to help improve the lives of women and
children, supporting health, nutrition, water and sanitation, education and child protection
programmes through the Government and other partners. Envisioning the removal of key
bottlenecks in service delivery, UNICEF has introduced a systematic analysis of problems to

World Health
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Country Office for Bangladesh
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Message

Worldwide, 1000 women die everyday due to complications related to
pregnancy or childbirth. In Bangladesh, an estimated 7,300 women die
every year due to pregnancy related causes including infection,
haemorrhage and eclampsia. However, significant progress has been
made towards improving the health of mothers and children. The 2010
Bangladesh Maternal Mortality Survey has shown the maternal
mortality ratio (MMR) declining from 322 deaths per 100,000 live births
in 2001 to 194 per 100,000 live births in 2010,

WHO acknowledges that "it is the right of every mother and newbom
child to survive pregnancy and childbirth’. In Bangladesh, midwifery and
emergency obstetric care (EmOC) services are provided-, detection
and appropriate referral of obstetric compilations for timely access to
appropriate care are implemented; and training of community based
skilled birth attendants to support safe home deliveries is undertaken.

Recognizing the unmet and growing need for professional midwives in
Bangladesh, the Honourable Prime Minister committed to the training of
3000 midwives by 2015. Subsequently, the Government of Bangladesh,
with support from WHO, initiated a ©6-month competency-based
advanced education programme for existing Registered Nurse-
midwives in 2010 and a 3 year direct entry Diploma in Midwifery
programme. These programmes have been developed to meet
international standards.

To date a total of 596 Registered Nurse-midwives have graduated from
this 6-month programme and are now Certified Midwives. The number
of midwives is expected to increase with graduates from this year's -
month programme and the Diploma in Midwifery programme which
started in December 2012 in 20 centres across Bangladesh with an
enrolment of 525 students. These midwives will be able to address the

identify and implement appropriate evidence based sirategies. UNICEF zone offices with
specialist staff in health, nutrition and other sectors are on the ground monitoring programmes.
To achieve the MDGs with equity, UNICEF and other UN agencies will work in the 20 low
performing districts to achieve better results for children and women.

We congratulate everyone who has worked tirelessly to organize Safe Motherhood Day 2013 at
national and subnational levels. UNICEF is committed to work with the Government and

TrETE Edl 408 T4 | @ Wity 24 FHSIET 7Y, SieEs | 79 A positive impact on the lives of thousands of women, children and their families in Bangladesh Bangladesh attain their right to Safe Motherhood.
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three pillars of reducing maternal deaths which includes the promotion
of family planning, ensuring skilled attendance at birth and the
availability of EmOC services. Therefore, though still small in numbers,
these midwives represent an important step towards ensuring that
every mother and newbom child survives pregnancy and childbirth.
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Safe motherhood is never forgotten, until the day that we no longer have to commemorate Safe
Motherhood Day, because mothers are well looked after to go through their pregnancies and
deliveries safely. But until that day arrives, UNFPA will support safe motherhood initiatives in
countries the world over including Bangladesh. We will seek to make motherhood as safe as
possible by calling attention to health systems that are failing to meet the needs of women

during what should be a joyous time of pregnancy and childbirth! WHO assures its continued support and commitment to collaborating

Dr Thushara Fernando
WHO Representative to Bangladesh
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